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Hello Everyone, 
I can't believe that 2017 is almost over and my term as your Pres-
ident is coming to an end. It seems like only yesterday that I was
sitting down writing my first message. I would like to thank my
Vice President Matt Cardone for running the November GM and
congratulate our newest board members Ken Donowski and
Keith Reilly. Special thanks to Hank Jennet for supplying us with
the turkeys for our raffle, to Bob Sabella for picking them up and
to everyone who helped unload the 60 turkeys that the Club raf-
fled off. Special thanks to John Rooney's son, John John, who
came down from college to help give out the turkeys. I would
like to thank everyone that attended our First Veterans’ Day Flag
Raising Ceremony.We had WWII, Vietnam and Korea veterans
present. Sil Mazzilli made the trip from Medford to be with us.
After the flag was raised we all had a chance to reflect on family
and friends that had served and gone before us. That day John
Koeing and his wife celebrated their wedding anniversary The
Club wishes them many more and lots of good health and hap-
piness. It felt like 2017 took forever to get here and once it got
here it picked up speed like a category 5 hurricane. The weather
this year limited the number of times that our members could
get out and fish, but like the dedicated fisherman that our mem-
bers are, they braved the elements and won tournaments,
caught big fish and finished long and hard especially during bass
season. Read about some of our members’ notable catches men-
tioned in the fishing report. We thank Paul Hilton for the accurate 

\and expert coverage he con-
tributes to our Tuna Tower News
(which would not be the same
without him). My hat comes off
to our bulletin editor, Captain
John Jutt, for producing the
finest and best communication
link to our general membership,
thanks again Capt.!! The Club's 80th year was filled with lots of
new events which I was proud to be a part of and hope to see
continue into the future along with some new ones. Our Lobster-
fest was delicious, as well as our Thursday night Captain Anglers.
Thanks to Rick Totten and Tim Sherman we were able to bring
back the Thursday Night Seminars. The club also held it's first
Night at The Races, thanks to Dave and Christine Massa, which
was a big success. Let’s not forget about the Game Dinner which
was a huge success thanks to Bob Benzenberg, Joe DeSalvo and
their Committee. The Game Dinner raised over $12,000.00 for
the club - tickets will be going on sale soon for 2018. Gene
Schettini has grown our membership to 205 plus members.Fi-
nally, I would like to thank our often overlooked Property Com-
mittee, our Chairman Alan Evelyn and his committee, Charlie
Goldstein, Don Grainger and Bob Sabella for their very hard
work all year long maintaining our property, and keeping the
slips full. I am very happy to announce that we will have a record
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A November to Remember
We have been treated to relatively mild weather so far as we move into December and a winding down of the 2017 season.  One
of the highlights of 2017 would have to be the great run of bass that occurred along our south shore throughout the entire month.
Things got rolling in October, but what followed was a month with tons of bait, bass, and some blue moving along our south
shore from 20’ of water right on out to 60’+. Earlier in the month, bunker were still the forage of choice with line lining and trolling
mojos and bunker spoons the method of choice. As the month progressed, herring, sand eels and rain bait became more abundant
and many boats switched over to primarily jig fishing, but trollers still getting most of the

better fish.  

Reports from FTC members this month included
some exceptional fish. Since we started with bass we
must congratulate Captain Adam Bollaci, dad Tony
Bollaci and the crew of the Hooker for an exceptional
fall season. It culminating with the landing a 59 lb 12
oz striped bass caught by my Tony. The fish hit a 24oz
yellow mojo south of the pink hotel in 40’ of water,
one of many caught that day. Three others from 25
lbs to 30 lbs were retained. All of the fish had bunker
in their stomachs, the big gal had 5 plus a ling and
was still on the feed! This is the largest FTC bass I’m
aware of in many years. The club record of 61 lbs 12
oz was caught in 1967. You came really close! Great
job finding that fish among all the “smaller” 30, 40
and 50 pounders!  

Some other notable catches include Don Morin who
caught a 49lb 8oz striped bass on a trolled mojo fish-
ing with John Kampa on the Maryetta. Don is 91 years old, rebuilding an engine when I

called to discuss his catch. Congrats Don and John! 

Captain John Jutt enjoyed the good bass fishing making numerous trips on his
Red Dawn Rising. With family and friends onboard he enjoyed good fishing with
bass up to 40lb +, primarily trolling bunker spoons. 

Bob Bohlert got in on the action,
providing the following great re-
port fishing on his 26’ Regulator
Joint Effort “Mojoes aren't just for
trolling! They can be jigged! 8 fish
to 35 lbs, fishing solo. Sunday
11/5 right outside Jones in 4-5s, in
the rain.”

My own bass fishing was limited
to catching a couple for the table, on the way to and from the bottom grounds.
My favorite lazy man technique is “jig/lining” where you jig an A-47 and either

Tony Bollaci 59.75 lb Bass 
on the Hooker

number 57 boats stored on our property for the Winter. Thanks
to our new members Phil Saccio and Glen Youngblood for bring-
ing over their boat this year, and to Chris Squeri for all his help. I
am still hopeful that the club can get something going this Winter
instead of having to wait until April for Captain Anglers’ to begin.
All of this would never have been possible if it was not for John
Kampa introducing me to this Great Club and the way that I was

treated by Don, Sharon, Jimmy Rooney and Jimmy Azzi 5 years
ago when I attended my first Captain Anglers’. Thank you all very
much for your help, support and, most importantly, your friend-
ship during my Presidency. From my family to all of yours, Merry
Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, Happy New Year, Good Health and
Great Fishing in 2018,

Sincerely Yours, Kevin Killelea

Don Morin 49.5 lb bass on
the Maryetta

Bob Bohlert, 
35 lb. Bass 

on his Joint Effort

Capt. John Jutt 
and niece Barbara
with 40.4 lb. Bass



catch a bass on the jig or snag a bunker on the jig and let it
swim. Usually, we were rewarded with keeper sized fish in very
short order.  

A couple of years ago, my concern was that the bass popula-
tion may be in trouble. With the phenomenal, prolonged run
of mixed sized fish this year, it would appear that the popula-
tion is in good shape. Plenty of cows, and now we are seeing
unbelievable amounts of schoolies in the mix. Hopefully a sign
of continued good fishing for years to come. The bass season
is open through December 15th.  

Next up would be bottom fishing. With the bass departed, the
focus has been on the excellent seabass and blackfish occurring
around Block Island and the Rhode Island mainland coast.  

Captain Jim
Krug has been
hammering away
at the fish, with
spectacular re-
sults. On a re-
cent trip on his
Persuader II, his
son Jack bagged
a blackfish to re-
member. Fishing
a white crab near

Block Island, Jack fought and landed a huge tautog that
weighed in at 16lb 4oz. The fish was kept alive, brought back
out to the fishing grounds the next day and released to fight
again another day! An exceptional catch, with an exceptional
ending. Congrats to Captain Jim and Jack Krug!  

To my knowledge, the largest blackfish caught by an FTC
member returning to a NY port, just missing the club record
of 16.88 (Denis Cataldo, 2010, Ocean City Maryland). 

Locally, blackfishing has been sporadic. Surface temps have
fallen but still unseasonably warm at 54 degrees. A commercial
fisherman I know has been recording the bottom temps. His
thermometer, after being returned to a surface temp of 54, was
still reading 59 degrees (having cooled down a little on the way
up). It’s balmy down there! My own fishing has pretty much
been limited to mostly short trips on the Hempstead Reef.
Couple of decent limit trips, couple of slower days, fish to ap-
prox. 5 lbs. Most recent trip had Captain John Jutt and friend
Steve Melish out with east wind and the ‘supermoon.” We had
only two NY keepers, released a bunch of  NJ keepers (15”+)
plus some even smaller fish. Hopefully, we will see some im-
provement before the season closes on December 15th. I did
get a keeper sized cod recently in 55’ of water and the Captain
Al had a few this week. With all the bait in our local water,
hopefully some cod are not be far behind. We shall see. 

Offshore seabass fishing is good. Nick Nero ran his 25’ twin

engine Parker Dolce
Vita far to the south
east in search of
seabass and mixed
bottom. With Pete
Cefai onboard, they
enjoyed good fishing
with seabass to 4.5
lbs, and many large
porgies.          

I wish everybody a
Merry Christmas and
Happy Holidays!  
Thanks to all who
contributed in 2017. 

Please send reports and pictures for inclusion in your club bul-
letin. Thanks to all who contribute, but we need more of you!  

Email your reports to philton@optonline.net; 
or text/call me at 516.721.8907

Sincerely,
Paul Hilton F/V Emily S 

Property Manager’s
Report

Happy Holidays! There are a few outstanding payments
due for winter storage so please send in your payment as
soon as possible.  The summer lease agreements for 2018
will be mailed in early January. The rate for 2018 remains
at $78 a foot with no minimum.  All owners leasing a slip
will be charged an additional $175 if storing a trailer on
the property.  Freezers are $175. A deposit of $300 is re-
quired with your signed lease. In order to secure you slip
for the 2018 season your deposit and signed lease must be
received on or before February 15, 2018. You will receive
two invoices for the balance owed, one due on April 1st
and the second payable on May 31st. Before your Vessel
can be in the Marina you will need to supply an updated
insurance policy to the Property Business Manager. Please
let me know if you are not renewing your lease so I can
quickly determine which slips will be available. Any mem-
ber interested in a slip should contact me as soon as pos-
sible. Our goal is to keep the marina full!

Capt. Alan Evelyn
C: 917-750-8710 | W: 516-299-2523 | alan4ftc@gmail.com

Jack Krug with 
a 16.25 lb.

Persuader II
Blackfish

Nick Nero and Pete Cefai
on Dolce Vita



DERBY AWARDS 
& CONTEST REPORT

Awards Chairman: Ray Geiger
Committee Team:  Bob Benzenberg, Harry Sbaschnig & Bill Morrogh

As the 2017 FTC derby year comes to an end, we wish to thank all participants.
Well done ladies and gentlemen, you have done our club proud once again.
The following derbies all ended on 11/26 and our rules state we must have
these slips in hand by 12/10 in order to be eligible for awards:

SHARK • BLUEFISH • STRIPED BASS • BLACKFISH
Please get your slips in the mail ASAP.  The Cod derby ends on 12/10 and
any slips for cod must be in hand by 12/24.
All of these remaining Derby awards will be bestowed upon the deserving
winners at our January GM on 1/11/2017. I hope to see all members (well
those who aren’t sunning themselves in southern climes) attend this our first
meeting of 2017.  Remember -- this club is the sum of ALL it’s members.
IMPORTANT NOTE ON 2017 ANNUAL AWARDS  -  If you're holding any
weigh slips for 2017 catches you must get them in to the Committee by
THURSDAY, JANUARY 14th!!!!!!!  No weigh slips will be considered for an-
nual awards after this due date.
Lastly, on behalf our committee members, I wish you and your families a
very joyous Holiday Season and a Happy New Year!!

Best Fishes, Ray Geiger

Know your Knots
Tippet to Leader

The President 
and part of his team which 

make this club what it is today

A Salute to all Veterans at our
Flag Raising Ceremony



of Merrick
SOUTH SHORE MARINE SUPPLY

Bait & Tackle
“Your One Stop Source”

4108 Merrick Rd.
Massapequa, NY 11758

516-557-2510
516-557-2512 Fax

Best Prices, Premium Products, 
Knowledgeable Staff

We have all your boating & fishing needs

VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE:
SouthShoreMarineSupply.com

BLUE MARLIN
BOATS

Used Boats Bought, Sold & Brokered
for current listings log on to 

WWW.BLUEMARLINBOATS.NET
4076 Merrick Road, Seaford, NY 11783

Tel: (516) 679-2121 • Fax: (516) 679-2739

Long Island’s Most Complete Selection of Inshore, Freshwater
and Surf Fishing Equipment • Custom Built Rods

MIKE NICOLETTI & BOB TURTURELLO
3031 Merrick Road, Wantagh, NY 11793

516.785.3223 • Fax: 516.679.6815
www.causewaybaitandtackle.com

500 SOUTH MAIN STREET | FREEPORT, NY 11520
TEL: (516) 546-8880 | FAX: (516) 378-1505

SALES OFFICE NEW & PRE-OWNED:
TEL (516) 771-7020
FAX (516) 771-7348

ALGROVERSMARINE.COM
STRONGSMARINE.COM

BUY • SELL • TRADE

Official Printer for
The Freeport Tuna Club
DISCOUNTS FOR ALL MEMBERS
255 Sunrise Highway, Merrick, NY 11566

Tel 516.546.2312 • Fax 516.623.0870
web: www.mmpmk.com • e-mail: Info@mmpmk.com

Prager Metis is proud to support the
Freeport Tuna Club
Tim Sherman, CPA/CFF, CFE

T 516.921.8900 ext. 549    E tsherman@pragermatis.com
99 Sunnyside Boulevard | Woodbury, NY 11797

New York | New Jersey | Los Angeles | London
www.pragermatis.com



FREEPORT BASED

FREE TOWING FOR MEMBERS

CALL ABOUT DISCOUNTED 

FTC MEMBER RATES

516-623-4183

Tel. 516-377-7720
Fax 516-223-9155

Summer Dockage • Winter Storage • Short Hauls

389 South Main St.
Freeport, NY 11520

Tel. 516-377-7720
Fax. 516-377-7723

BOAT INSURANCE
516-208-6569

BEST RATE  BEST CARRIERS
FREE GIFT WITH A QUOTE

FREE GAS CARD FOR FREEPORT TUNA CLUB MEMBERS

JASON BOLOGNIN
jbolognini@farmersagent.com



FUEL • BAIT • TACKLE 

WOODCLEFT FISHING
STATION

FULL LINE OF FISHING GEAR
447 Woodcleft Avenue | Freeport, NY 11520

516 • 378 • 8748

Richie Rosenkranz
FTC MEMBER

SeaIsle-Tackle.com
(516) 868-8855

Fax : (516) 546-2983
Sales@SeaIsle-Tackle.com

Complete Selection of Tackle
Complete Line of Custom Rods
Complete Line of Rod Building Supplies
Complete Inhouse Repairs
Complete Selection of Live, Fresh & Frozen Baits
Completely Helpful and Friendly Staff 

The Complete Tackle Shop

PANDAMAN
PAINTING - PAPER HANGING

SPECIALIST
Paper Removal/Sheetrock Work • Tape/Spackle

Decorative Moldings Installed

Neat, Clean, Professional Service

Powerwashing • 30 Years Experience

WE DO IT ALL & MORE!

516.781.4011
BOB PANDY

SOUTH SHORE 
COMPUTER SERVICES
“Technology, Sales and Staff Augmentation Services”

24/7/365

Ed Faza
516.238.2724

ed@southshorecomputerservices.com

     
   

   
 

   
  

 

     
   

   
 

   
  

(631) 274-7042
     

   
   

 

   
  

 

• Custom Hand Tied Rigs 
• Onsite Reel Repair

• All Baits 
• Inshore/Offshore

   
  

 

434 Rutgers Road
West Babylon, NY 11704



CLASSIFIED

Post Office Box 5
Freeport, New York 11520

Deliver To:

• Dock Space, Floating Dock. Good for 23’-24’. Boat    
off Hudson Canal. Call Sy Karp @ 516-632-9770.

• Down Rigger Model #600, $85.00. Down Rigger
Model#620 $100.00 (No Ball or Mounting Brack-
ets), Captain’s Winch, $100.00.  Call Don at
516-567-4385.

• WANTED 90 – 115 Horse Outboard, 20” Shaft,
2002 or newer. Call Dave G. (516) 286-8293

On Behalf of the Editorial Staff and the Board
of Directors, we wish you and your families a
happy and healthy holiday season. May the
Fish Gods smile down upon us in the upcoming
year and give us plenty of fish!

Capt. John J. Jutt, Editor

THE FREEPORT TUNA CLUB 
IS LOOKING FOR...

Members with or access to a Bucket truck,
Trencher, and Labor to help with the installa-
tion of a Security System down at the Marina.
Please contact Kevin at (516) 725-8907. 

Volunteers to help set up, serve food, and
clean up after the G.M.s over at the Yacht
Club. Please see or call the President (516)
725-8907.

Tim Sherman and I are looking for some Vol-
unteers to have a discussion on Circle Hooks
vs J Hooks one Thursday Night down at the
Property. Please see us if your interested. .  

Freeport
Tuna Club, Inc.
Chartered to Promote

Sport-fishing & Conservation
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