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President’s Message
Trying To Reason With Hurricane Season

Suddenly the lyrics to that song have a whole new meaning. How do you reason with a
force of unimaginable power that sows indiscriminate destruction? The answer is that you
can’t. All you can do is make preparations and take precautions, and then deal with the
aftermath as best as possible.

The above paragraph is how I began last month’s president’s message. It was written
six days after the storm, with a droplight over the desk and the computer plugged into a
generator, in an attempt to get it to John Jutt in time to make the bulletin. As it turned out
events prevented the November bulletin from being published. The passage of time often
puts things into perspective, and the developments over the past few weeks have convinced
me that what I wrote then is still appropriate now.  So let me continue with that message,
one month further down the road:

We are waterfront people; that is one of the reasons that we belong to a fishing club.
Our waterfront lifestyle has lots of benefits, but the price of these benefits is the risk of living
close to the forces of nature. When the water is at your doorstep you don’t have much of a
buffer between you and Mother Nature. Many of our members live on or close to the water,
and most have suffered some damage to their homes. In addition many other members
have had their boats damaged, despite taking all reasonable precautions. Our thoughts and
our prayers go out to them as they begin to pick up the pieces.

Our property, all things considered, did not fare too badly, thanks to the pre-storm
precautions taken under the direction of the property and house committees. Almost all the
boats in the water were moved to different locations, the awning was removed and the
ramps to the docks dismounted. Nothing, however, could mitigate the effects of the tidal
surge we experienced: the water came up until it was about five feet deep at the fence, and
35 inches deep inside the clubhouse. All of the docks came up over the tops of the pilings
and remained secured only by the dock lines left behind when the boats relocated. One
dock in the basin landed on top of the bulkhead and was left hung up half in and half out of
the water. Everything around the clubhouse—freezers, refrigerators, the stainless tables,
the barbecues—everything wound up in a pile against the northwest fence, covered with
about two feet of marsh grass. The boats that were stored on trailers were pushed up
against the fence or dropped on the ground.

The club is a community, and when times are tough a community pulls together. We put
the word out, as best as possible, that a work party would be organized on the Saturday
following the storm. I wasn’t sure how many people we could expect; after all, everyone
has had their life turned upside down. Our club showed its strength in the response. Captain
Larry has a nice post on the website about the day’s work, but he only mentions about half
the people who contributed. We had about thirty members present, working on the docks,
removing debris, cleaning out the clubhouse and rinsing off the things that could be saved.
At the end of the day all the docks were back in position and secured, the ramps reinstalled,
the clubhouse washed out and vacuumed, all the ruined freezers and refrigerators piled up
to be removed and a truckload of marsh grass and debris removed. Everyone did a great
job, but I want to mention two people in particular: Pete Cefai, who was everywhere with
his bobcat, lifting floats, removing freezers and loading trucks with debris, and Nancy
Principato, who made a lunch run and fed the entire work party. We often say we have the

best club on Long Island; the reason that statement is
true was on full display this weekend.

That was what I knew when I wrote that message.
Well, it wasn’t just that Saturday the membership turned
out; a good number of people came back on Sunday,
and again the next weekend, and as a result our property
today stands in pretty good shape. The electric should
be restored soon, along with the heat and water; all due
to the efforts of our members working together for a
common cause. Our members really are a special group
of people, and the more we come together the better we
all are.

Moving back to this month we have our Christmas
party to look forward to on December 9. We have
combined the December GM with the party, in the same
manner we combine the August meeting with the Luau.
The business portion will be very short, and then the fun will begin! We all need a break
after the last few weeks, so let’s fill the house and raise the roof!

I also want to note a change of personnel on the Board of Directors. Due to the demands
of his employment Chris Bellinzoni has tendered his resignation as a member of the board.
As always with Chris he put the needs of the club first and willingly stepped aside when he
found he was prevented from participating to the extent he wished to. I thank Chris for his
years of service to the club as a board member and officer; moreover, I want to thank him
for the personal support he has given to so many members, myself included. When I was
new in the club, and nobody knew who I was, Chris went out of his way to make me feel
welcome and involved. We are what we are today because of the efforts of men like Chris
Bellinzoni, and I am proud to call him a friend. At my suggestion the Board has appointed
Ray Geiger to serve out the remainder of Chris’s term. Ray has been an active member
and I am sure he will be a valuable addition to the Board.

This is my last message as president. In many ways it has been a challenging year for
the club, but I believe we have risen to each challenge, positioned the club to successfully
meet the future, and have had a lot of fun along the way. Any success we have enjoyed
this year surely has nothing to do with me personally; all the credit goes to an outstanding
executive board, an engaged, active and creative board of directors, and the best
membership to be found anywhere.  We are waterfront people, all drawn together by a
common interest; but it is about so much more than just catching fish. It is a deeper thing,
hard to put into words but very real nonetheless. Melville explained it in Moby Dick far better
than I every could: “There is a kind of magic in water that draws all men. Follow any path;
ten to one it will lead you to water. Follow that stream of water, and eventually it will lead
you to the sea. The sea, wherein each man finds----himself.”

Thank you for allowing me to serve as your president.

~ President 2012 ~ Bill Toohey

Next Gm & Annual 
Holiday Party

Sunday, December 9th at 1:00 p.m.
At our General Meeting Location at the

Cure of Ars Auditorium, Merrick, New York
(Between Sunrise Highway and Merrick Road)

Great Raffle Prizes... Buffet Diner



FISHING
BULLETIN
OFF SHORE
REPORTS:
HUDSON CANYON:

Captain Chris Wasbie reports his
first Big Eye of the season @ 207
lbs! Here is Captain Chris’s Blow 
by blow:

“We did a last minute crew trip 
to the Hudson this Friday into
Saturday after recovering from our
beating last Sunday/Monday.
Heard of spotty but good fishing
from the elbows down, but decided
to not run all the way down and put
our lines in a bit north of that.
Trolled about an hour or so when
the port side short rigger goes off, not the huge explosion or ripping of wine…
but in about 1 minute into the fight, the fish woke up, and it was game on.
40 minutes later we had him circling in the starboard corner and bobby 
put a dart into him. Finally after being a half step too early or late on the
bigeye bite all season, but catching lots of YFT and LFT, we had our bigeye,
a 207# beauty!”

Captain’s Larry & Ralph crewed on the Captain Deadly out of Fire Island
and reported a nice catch of 4 Longfin Tuna and 3 very health 70 lb. Class
Yellowfins on the night chunk. 

The bottom line is some boats caught & some did not.

Fall Sharking: 
Into the first full weekend of October the fall sharking in our area has 

been a bust. To date the honey holes to the east such as the Yankee & Linda
areas along with the western spots such as Monster ledge & the Mudhole
has produced all zeros for sharks! The fishery was pretty productive during
mid September…. The drop off is hard to explain. 

On October 13th with a great weather window both Captain’s Rick F/V
“Liven Large” & Captain Paul F/V “Second Chance” made their runs with
Captain Paul at the Rock Plies & Captain Rick at the Yankee. At 2 PM
Captain Paul had his only bit of the day as a 150 + mako snatched a bait,
then went airborne and unbuttoned, making good his escape leaving the
crew with only a fish story. 

Captain Rick Reported: 
“Headed out to the Yankee. picked up some false albacore in the morning

but nothing but dogfish. Water was clean and around 64 with a nice drift but
the sharks were not home. Heard on the radio some one from Fire Island
picked up a 250 class mako further east but the guy was not specific and
may not be reliable.” 

In Shore Reports: 
On The Beach: 

Our wire troll bite is on Captain Paul “F/V Second Chance” reported a
very fine catch of Bluefish, Green Bonito and a nice 26 lb. striper on
Columbus Day.

October 13th the bass beach action was covered up pretty good with
alligator bluefish. Captain Pete F/V “Off the Hook” reported great action 
on the blues over 10 lbs.  

Striped Bass: 
Captain Chris ran his “F/V Four Bells” to Kismet, Fire Island and reported

a great live bait Striped Bass bite with the biggest hitting the scales @ 35
lbs. On our local inlet front, Captain Chris reports consistent catches of
quality bass on clam belly and even better quality and bigger stripers on eels 
at night. 

Blackfishing: 
Opening day was off with a bang! Both Captain’s Mike Zullo & Nick Nero

reported full limit catches on their first drops. Four fish @ 16” is no easy 
task. According to Bottom Barron Mike Zullo a 16” blackfish is about 4 lbs.
and ten years old!

If you are looking to fish the bays, Captain Billy “F/V White Knight”
reported fine keeper blackfish under our local bridges.

If you plan on going this our local law enforcement is aggressively
enforcing all laws. The USCG is enforcing boats tying up to the bridges 

& ice breakers. The fines can be quit high. In addition both the Bay
Constables & DEC. are enforcing the Black Fish bag & size limits. For 
armed is fore warned! 

On the quiet before the storm Captain Nick Nero had a banner blackfish
day fishing the good bottom to the west with 25 tog released plus his 
limit with fish up to 5 lbs.  

Reefs & Wrecks:
From Staten Island on October 8th Captain Steve Rodes “F/V Legacy”

reported a slammer trip at the Sandy Hook Reef with a full four man limit
on porgies, seabass and blackfish!

On October 13th Captain Ken F/V ”Reel Catch” hit the Jersey Reefs.
Ken had a good catch of both porgies and seabass.

On that same weekend Captain Peter F/V ” Off the Hook” Had a great
catch of seabass over 3 lbs. in the V/O the Mud Buoy along gorilla blues.

On October 23rd Club Member Anthony Testa Chartered the F/V 
“King Cod” out of Moriches. It was one of the best offshore wreck trips
Anthony has ever had. They had all quality cod and plenty of them. 
Limiting out with Cod to 35lbs and many 20 lb class fish. The weather was
perfect with lots of life offshore. 

The weekend of October 20th was a bust! The weather was not conducive
for fishing.

Members that went were limited to fishing the bridges for Blackfish 
and Trolling wire on the beach, both which produced catches. Captain
Ralph F/V “Oceanic” had a banner Sunday bite! His day started with 
spoon trolling by Debs Inlet with non stop bluefish. Next Ralph set up 
on the Atlantic Beach Reef which produced plenty of keeper Seabass, 
Porgies & a few Blackfish. Once they had their limit Ralph ended the 
day by fishing the outgoing tide in our inlet with bellies and limiting out 
on Stripe Bass to 20 lbs.    

Montuak Reports:
Captain Charley Sporing fished Oct 6th & had 14 stripers up to 35 lbs.

along with a nice brace of seabass and porgies.

October 13th Captain Mike Sullivan reported zero on the Montauk Bass bite.

On our derbies currently cod & shark are opened along with bluefish and
blackfish.

That about wraps it up this report. If you had a good catch drop the
Awards & Contest Committee a line we would to here about it and share
it with our membership. E-Mail: captainlarry84@aol.com.

Sincerely, 

~ Captain Larry Festa

F/V Kristen

PROPERTY
We have plenty of room for winter storage. At the present water is off at

the property. Once Electric is back on at the property water will be available.
In the coming months we will be having work parties to get the club house
back in order. Watch the FTC web site for work detail dates.

Happy Holidays.

Contact Don Granger at 516-749-4712 or FTCproperty@ftcfishing.com.

CONSERVATION REPORT
Please remember Blackfish season ends for recreational anglers in NY on

December 6th. It will not reopen until next October!

Striped Bass closes on December 15th. Sea Bass are closed by Federal
authorities along the Atlantic coast.

You can still fish for Cod, Ling and Bluefish.

Happy Holidays

~ Committee Chairman, Dennis Cataldo

GOOd ANd wElfARE
Our deepest sympathy to the Schuh family on the pasing of Anita Schuh,

wife of longtime member Eddie. Eddie who was very influential in all club
business and affairs.

Happy Holidays to all and good health.

~ Jeff

BUllETIN
Do you know that 70% of the members receive the bulletin by email?

That’s over 140 members!  If you are one of the 30% and would like to give
email a try, send your request to ftc1937@verizon.net. And don’t worry. You
will still receive a paper bulletin by mail.



DECEMBER 2012 DERBY,
AWARDS & CONTEST REPORT

Awards Chairman: Captain Bill Morrogh
Committee Team: Captain Larry Festa, 

Captain Michael Zullo
The 2012 Derby season is coming to an end and the effects of Sandy

have certainly played a role in the remaining contests. A lot of boats are
done for the season (or worse). If you can get out, good luck!

There are lots of awards to give out at the December GM/Holiday
party. I hope to see a huge turnout at this event. Let’s all get together as
a club and let Sandy know we’re coming back strong!

Let’s  all  get  together  as  a  club  and  let  Sandy
know that she can go screw herself!

THE FOLLOWING DERBIES ARE WRAP-
PING UP NOW (Awarded in January):

Shark September 15 - November 25 

Bluefish September 15 - November 25

Cod September 29 - December 09

Striped Bass October 06 - November 25 

Blackfish October 20 - December 02

DERBY AWARDS FOR THE 
DECEMBER GM/HOLIDAY PARTY:

Sea Bass
1st Place: Nick Nero 4.75 lbs F/V Dolce Vita

fluke
1st Place: Doug Toback 7.81 lbs F/V Corazon

2nd Place: John Weber III 5.88 lbs F/V Miss Beahavin

3rd Place: John Weber III 4.50 lbs F/V Miss Beahavin

Tuna
1st Place: Adam Bollaci 105 lb Bigeye F/V Hooker

2nd Place: Hank Jenet 101.5 lb Yellowfin F/V Wasabi

Mahi
1st Place: Adam Bollaci 11.00 lbs F/V Hooker

2nd Place: Bill Morrogh 8.06 lbs F/V Loraine VI

3rd Place: John Kampa 7.00 lbs F/V Mary Etta

false Albacore
1st Place: Paul Cunningham 8.75 lbs F/V Pandaman

2nd Place: Bob Pandy 6.75 lbs F/V Pandaman

We also have some awards that haven’t been handed out yet. 
Come on down and pick up your prize!

Artie Millin - Spring 3rd Place Shark
Bruce Forster - Spring 2nd Place Striped Bass

DON GRANGER 
WANTS TO ALERT 
EVERYONE TO THE 
BEST DEAL IN TOWN. 

$14 gets you a spot on
FTC property for winter storage 
water or land. Bubble system, 

secure electronic gate.  

If you are interest in winter 
storage at FTC contact Don 

with the following information

Name, Boat Name, 
Boat Manufacture, Length, 

Contact #, E-mail.

Property Manager: 
Don Granger 
516-749-4712

E-mail: 
Deg2547@gmail.com

NOMINATIONS
the following are 

Nominated with out 
contest from the floor.

Paul Schuber
Joe Steiner

Capt. Chris Squeri
Don Granger
John Gerrity

Woody Anderson

Secretary to cast one vote 
to accept the above 

to the board of directors 
at the next GM/Holiday Party.

NOTE fROM EdITOR
As another year passes we take the time to reflect on our past

performance throught the year. We hope that all had enjoyed our monthly
bulletin its articles and contents which we put out to our membership. I take
the time to thank my bulletin committee and all committees for their
contributions that helped make this publication possible. On behalf of the
bulletin committee and the board of directors I wish all members and their
family a safe and happy holiday season.

Sincerely Yours,

Captain John J. Jutt, Senior
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BUY • SELL • TRADE

Mitch Vidur
Member

“Very Special Discounts 
for FTC Members”

Best Prices, Premium Products, 

Knowledgable Staff

We have all your boating & fishing needs

VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE:

SouthShoreMarineSupply.com

SOUTH SHORE MARINE SUPPLY
� Bait & Tackle  �

“Your One Stop Source”

4108 Merrick Rd.
Massepequa, NY 11758

516-557-2510
516-557-2512 Fax

BLUE MARLIN
BOATS

Used Boats Bought, Sold & Brokered

for current listings log on to 

www.bluemarlinboats.net

4076 merrick road, seaford, nY 11783

tel. (516) 679-2121 •  Fax (516) 679-2739

FRED CHALL MARINE
SUPPLY, CORP.

“Servicing the fTC for over 20 years”
“we will not be undersold”

5 ATLANTIC PLAZA, FREEPORT
516-868-0177
For All Yor Boating Needs 

®

Winter storage will be here shortly.
Any members looking to winter store
there vessels at FTC Marina land or 
water should contact Don Granger.



(516) 232-0645
Sailing From Woodcleft Fishing Station

447 Woodcleft Avenue, Freeport, New York

CAPT. FRED BALTUSIS
Freeport, New York

Call To 
Customize 

Your Fishing 
Adventure 35 Ft. Custom Downeaster

FTC MEMBER



BLUE MARLIN
CHARTER BOAT

35’ DUFFY & DUFFY SPORT FISHERMAN
TURBO DIESEL POWERED
Captain Harry Weinblatt

30+ YEARS FISHING EXPERIENCE
20 YEARS USCG LICENSED MASTERS
516-623-9860 • Cell 516-351-7223

FTC MEMBER

FreePort baseD

Free towinG For members

Call about DisCounteD 

FtC member rates

516-623-4183

HENRY R. JENET MEATS
WHOLESALE - RETAIL

Poultry, Beef, Lamb, Pork - Fresh Daily

106-57 160th Street
Jamaica, NY  11433

Tel. 718-291-5700 
FREEPORT TUNA CLUB MEMBER

1314 1st aVenue, new YorK, nY  10021

212.717.7403

www.CiGarinn.Com

THE CIGAR INN

AdVERTISING:
Advertisers are
needed to help fund
this publication. 
If you or anyone you
know who like to
advertise please 
contact John Jutt 
at jjutt@mmpmk.com
or call 516-546-2312

PANDAMAN
PAINTING - PAPER HANGING

SPECIALIST
Paper Removal / Sheetrock Work • Tape / Spackle

Decorative Mouldings Installed
Neat Clean Professional Service

Powerwashing • 30 Years Experience
WE DO IT ALL & MORE!

516.781.4011
BOB PANdY



Wasabi Sportfishing 

 
Offering Open Boat & Private Charters 

For Tuna, Shark, Sword, Mahi & 
Anything else that swims on the edge 

 

516-650-1759 
Capt. Chris Gerhart, 50 Ton USCG Master 

www.TrophyTackle.com

Long Island’s Most Complete Selection of Inshore, Freshwater
and Surf Fishing Equipment • Custom Built Rods
MIKE NICOLETTI & BOB TURTURELLO

3031 Merrick Road, Wantagh, NY  11793
516.785.3223 • Fax: 516.679.6815
www.causewaybaitandtackle.com SeaIsle-Tackle.com

(516) 868-8855
Fax : (516) 546-2983

Sales@SeaIsle-Tackle.com

Complete Selection of Tackle
Complete Line of Custom Rods
Complete Line of Rod Building Supplies
Complete Inhouse Repairs
Complete Selection of Live, Fresh & Frozen Baits
Completely Helpful and Friendly Staff 

The Complete Tackle Shop

SOUTH SHORE 

COMPUTER SERVICES

“Technology, Sales and Staff Augmentation Services”

24/7/365

Ed Faza
516.238.2724

ed@southshorecomputerservices.com

fUEl • BAIT • TACKlE 

WOODCLEFT FISHING
STATION

FULL LINE OF FISHING GEAR

447 Woodcleft Avenue Freeport, NY 11520

516 • 378 • 8748

Richie Rosenkranz
FTC MEMBER

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY 

(718) 850-0700

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY

(718) 850-0700

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

SHIP STORE SALE
Must move inventory 
25% off everything!

• Our Tee shirts with the new design are in! 

• FTC Beer Mugs $3 • FTC Koolies 2 For $3 • FTC Gear Bags $22

• Small Gear Bags Discounted to $15 

• Large Gear Bags Discounted to $30

• FTC Anniversary • Golf Shirts Slashed to $20

Great Quality Below Our Cost

Avoid Sunburn on the back of your neck By purchasing an Adams Hat

Adams Hats • Regular Price $25 Discounted $20

Contact Paul or Rosemary Schuber At Next GM

www.TrophyTackle.com
www.TrophyTackle.com

www.TrophyTackle.comwww.TrophyTackle.com



Annual 
Holiday Party

Sunday, December 9th at 1:00 p.m.
At our General Meeting Location at the

Cure of Ars Auditorium, Merrick, New York

Great Raffle Prizes... Buffet Diner
Fun 4 U Faces  Facepainter….Annabelle The Magician

Santa will make his yearly appearance
(Please print child’s name on gift and $ 20.00 Limit)

Please also wrap an empty box to Decorate 

around Santa’s seat
Let’s participate in the 

Annual Holiday Bakeoff as prizes will be awarded
Please attend this Special Club event with your Family….

and gentleman please show this to the ladies

Deliver To:

Post Office Box 5
Freeport, New York 11520

Freeport
Tuna Club, Inc.
Chartered to Promote

Sport-fishing & Conservation

FTC 2012 Directors

President............................................Bill Toohey

1st Vice President..............................Bob Pandy

2nd Vice President.....................Harry Weinblatt

Secretary.........................Capt. William Morrogh

Treasurer..........................................John Daum

Board of Directors

Chris BellinzoniWoody Anderson

John DaumRobert Dimino

Don GrangerJohn Gerrity

Paul SchuberCapt. John J. Jutt, Sr.

Chris ScarpantonioCapt. Chris Squeri

Joe SteinerTim Sherman

Jim RooneyMike Sullivan

Special Advisors
John Rooney  •  Joe Jahn

Capt. Lawrence J. Festa    

• Beautiful Canal Front Property, large corner lot, water, electricity, concrete pilings
with active permit for 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 1300 square foot home with additional
screened balconies.  Excellent canal with immediate deep water access from
channel  to Atlantic or Gulf.  Excellent fishing without any fishing pressure. 
Twenty-two miles from Key West on Cudjoe Key. Greatly reduced to $168,000 
negotiable. Contact Dennis Cataldo 516-884-0707.

• Beautiful Ocean Front Time Share 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, with Balcony, Sleeps 6.
200 Feet from 7 Mile Bridge in Marathon, Florida.Swimming Pool, Jacuzzi, 
Outdoor Grills, Fishing Pier, 21 Foot CC Fishing Boat Available. Weeks 39, 49, 
50 for Sale or Rent Individually.Comes with GPS#’s. Contact Dennis Cataldo 
516-753-5433 or 516-884-0707.

• For Sale-Fishing tackle, rods, reels, lures, umbrella rigs, spoons, jigs, gaffs, plugs,
etc. New and Used. Contact Dennis Cataldo at (516) 753-5433 for more 
information.

• A "Cardiac Science Automated Defibrillator" needs a new battery. Call Ronnie 
(561) 434-7755, Cell is (561) 523-3330. BEST OFFER

• Aruba-Paradise Beach, 2 Br., Ocean View, 3 Pools, Sell or Rent, Week 10 March,
Call Tom S. (516) 221-1821.

• For Sale: 5 gallon plastic pails with covers $5.00 each, 5 for $20.00.Call: 
John Weber 516-379-8935.

• Ten foot sit-in kayak with car-top carrier. Good condition: great forZach's Bay.
$125.00 Bill Toohey516-509-1372.

• For Sale 25 Foot Luhrs. $5,900, 2000 350 Crusader, Full Canvas Last Year. 
Ask for Ron at Sea Isle or Call home at (516) 796-4107.

CLASSIFIED:

To place an ad in our classified 
Contact Capt. John Jutt  (516) 546-2312  

or E-mail to:   JJutt@mmpmk.com


