
• 26' Stamas 1966 hull, Furuno Color Scope, Radio, 
100 Gal. fuel tank, runs but needs work. $4,900.00 
or best offer. Contact:  Dan (516) 459-6619.

• Boat Slip for Rent. Water@electric in Freeport.  Four
Miles�from�the�inlet, Call Sy Karp (516) 632-9770.

• Unlimited Tuna Rod See Isle, Curved Butt Never Used.  
Inlimited. Call Sy Karp at (516) 632-9770.

• For Sale-Fishing tackle, rods, reels, lures, umbrella
rigs, spoons, jigs, gaffs, plugs, etc. New and Used.
Contact Dennis Cataldo at  (516) 753-5433 for more
information.

• A "Cardiac Science Automated Defibrillator" needs a
new battery.  Call Ronnie (561) 434-7755, Cell is 
(561) 523-3330. BEST�OFFER

To place an ad in our classified 
Contact Capt. John Jutt  (516) 546-2312  

or E-mail to:   JJutt@mmpmk.com

Post Office Box 5
Freeport, New York 11520

Freeport
Tuna Club, Inc.

Chartered to Promote
Sport-fishing & Conservation

FTC 2011 Directors

President........................................John Rooney

1st Vice President.......................William Toohey

2nd  Vice President ..........................Bob Pandy
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John DaumRobert Dimino
Don GrangerJohn Gerrity
Bob PandyCapt. John J. Jutt, Sr.
Paul SchuberCapt. Chris Squeri
Capt. Harry WeinblattTim Sherman
Joe Steiner

Special Advisors
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Capt. Lawrence J. Festa    
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The editorial staff of the 
Tuna Tower News wishes
the entire FTC membership
the Best of Holidays and 
A Happy New Year. 

We thank all who have 
contributed your time,
expertise and input. 

Next Year we look forward to 
more participation by you,
the members, in continuing 

to make this publication the best 
in the fishing club community.



Tuna Tower News
Freeport Tuna Club, Inc.

President’s Message
Dear Members,

Happy Holidays to all of our FTC Members and their 
families. I hope everyone in our club had a wonderful 
Thanksgiving and enjoyed the turkeys they won at our 
November G M.  The annual FTC’s Holiday Party Committed
by 2nd V.P.  Bob Pandy, has a new location this year 
where Santa will land his sled. The event will be held at Cure
of Ars Auditorium on December 11 at 1 PM. This is the same
location that we use for our monthly GM’s”.

This, being is my last President’s Message I would like 
to thank you… the membership for honoring me with the 
privilege of being the President of the best fishing club in the
world!  Thank you to the Board of Directors and Committee
Heads for volunteering your time, experience and support
over this past year during my Presidency.  To my executive
staff; 1st V.P.Bill Toohey, 2nd V.P. Bob Pandy, Treasure John
Daum, and last but not least…. Secretary Bill Morrogh, 
I thank you for the time and effort you have giving to the FTC
over the past year. I would also like to thank my brother, Pass
President Jim Rooney and Special Advisor Captain Larry
Festa for the great support you have both given me during

my term as President.  Most impor-
tantly, to my family for all the love
and support they have giving me
over the past year.

At our January GM I will step
down to take the role of Special Ad-
viser and 1st V.P. Bill Toohey will be
sworn in as President for 2012. I
know the FTC will be in good hands
with Bill and his newly appointed ex-
ecutive staff at the helm. 

In closing I would like to say that the FTC is what you make
of it. It’s time that every member attends our monthly meet-
ings and hear about what is going on with your club.  Maybe
step up and volunteer an hour or so to your club.

I wish all a Happy and Healthy holiday season. 

God Bless America

~ President 2011 ~ John H. Rooney

VoLUME TWELVE• DECEMBER 2011
Internet Address: www.ftcfishing.com 

EDitor: CAPt. JoHN J. JUtt, Sr.
Co-Editor ~ Capt. Paul Hilton

Contributor ~ Mike Sullivan
Contributing Editor ~ Capt. Lawrence Festa

NEXT GM
Thursday, December 8, 2011 at 8pm

Cure Of Ars Auditorium
Merrick Avenue • Merrick

(Between Sunrise Highway and Merrick Road)



FISHING
BULLETIN

We are rapidly approaching
the end of the 2011 season.
For many FTC members the
season has already come to a
close, evident with the boats
currently beingstaged at our
club property for the winter
storage season. Although the
boats are coming out of the
water our fishery is far from
over. our water temperatures
are still in the low 50's, slightly
higher than normal for this time of the year. For the anglers
who enjoy a little nip in the air it’s time to bait your hooks
and get in on the action. Barring any major weather
changes, if the current pattern continues to hold out we
can expect to see good fishing right up through the start
of the New Year.

our offshore season is a wrap for 2011, Tough weather
kept most of the offshore crews tied to the dock and 
wondering what was happening in the deep this past fall
season. our traditional fall shark fishery was also another
disappointment this past fall season as well.

on the inshore scene our fall blackfish season continues
to be productive and the feed bag is on. The action is tak-
ing place from our local reefs, west to the New Jersey reefs
and as far south as 17 Fathoms.

The latter of which has started to produce some better
quality fish. our local bottom fishing experts have been
able to easily catch their limits with the largest fish reported
to date13.8lbs.  Caught by Brian Dougherty aboard his
Blue Sky.

our local striped bass and bluefish action continues as
well. Find the clouds of birds, gannets and terns diving and
most likely the bass and blues will be underneath them.
This traditional fall fishery has been taking place both east
and west of our local inlet on a daily basis. 

In closing once again, I hope that the membership has
enjoyed reading my reports this past year. This is my
eleventh year writing the monthly fishing report. I enjoy
serving our club by contributing my time and research to
this column. I take an enormous amount of pride doing so
for the best fishing club in our area. 

Sincerely,

~ Captain Harry Weinblatt

F/V Blue Marlin 

CONSERVATION
Please remember Striped Bass fishing ends on December

15th 2011 - Blackfishing ends on December 20th 2011 - Black
fishing will re-start on January 17th 2012 - Cod and Sea Bass
remain open.  

Happy Holidays and Best Wishes for a very healthy, safe and
successful 2012.

~ Dennis Cataldo

Chairman, Conservation Committee

PROPERTIES
The Freeport Tuna Club is pleased to extend this offer to store

your boat at its property for the 2011 - 2012 winter seasons.
The Rates for this season will remain the same as last year 
@ $14 a foot minimum $275 with season extended to June first. 

At the present time we have several open slips on the line.
Get your name on the waiting list, at the present time there 
are no active members on the list Contact Don Granger @ 
516-749-4712 or property@FTC.com. 

BULLETIN
Want to receive the monthly bulletin even faster? Did you

know that you can sign up to receive electronic delivery? And
you don’t have to be a computer genius to take advantage of
this. All you need is a valid e-mail address. If you would like to
give it a try, send your request to ftc1937@verizon.net. And
don’t worry. You will still receive a paper bulletin by mail.

GOOd ANd wELfARE
Dr. John Weber is recovering from a recent illness and is

back here...We wish his father the best oof luck with some 
up-coming surgery.

Congratulations to John Jutt, Jr. on passing his Series 7 Exam.
(Now Get To WORK!)

Gene Schettini is home recovering from an infection in his
new ankle, that had to be removed so they  could clear up 
the infection.

Gene is in good spirit and it will be a long recovery. Wishing
everyone a healthy and happy Holiday. Call Jeff Squeri at 
516-221-6343 or 516-652-5981.

~ Jeff

MEMBERSHIP
We will close out the year with 208 members. Two new mem-

bers will be sworn in at the December meeting: Frank Abrams,
Ted Barbatsuly.  Frank lives in Lynbrook and was the former
Chief of the Lynbrook FD. Ted enjoys fishing as well as hunting.
In addition, club member Rodger Nelson has elected to re-join
after an extended absence.  Please join in welcoming everyone
aboard. 

Membership renewal letters were mailed out on December 1.
If you do not receive one contact the membership committee
at ftc1937@verizon.net.  Membership dues effective January 1,
2012 are $225 for regular members and $250 for family 

members. Due to rising costs, the dues reflect a $25 increase.  
If you wish to avoid the increase post mark your renewal prior
to December 31, 2011 and you may pay at the old rate.



December 2011 DERBY,AWARDS & CONTESTSREPORT
Awards Chairman: Captain Bill Morrogh

Committee Team: Bill Morrogh and Mike Zullo

CATCH Of 
THE
MONTH
Tautog/
Blackfish

our “Catch of the Month”
goes to Brian Doherty who
scored with this beautiful and
very chunky 13 lb. 8 oz. tog’
fishing a local piece of bottom
on his boat the Blue Sky. This is one of the largest locally
caught blackfish ever weighed in by a FTC member. 

Congrats to Brian on an outstanding catch ! 

The club record stands at 16.88 lbs caught by Dennis
Cataldo out of ocean City, Md in 2010.  

For bragging rights,  please email me at philton@
optonline.net  or text me at 516 721 8907 to be considered
for “Catch of the Month” by the bulletin committee.  Include
a picture and some catch details. Thanks to all who sub-
mitted entries this Month and please keep them coming.   

~ Paul Hilton / Emily S

OUR DECEMBER DERBY WINNERS:
Cod

Cod (6 lbs) October 1st ~ December 11th

FREEPORT TUNA CLUB
Committees

President • Jim Rooney • January 23, 2011
1st Vice President 2nd Vice President   Secretary treasure

Bill Toohey Bob Pandy Bill Morrogh John Deum 
(Non-Fishing related Committees) (Fishing related Committees)

Finance Property House Entertainment

Pending John Gerrity* Woody Anderson* Robert Bohlert*
Don Granger* Don Morin Paul Noto

Al Cascino John Weber
Robert Dimino Gerald Amitrano
Bob Sabella Jim Azzi Good & Welfare

Paul Cunningham Jeff Squeri*
Ray Geiger Chris Squeri

Special Events Membership Web-Site Press & P/r
Bob Pandy* Michael Sullivan* Theresa Morrogh* Chris Squeri*
Jim Rooney* Jeff Squeri Don Granger Jeff Squeri
Al Casciano Chris Scarpantonio Bill Morrogh Yearbook

Harry Weinblatt Nick Nero Pending
Joe Jahn Tim Sherman

raffle Prize Bulletin Holiday Party Nominating/rules
Joe Steiner* John Jutt* Bob Pandy Pending

Paul Hilton Woody Anderson
Ships Store Michael Sullivan
Paul Schuber* Lawrence Festa

Rosemary Schuber
Fishing Related Committees

Awards & Contest Derbies Shoot-outs Captain/Angler

Bill Morrogh* Bill Morrogh* Chris Bellinzoni* Bob Pandy*

Michael Zullo Michael Zullo John Rooney Jim Rooney

Lawrence Festa Lawrence Festa Joe Steiner

Conservation Fishing reports open Clinic John Koenig 

Dennis Cataldo* Harry Weinblatt* Bob Dimino* Bill Hines

Bill Toohey Chris Bellinzoni John Rooney

Sharon Missan

rodeos tournaments Ken Donin

Jim Rooney* Mat Errett* Don Morin

Bob Sabella Ken Kapner

Joe Jahn

Woody Anderson

To All Freeport Tuna Club Members and their Families

Annual Holiday Party

You are Cordially Invited to 
Attend Our Annual Christmas Party

Annual Holiday Party
Sunday, December 11th

at 1:00 in the Afternoon
  At our General Meeting Location at the

Cure of Ars Auditorium
Merrick, New York

 Great Raffle Prizes.....Buffet Dinner
Fun 4 U Faces Facepainter.....Annabelle The Magician

 
Santa Will Make His Yearly Appearence 

(Please Print Child’s Name On Gift And $20 Limit)

Wrap An Empty Box To Decorate Around Santa’s Seat
Let’s Participate In The Holiday Bakeoff As Prizes Will Be Awarded

Please Attend This Special Club Event With Your Family...
And Gentlemen... Please Show This To The Ladies!

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

The Cod derby is the last derby of 2011. Get out and win the
derby if you can (6lb minimum)!

The Shark, Bluefish and Striped Bass derbies closed on 
November 27th. All Derby slips must be in to the committee by
December 11th. We’ll be awarding these trophies in January.

Don’t forget to send in any weigh slips that you’ve been holding.
You may have an annual award winner and not know it! The
deadline for slips is January 10th!



FRED CHALL MARINE
SUPPLY, CORP.

“Servicing the FTC for over 20 years”

“We will not be undersold”

5 ATLANTIC PLAZA, FREEPORT

516-868-0177
For All Yor Boating Needs 

®

BLUE MARLIN
BOATS

Used Boats Bought, Sold & Brokered
for current listings log on to 

www.bluemarlinboats.net

4076 merrick road, seaford, nY 11783

tel. (516) 679-2121 • Fax (516) 679-2739

Best Prices, Premium Products, 
Knowledgable Staff

We have all your boating & fishing needs

VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE:

SouthShoreMarineSupply.com

SOUTH SHORE MARINE SUPPLY
� Bait & Tackle  �

“Your One Stop Source”
4108 Merrick Rd.

Massepequa, NY 11758
516-557-2510

516-557-2512 Fax

New Boats
Pre-Own 

Brokerage Boats

124 Woodcleft Ave., Freeport, NY  11520
528 Country Rd. 39, Southampton, NY  11968

631-761-6193 • 1-800-635-FRED
www.fredchallmarine.com • fchall@optonline.net

mercury & suzuki engines

extended warranties on all new and left over

boats plus free sea tow membership

fish boats

pilot house • walkaround • center console

cruisers • bunk & roller trailers

FRED CHALL MARINE
FACTORY OUTLET

MCBRIDES BAR & GRILL

101 BEDFORD AVE., BELLMORE, NY

516-783-0007
HAPPY HOUR MON.-FRI. 4-7 BEER SPECIALS

WITH A SPLENDID BUFFET

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY 

(718) 850-0700

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY

(718) 850-0700

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

®

Complete Marine 
Service & Financing

500 SOUTH MAIN STREET
FREEPORT, NY 11520
TEL: (516) 546-8880
FAX: (516) 378-1505

AL
GROVER’S

HIGH & DRY
MARINA

500 SOUTH MAIN STREET
FREEPORT, NY 11520
TEL: (516) 546-8880
FAX: (516) 378-1505

AL
GROVER’S

HIGH & DRY
MARINA

SALES OFFICE NEW & PRE-OWNED:
TEL. (516) 771-7020
FAX (516) 771-7348

WWW.ALGROVERSMARINE.COM
WWW.SPELLMANSMARINE.COM

�	
���������������

SALES OFFICE NEW & PRE-OWNED:
TEL. (516) 771-7020
FAX (516) 771-7348

WWW.ALGROVERSMARINE.COM
WWW.SPELLMANSMARINE.COM

BUY • SELL • TRADE



Of Merrick

Official Printer for

The Freeport Tuna Club
DISCOUNTS FOR ALL MEMBERS

255 Sunrise Highway, Merrick, NY 11566

Tel 516.546.2312  •  Fax 516.623.0870
web: www.mmpmk.com  •  e-mail: Info@mmpmk.com

SHIP STORE SALE
New Items:

FTC Beer Mugs $3 • FTC Koolies 2 For $3
FTC Gear Bags $22

Small Gear Bags Discounted to $15
Large Gear Bags Discounted to $30

FTC Anniversary 
Golf Shirts Slashed to $20

Great Quality Below Our Cost.
Avoid Sunburn on the back of your neck

By purchasing an Adams Hat
Adams Hats

Regular Price $25 Discounted $20

Contact Paul or Rosemary Schuber At Next GM

(516) 232-0645
Sailing From Woodcleft Fishing Station

447 Woodcleft Avenue, Freeport, New York

CAPT. FRED BALTUSIS
Freeport, New York

Call To 
Customize 

Your Fishing 
Adventure 35 Ft. Custom Downeaster

AdVERTISING:
Advertisers are
needed to help fund
this publication. 
If you or anyone you
know who like to
advertise please

contact John Jutt 
at jjutt@mmpmk.com
or call 516-546-2312.



HENRY R. JENET MEATS
WHOLESALE - RETAIL

Poultry, Beef, Lamb, Pork - Fresh Daily

106-57 160th Street
Jamaica, NY  11433

Tel. 718-291-5700 
FREEPORT TUNA CLUB MEMBER

FreePort baseD

Free towinG For members

Call about DisCounteD 

FtC member rates

516-623-4183

PANDAMAN
PAINTING - PAPER HANGING

SPECIALIST
Paper Removal / Sheetrock Work • Tape / Spackle

Decorative Mouldings Installed
Neat Clean Professional Service

Powerwashing • 30 Years Experience
WE DO IT ALL & MORE!

516.781.4011
BOB PANdY

1314 1st aVenue, new YorK, nY  10021

212.717.7403

www.CiGarinn.Com

THE CIGAR INN BLUE MARLIN
CHARTER BOAT

35’ DUFFY & DUFFY SPORT FISHERMAN
TURBO DIESEL POWERED
Captain Harry Weinblatt

30+ YEARS FISHING EXPERIENCE
20 YEARS USCG LICENSED MASTERS
516-623-9860 • Cell 516-351-7223

FTC MEMBER



Capt. Scott Schafer
Montauk Marine Basin, Montauk, New York

631-668-5800 / Cell 516-523-3299

��������
�����	�����������
�����	���
51’ Sullivan Custom Built

1-28 Passenger
Private Charters • Special Group and Club Rates 

Capt. Scott Schafer
Montauk Marine Basin, Montauk, New York

631-668-5800 / Cell 516-523-3299

Inshore
Offshore

www.tunafishtackle.com

Custom Hand Tied Rigs • Onsite Reel Repair
All Baits • Inshore/Offshore

450 Fire Island Avenue • Babylon, NY 11702

visit our website
for direction or call: 631-274-7042

Most Major

Credit Cards

Accepted

SeaIsle-Tackle.com
(516) 868-8855

Fax : (516) 546-2983
Sales@SeaIsle-Tackle.com

Complete Selection of Tackle
Complete Line of Custom Rods
Complete Line of Rod Building Supplies
Complete Inhouse Repairs
Complete Selection of Live, Fresh & Frozen Baits
Completely Helpful and Friendly Staff 

The Complete Tackle Shop

Long Island’s Most Complete Selection of Inshore, Freshwater
and Surf Fishing Equipment • Custom Built Rods
MIKE NICOLETTI & BOB TURTURELLO

3031 Merrick Road, Wantagh, NY  11793
516.785.3223 • Fax: 516.679.6815
www.causewaybaitandtackle.com

SOUTH SHORE 

COMPUTER SERVICES

“Technology, Sales and Staff Augmentation Services”

24/7/365

Ed Faza
516.238.2724

ed@southshorecomputerservices.com

fUEL • BAIT • TACKLE 

WOODCLEFT FISHING
STATION

FULL LINE OF FISHING GEAR

447 Woodcleft Avenue Freeport, NY 11520

516 • 378 • 8748

Richie Rosenkranz
FTC MEMBER

Wasabi Sportfishing 

 
Offering Open Boat & Private Charters 

For Tuna, Shark, Sword, Mahi & 
Anything else that swims on the edge 

 

516-650-1759 
Capt. Chris Gerhart, 50 Ton USCG Master 


