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ecember is here and the Holidays are right around
the corner. I would like to start my last president’s

message by congratulating FTC’s own Dave Denenberg on
his reelection to the Nassau Legislator, Good luck Dave.
Our condolences also go to Dave and the Dennberg family
on the passing of Dave’s father Julian. I would also like to
thank Chris Squri for his many years of service to the
Board of directors (thank you Chris). I would like to wel-
come aboard new board member Jeff Yapoliter and the re-
elected incumbents (keep up the good work gentlemen).
Congratulations also go to our new president Ed Fazza and
his executive board (good luck Ed I look forward to serv-
ing the club under your administration). I am sure I am
leaving the club in great hands. As my tenure comes to a
close I went back and read my first presidents message. I
was very happy to see that many of our goals have been
addressed; this could not be possible without the hard
work and dedication of so many members. It is this dedi-
cation that makes me to be so very proud to have been
your president the last two years. In this time we held three
successful open seminars, reinstated Thursday night clin-
ics, and started our bulkhead project, just to name a few of
our accomplishments. Membership participation has gone
up and needs to continue to go up. With our improvement
project moving forward the club will need it’s members to

be more active than ever before to insure
we stay the best club in NY. I also ask our
membership to support our annual raffle;
this raffle benefits the whole club and gives
you a chance to win some great prizes. The
drawings will be held at our annual Christ-
mas party on December 9th at the
Freeport recreation center.

In closing I want to thank my family for their sup-
port, encouragement and sacrifice during my two terms a
president; for without them I would not have been able to
for fill my obligations. I am very grateful to the board of di-
rectors, committee heads and committee personal, and the
general membership for your hard work and love for this
club which enabled me to have a successful presidency. I
thank each and ever member in this club for the Honor and
privilege to let me serve as your president for the last two
years. And as always remember that participation is defi-
nitely the key to a great club experience. I wish you all a
safe and happy holiday season

Jim Rooney
President

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
To all members and their families

May the new year bring health, happiness, prosperity and peace.

D

NEXT GM
THURSDAY DECEMBER 13, 2007 • 8:00 PM

CURE OF ARS CHURCH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM
MERRICK AVENUE • MERRICK

(South of Sunrise Highway, between Sunrise Highway and Merrick Road)

President’s Message Jim Rooney
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and on this particular day the fish were cooperative and
bit their “heads off”. Final tally was twenty Cod to 33lbs,
Pollack to the mid-twenties and a load of Seabass up to
the six-pound range.

Closer to shore and still out east the Blackfishing is as
good as it gets. On many of his recent trips Capt. Jim Krug
sailing aboard his Persuader has been able to put his crew
“on the meat” He reported that his catches have been ex-
cellent with his largest to date, 10.5 lbs. A sprinkling of
cod have also been caught on the same grounds.

Back to the west and closer to home the Blackfishing has
started in earnest. On a mid November day Bob Bohlert
skippered his Joint Effort, accompanied by fellow FTC
member Paul Marcy. Once anchored on the spot, Paul’s
rod took on the bend of its life.
A short while later a 12.7 lb. Blackfish lined the inside of
his fishbox. Congratulations on one fine “tog”. Our other
bottom-fishing experts Magic Too and Tin Man have re-
ported that fishing has been excellent on all of their recent
outings.

Closer to shore striped bass and bluefish continue their
fall migration with reckless abandon. On a recent blustery
Sunday, John Campa skippered his Mary Etta to an area
west of our inlet under a sky full of diving Gannets. Before
the jig hit the bottom it was fish on, the largest that day
was 31.1 lbs. Many other club boats have taken advantage
of the same action, Nikki Ann, Bunker Dunker, Four Bells
all have reported excellent bass and blue action under the
birds.

I once again hope that the membership has enjoyed read-
ing my reports this past season. I enjoy serving our club
by contributing my time and research to this column. I am
looking forward to sharing the 2008 season with all of you
“reel” soon.

Have a safe and healthy holiday season.
Sincerely,
Captain Harry Weinblatt
F/V Blue Marlin

FISHING
BULLETIN
Our 2007 Season will be ending in just a few more weeks.
For most club members fishing related activities have al-
ready ended. Our club property is staged with boats that
will reside their for the winter, concurrent with the bulk-
head replacement that will commence in the not to dis-
tant future. Although the season has ended for most it has
only begun for the angler who enjoys fishing at this time
of the year. The fishery at this time of the year requires the
angler to be able to adapt to  tougher conditions as well as
to focus when the opportunity presents itself at the end
of your hook. With the  local waters still at about 50-de-
gree range, our winter fishery is still far  from over. If the 
weather continues to hold out we can expect the fishing to
be excellent right up through the start of the New Year, a
repeat of last year.

Our resident shark expert, Larry Festa was on a major fall
shark-fishing quest this season. Quite determined to land
a monster his weekly trips proved lackluster until the one 
that took place on November 12. Accompanied by crew
of Mike Sullivan, Matt Errit and George Senirco they
bested a Thresher of 339 lbs after a spirited ninety-minute
battle by angler Mike Sullivan. Congratulations from all of
us on your fine fall trophy. 

I traded in my offshore rods in exchange for a pair of dou-
ble anchors on my bow. Noting it was that “time of the
year”; I crewed up with Bob Hindenlang, Paul Hilton and
Brian Dougherty. We sailed the Blue Marlin to a few
wrecks in 25 fathoms of water and were treated to the
finest kind of Seabass fishing. When the day was over and
our limit was had, our largest Seabass, caught by Paul
Hilton weighed 6.10 pounds. Bob Hindenlang also had
one of 6.6 lbs. A sprinkling of Cod rounded out the catch,
the largest was 13.6 lbs.

Further offshore and to the east Capt Scott Schafer also
knew that is was that same “time of the year”. Accompa-
nied by Co-Capt. Darin and FTC crew of Larry Festa, An-
thony Testa Sr. and Jr. and Jr. Angler Bobby Krug, they
headed offshore to the Capt’s “favorite” stop in 30 fath-
oms of water. Once anchored they got right to business

❄
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New Head for DEC Department of Marine Resources
James Gilmore was appointed by Commissioner Grannis as the new Chief of the DEC Marine Resources in the NYS 

Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine Resources. Gilmore has spent many years working New York in different 
capacities within the DEC since 1994. Gilmore was educated in NY and received a Masters in Marine Biology 
from SUNY Stonybrook. He currently lives in Amityville. His current responsibilities include the management of 
living marine resources and their habitats within the Marine and Coastal District of New York State.
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Property

CONSERVATION

As this is being written, our contractor, Hancock Con-
tracting, has been given verbal assurance by the Army Corp that
we will have the required permits to begin construction of the
bulkhead by December 15. That will be a nice holiday present.
Let’s all hope that the Corp lives up to its promise. This being the
case, boat owners are advised to remove all of their belongings
that they do not wish damaged or discarded from the construc-
tion zone which extends back 40 feet from the bulkhead and en-
compasses the entire south end of the property beginning at the
gate. 

Summer contracts will be mailed out in January. You
should expect an increase in dock rates to bring the rates in line
with fair market rates for marinas in the area. 

Good and Welfare

Our condolences go out to member legislator Dave Denen-
berg on the recent loss of his father. His dad, Julian,  is sur-
vived by his wife Daisy and their three children. 

Congratulations to Christopher Bellinzoni  on his acceptance
to Bingamton school of management MBA program (way to
go stp)  Chris was awarded an academic scholarship.

Congratulations to Mike Zullo on the completion of his
third NYC marathon. Mike completed this year in under 3
hours and 45 minutes

The New York Sportsfishing Federation is planning to rep-
resent The Freeport Tuna Club and all recreational anglers at
the upcoming meetings and hearings on fluke, porgies, sea
bass and blue fish. At the last meeting we passed the Recre-
ational Anglers Bill of Rights around for approval. This will
be the basis for our “negotiations” at the upcoming licensing
meeting held by the Marine Reserve Advisory Council focus
groups. Together we can make a difference. Please confirm
that you have rec'd this information. 

Sincerely, 
Dennis M. Cataldo

Recreational Angler’s Bill of Rights

In 2008 we are about to face much tighter fluke and blackfish reg-
ulations than we already have.

By 2009 the Federal Government requires our enrollment as recre-
ational anglers.  By 2011 we will have to pay for this registration
if we have not been forced to do so sooner.

The New York Sportfishing Federation is the only organization
that represents only the “recreational anglers” in New York and
no one else.  We have one primary agenda:
Protecting the rights of recreational anglers.

We are advocating a Bill of Rights for Recreational Anglers in
New York.  We need to know if the club is for it or opposed.  Does
your club support the Bill of Rights?

1. The Recreational Angler has the right to utilize a li-
cense that provides for the exclusive right to fish for blackfish and
striped bass.  

2. The Recreational Angler has the right to be free from
MPA’s without scientific data supporting evidence that recre-
ational fishing is detrimental to the habitat in question.

3. The Recreational Angler has the right to be free from
seasonal closures without scientific data independent of MRFSS.

4. The Recreational Angler has the right to establish a
more active reef program with the allocation of resources
(through a license or independent fund) for substantial reef build-
ing habitat for recreational anglers in New York.

5. The Recreational Angler has the right to a salt-water li-
cense with a dedicated fund for preserving our fisheries.

6. The Recreational Angler has the right to be repre-
sented on all official organizations having authority over the al-
location of marine resources and habitats.

Ethanol & Winterization

Ethanol has been touted as a salvation to OPEC manipula-
tion. But as with every good thing there is some bad. Gaso-
line fuel left in the boat’s gas tank over the winter can have
some bad side effects from the condensation that can occur.
This condensation results from too little fuel in the tanks and
can lead to something called phase separation. This is an ac-
tual separation like oil and water but it is gasoline and
ethanol, which absorbs water and therefore can potentially
create condensation buildup. If this does occur, and it is not
definite but just sort of depends, the residue from the ethanol
sinks to the bottom of the gas tank, and can rust them out
and also clog some of the engine filters.
Midwest boat owners have used Ethanol for years and they
recommend that at least one-half of the tank remains filled to
minimize the condensation process. This phase separation
occurs more as the boat is left unused. So while the actual
damages to your boat of this chemical reaction are unclear
the usage of your boat greatly reduces this potential damage.  

Membership

Letters will be going out in the first half of December
for renewal of your membership.  The 2008 dues, which are
$225 for family members and $200 for regular members, are due
on January 1, 2008.   Membership dues have been raised $50.
The increase is to assist with providing the funds necessary to
improve the Club’s property. 
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FRED CHALL MARINE
SUPPLY, CORP.

“Servicing the FTC for over 20 years”
“We will not be undersold”

5 ATLANTIC PLAZA, FREEPORT
516-868-0177

For All Yor Boating Needs 

MCBRIDES BAR & GRILL

101 BEDFORD AVE., BELLMORE, NY

516-783-0007
HAPPY HOUR MON.-FRI. 4-7 BEER SPECIALS

WITH A SPLENDID BUFFET

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY 

(718) 850-0700

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

Official Printer for the Freeport Tuna Club

DISCOUNTS FOR ALL MEMBERS

516-546-2312
255 Sunrise Highway, Merrick

INLET DREDGING

The good news is that it appears that both the Jones and Fire Island In-
lets are planned to be dredged after months of public confusion and po-
litical indecision. Jones Inlet will be dredged and completed by April
1st.  Senator Skelos’s office is supportive and all the paper work is done
and the RFP for the contractor was sent out last week. Expect the job
to start after the New Year but no definite start date has been set - only
that everyone is on board and the project will be completed by April 1
for the Piping Plovers, according to a FTC member involved in the mar-
itime industry.

According to the Army Corp of Engineers, the Fire Island
Inlet is scheduled to be dredged with a projected beginning the second
week in November 2007.This is a periodic maintenance of the Inlet as
established by he Rivera and Harbors Act of 1962. The dredged mate-
rial will be placed as beach nourishment at Gilgo Beach to west of the
inlet. The NYSDEC project allows for a channel 14 feet deep with a
width of 450 feet covering a distance of 1.8 miles in the Fire Island
Inlet. 

Recreational Boating
Act of 2007-Caution!

Please take a few minutes and contact your one Representative and
two Senators, even if you have already done so. We need them to sup-
port and co-sponsor "The Recreational Boating Act of 2007" (House
Bill #2550 and Senate Bill #2067).  Boating groups are working to pass
this legislation, which will eliminate (for recreational boats only) the
new court-imposed EPA permit. We know that boating depends on
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clean water and healthy natural resources. However, a boat permit will
not create a tangible environmental benefit, and it will be another in-
convenience and tax for you 

Inshore Buoy Problems

Inshore buoy problems continue to occur mainly due to Captain’s ac-
cidents or recklessness. As you know our 23 mile out buoy 44025 went
out of service during the summer due to a hit by a boat.  A replacement
hull is being readied as a replacement. It will be deployed as soon as the
Coast Guard provides support for the exchange which is expected
sometime before next fishing season. Maintenance for all buouys is
only scheduled every 24 months! It is costly and time consuming on a
regular basis and getting emergency work is as difficult.An innocent
bump in the fog by an inconsiderate boater can siphon tens of thou-
sands of dollars from our taxes!  The Ambrose Light Station, ALSN6,
was hit by a vessel about 5 weeks ago and is in very bad shape.  The C-
MAN station continues to operate, but the Coast Guard has determined
the tower cannot be repaired and must be destroyed. There is no sched-
ule for this, but they say it will be done as soon as possible. They are
looking at alternatives for a replacement. This is not the first time Am-
brose has been hit. It has already been rebuilt at least twice after being
hit many years before. If you have had a chance to see this towering
structure it is hard to believe that large vessels cannot see it!  From the
CG report “On November 3, the structure reportedly suffered sub-
stantial damage to its legs, stanchion and the revolving light which was
bent and no longer rotating after it was reportedly struck by The Axel
Spirit, a 799-foot tanker ship operated by the Teekay Shipping Com-
pany, while it was going to the Chevron facility in Perth Amboy, N.J”



BLUE MARLIN
CHARTER BOAT

35’ DUFFY & DUFFY SPORT FISHERMAN
TURBO DIESEL POWERED

Captain Harry Weinblatt
30+ YEARS FISHING EXPERIENCE

20 YEARS USCG LICENSED MASTERS
516-623-9860 • Cell 516-351-7223

FTC MEMBER

SeaIsle-Tackle.com
(516) 868-8855

Fax : (516) 546-2983
Sales@SeaIsle-Tackle.com

Complete Selection of Tackle
Complete Line of Custom Rods
Complete Line of Rod Building Supplies
Complete Inhouse Repairs
Complete Selection of Live, Fresh & Frozen Baits
Completely Helpful and Friendly Staff 

The Complete Tackle Shop

Established 1982 - Open 7 Days
Get the finest quality of

OFFSHORE & INSHORE
BAIT & TACKLE

Gulf 89, 93 & Diesel
Shimano  Jinkai

Zuker  Spreader Bars
Ballyhoo - Gamakatsu-Sampo

516-766-3110
Mark Keller - President

Visit our website for updated 
fishing reports, new products,

weather links & more.  
www.bayparkfishing.com

info@bayparkfishing.com

Bay Park Fishing Station
480a Reina Rd.
Oceanside, NY

Long Island’s Most Complete Selection of Inshore, Freshwater
and Surf Fishing Equipment • Custom Built Rods

MIKE NICOLETTI & BOB TURTURELLO
3031 Merrick Road, Wantagh, NY  11793

516.785.3223 • Fax: 516.679.6815
www.causewaybaitandtackle.com

SOUTH SHORE 
COMPUTER SERVICES

“Technology, Sales and Staff Augmentation Services”

24/7/365

Ed Faza
516.238.2724

ed@southshorecomputerservices.com

FUEL • BAIT • TACKLE 

WOODCLEFT FISHING
STATION

FULL LINE OF FISHING GEAR

447 Woodcleft Avenue Freeport, NY 11520

516 • 378 • 8748

Richie Rosenkranz
FTC MEMBER
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HENRY R. JENET MEATS
WHOLESALE - RETAIL

Poultry, Beef, Lamb, Pork - Fresh Daily

106-57 160th Street
Jamaica, NY  11433

Tel. 718-291-5700 
FREEPORT TUNA CLUB MEMBER

cohen greve 
& company cpa, p.c.

certified public accountants

j. timothy sherman, cpa
partner

ftc member
BUSINESS CONSULTANT • TAX PLANNING • FINANCIAL PLANNING • PENSION PLANS

485 jericho tpke., mineola, ny  11501
tel. 516-877-1900  fax 516-742-0122

jtsherm@cohengreve.com

Kevin Fitzpatrick         

Owner / Broker 
                     * Member of Freeport Tuna Club * 

               

265 East Main Street – Suite 157, East Islip, NY  11730 

Tel: 631.224.8990 or Toll-Free: 866-250-7325 � Fax: 631.224.8977 
e-mail: Kevin@priorityfunding.com  website: www.priorityfunding.com 

 
                  Registered Mortgage Broker, 

              NYS & Florida Banking Dept. Loans arranged through third party Lender 
 

PANDAMAN
PAINTING - PAPER HANGING

SPECIALIST
Paper Removal / Sheetrock Work • Tape / Spackle

Decorative Mouldings Installed
Neat Clean Professional Service

Powerwashing • 30 Years Experience
WE DO IT ALL & MORE!

516.781.4011
BOB PANDY

QUINN’S FREEPORT
AUTO

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

TOWING - ROAD SERVICE

NYS EMISSION INSPECTION

121 GUY LOMBARDO AVENUE
FREEPORT, NY 11520

378-0855

Priority________________ 
  Funding Residential, Commercial & Reverse Mortgages 

       

     For all your mortgage needs 

        in New York and Florida 

     
                             Straight Talk 

       Honest Answers � Fair Pricing 

1314 1ST AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY  10021
212.717.7403

WWW.CIGARINN.COM

THE CIGAR INN

FREEPORT BASED

FREE TOWING FOR MEMBERS
CALL ABOUT DISCOUNTED 

FTC MEMBER RATES

516-623-4183

Tommy Bahama  • Life is Good • Columbia 
Guy Harvey • Aftco / Blue Water

Maui Jim • Costa Del Mar • Blissfully Unaware
Teva • Panama Jack • Rugged Shark

• Penn International • Shimano • Daiwa 
Key Largo Rods • Gamagatsu • Mustad • Power Pro

.....& Much More

516.378.3232
377 Woodcleft Avenue • Freeport, New York 11520

WWW.ISLAMORADAOUTFITTERS.COM

Nautical Mile
Freeport

Come by Car or Boat
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DECEMBER 2007 DERBY, AWARDS & CONTEST REPORT
Awards Chairman: Captain Lawrence J. Festa

Committee Team: Captain Michael Zullo, Mary Ellen Zullo, 

Captain Chris Squeri, Joseph Johns, Bill Morrogh

On behalf of your committee I wish all of you and your families a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. I commend 
our Second Term President, Jim Rooney for his two successful terms leading our club.  

The FTC Awards Committee is very proud to announce that Senior Board Member Bill Morrogh will be heading up the FTC Awards Committee for
2008. Bill brings years of experience to the committee and I welcome him aboard as our new Chairman for the Awards & Contest Committee. I thank
all of the members who I served over the passed seven years as committee head for working with me in making our Awards & Contests the “BEST of

THE BEST!” I will be staying on with the committee during this changing of the guard to keep the transition seamless.

The following derbies are closed and will be awarded at our GM.
Final Result are:

Fall Tuna (25 lbs.)……………….……….. September 1st ~ October 7th

The following derbies are closed, winners will be awarded at our December GM:
Fall Seabass (02 lbs.)….………...……….September 22nd ~ October 21st 

1ST Place: Peter Cefai…………………….……….. 5.25 lbs. F/V “Emily S” 
2ND Place: Mary Ellen Zullo....................................3.8 lbs. F/V “Magic too”

3RD Place: …………………………………………………”Not Awarded”

Fall Black fish (03 lbs.)….......…………… October 21st ~ November 25th 
1ST Place: Paul Marcy……….…………12.43 lbs. F/V “Joint Effort II” 
2ND Place: Michael Zullo……………………..8.50 lbs. F/V “Tin Man”

3RD Place: Bobbie Hindenlang…………………….8.30 lbs. F/V “Tin Man”

Fall Striped Bass (15 lbs.)…......… October 14th t ~ November 25th
1ST Place: Paul Noto………….36.44 lbs. F/V “Rocket Fish” 

2ND Place: John Campa……….…………31.10 lbs. F/V “MaryEtta”
3RD Place: Paul Hilton……….………………25.12 lbs. F/V “Emily S”

The following Derbies are in progress this month:
Fall Cod (10 lbs.)……………..…………September 29th ~ December 9th

Awards, Contests & Derby News: As we start to wind down our season, here is a little 
preview at some of our largest of each species, based on weigh slips submitted:

Bluefish:  Don Morin 14 lbs. Blackfish:  Paul Marcy 12.43 lbs.
Codfish:  Scott Schafer 33.00 lbs. Flounder:  Bobbie Krug 3.37 lbs.
Fluke:  Joe Fanora 13.00 lbs Tuna (Yellowfin): Bobbie Hindenlang 195 
Shark (Mako):  Fred Reuhman 178 lbs. Shark (Thresher): Michael Sullivan 339 lbs. 
Mahi: Sean Libby 16.18 lbs. Weakfish: None 
Striped Bass: Paul Grippo 45.5 lbs. Seabass: Paul Hilton 6.8 lbs
Tuna (Big Eye): Sean Libby 237 lbs. Billfish (Sword): Paul Noto 95 lbs.

Please come to our December GM to be recognized for your outstanding achievements in the art of sport fishing. 
No other club does it better then we do.

USGC Local Web Page

Here is the link to the 
Coast Guard NY District PR 

PPaaggee:hhttttp:////wwwww..ussccggnnewyoorrkk..ccoomm//ggoo//ssiittee//880022//



FreeportTunaClub,Inc.
CharteredtoPromote

Sport-fishing&Conservation

2007Officers

JamesRooney.......................................President

ChrisSqueri............................1stVicePresident

JosephJahn..........................2ndVicePresident

MikeSullivan.......................................Treasurer

ChrisBellinzoni....................................Secretary

PostOfficeBox5
Freeport,NewYork11520

DeliverTo:

CLASSIFIED:

1998 Hydro Sport CC, Mint condition,175 Ocean Pro Evinrude. New Power-
head & Block in 2000, Bimi Top, very low Hrs, many extras Asking $10,000.
Call George H-561-2662 C-860-8743

1-ATL diesel fuel Bladder- 50 gallon capacity with all necessary hardware,
exc con\dition $300
2. Four Shimano 50 TLD II- 2 speed 50 pound class graphite reels, spooled

with 80 pound Momoi Blue diamond line, exc working condition, profes-
sionally maintained. - $325 each
Contact Chris Gerhart-516-897-6898

4 Penn 50sw Internationals - great shape - $375 each
4 Penn 80 Internationals - very good shape - $375 each
All reels been serviced last year. Contact Chris: 516-523-3444

2001 Pursuit 3000 Express. Twin 300 Mercruiser inboards, 300hrs. Hard-
top&canvas. Sleeps 4. Electronics, head/shower, fridge, microwave, stove,
AC/Heat. Mint Condition. Asking $99,000. At FTC for viewing. Call Rich H:
631-543-3866 C: 516-641-0740.

Wanted 25 hp outboard long shaft with tiller. Call Joe, 516-851-8762

Looking for 13” Boston Whaler with or withot engine,
contact Jeff 516-425-4645

To place an ad in our classified contact Capt. John Jutt 516-546-2312
or email to: JJutt@mmpmk.com
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Season’s greetings
The editorial and production
staff of the Tuna Tower News

wishes the entire FTC
membership the best of

holidays and a Happy New Year.
We thank all you who have

contributed your time,
expertise, and input. Next year

we look forward to more partici-
pation by you, the members, in

continuing to make this publica-
tion the best in the fishing club

community.


