
TUNA TOWER NEWS
Freeport Tuna Club, Inc.

First off, big thanks to John Weber and the cook crew for putting on an amazing Oktoberfest. 
Also thanks go to Ray Geiger for donating a keg of German beer for the evening. There was no 
shortage of good food and camaraderie.  
 
I am glad to announce that we will be having our November GM, Thursday, November 12 at the 
club property. We will be having our annual Board of Director’s elections and the turkey raffle. I 
look forward to seeing you all there. Remember Veterans’ Day - thank you for all your service. 
Wishing everyone a happy and safe Thanksgiving.  Capt. Adam 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE        

 N E X T  G M  
thursday, november 12  

at the property @ 7PM 

get in on our annual 
  turkey  raffle ! 

 
note 

location 

change

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the Editorial Staff we’d like to  
wish all the general membership and their families a safe and  

        Happy Thanksgiving! 
 



The October fall fishing has certainly not disappointed anyone that has been fishing on both the inshore and 
offshore grounds.   
Offshore the yellowfin bite at the secret spot has still been going strong. Again Ralph Drews on his No Mercy and 
Jimmy Woods on the Jenny II has trips with solid catches of yellowfin to 80 lbs on the chunk and troll. Inshore sharking 
has also been active with many nice threshers coming to the scales. Bob Bohlert on his boat Joint Effort brought in a nice 200 plus thresher 
early in the month. There is still time to get in on the offshore action I am guessing the fish will be around well into November.   
Inshore the blackfish have been chewing with some real nice catches for many members. Ken Donowski, Bob Pandy and other club members 
have been hitting the east end party boats with impressive blackfish catches into the double digits. The local reefs and wrecks have also 
been producing nice catches of Blackfish, a non member recently weighed a 17.4 lb fish from the AB reef.   

On the striper grounds plenty of fish have been around with slot fish being difficult to find some 
days. On the Hooker we have had fish to 46” on spoons and mojos. The Red Dawn Rising, No 
Mercy and Kingfisher have also had great action with fish to 49”. With all the bait around we 
should have a good pick of fish for a few more weeks.   
Bob O’Brien reported that Chris O’Brien fishing 4 mi SW of Debs in 40’ of water using eels 
had non-stop action - 16 fish 10 30+lbs 4 over 40lbs 2 were 46 lb and 47 lb respectively. Chris 
is now a member of the 40 lb. club. Bob says he’s fished 40+ yrs for stripers and never got a 
40lb. - he’s so very proud of his son!  

Please be sure to text or email your reports to be featured in the newsletter. 
adambollaci@gmail.com or 516-322-0030 

FISHING REPORT 

734 lb. 
BFT

Bruce Foster’s 
420 lb. BFT

FTC MEMBER GETS COVER OF

Capt. Ralph Drewes,  
Chris Gerhardt and  

Paul Greenwood at the scale  
with 734 lb BFT

Long time FTC Member, Ralph Drewes, F/V No Mercy, is featured on cover of this 
month’s issue of Big Game Fishing Journal... Why? The answer is simple, he puts his 
time in! Ralph is an avid offshore Tuna Fisherman that has endless hours/days trolling 
and chunking tuna from Jones Inlet, New York to Oregon Inlet, Carolina. His time-
tested skills pay off as you can see in the photos shown here. (I think maybe he can 
give us a seminar - hint...hint...) 
 
Job well done Ralph! It’s great to have members such as yourself represent the great-
est fishing club around - The FTC!



STRIPER DIARIES EPISODE 25    
BIG SWELL!!! When it comes to fall fishing, 
it is important to keep sea conditions at the 
forefront. Big ocean swells typically take 
place in October, and this year has been no 
different. With 7/8 ft walls of white water at 
both Jones and Deb’s Inlets, getting into 
the ocean to find the elusive striped bass 
has been difficult. This year, we turned our 
attention to black-fishing at our local 
bridges, when the ocean forecast called for 

unfavorable sea conditions. Our visit to several different local 
bridges rewarded us with plenty of action. Green crabs and con-
ventional set-ups proved to be a winner. Although we had plenty 
of ‘shorts’, we were able to put together a nice catch for the dinner 
table! What a blast.   
With the big swell, we also turned our attention to skinny water bass 
fishing. Our 16ft Alumacraft boat, powered with a Mercury 40hp 
does the trick. This little boat is a gem, and is perfect for drifting 
eels through the cuts and navigating into tight spaces. Throwing 
bucktails into drains and casting top water plugs into the marsh are 
very productive tools in the arsenal.   
Now that a ridge of high pressure has finally arrived, the ocean fore-
cast looks MINT. It’s time to seize the day, and yesterday we did just 

that! My plan was to head out of 
Deb’s Inlet and look for birds. 
Truth is, I had not fished the ocean 
in two (2) weeks, and had no idea 
where to go. Sure we heard re-
ports of bass in the usual spots - 
but fish have tails. As we ap-
proached the inlet, it was flat and 
the sun was blazing. We motored 
out and what I witnessed next 
was unbelievable. A sea of 

striped bass rolling on the surface, and 
miles of bunker and birds. Holy cow! It re-
minded me of our last trip to Montauk. 
Stop staring Pete yells out, and grab a fish-
ing rod! I grabbed my lightest Tsuami rod, 
paired with a Shimano 3000 and my fa-
vorite popper. First cast and BAM, fish 
crashed the popper and missed! Second 
cast and I am on!!! A nice 
healthy striped bass! The 
morning was unbelievable - I 
mean record setting. Double 
header bass and seas like 
glass. We never did make it 
out of the inlet and played 
catch and release with healthy 
25-27 inch bass crashing top 
water plugs. We also saw a 
team of dolphins swimming all 
around us. It was magical. Days 
like that are few and far between. It what makes a day on the water 
worth it. We even forgot about the election and corona-virus for a 
few hours. It was good-ole fishing, the way it should be. Until my 
next adventure. Tight Lines. 

 Capt. Barbara Solomon  
F/V Legal Limits

With the freezing temperature overnight on 10/30/20 the water at 
the property might be shut down any time now. If you plan to store 
your boat for the winter at the property be sure to send a copy of 
the lease (downloadable from the website) proof of insurance and 
a check for $15/foot for your boat. Send to Freeport Tuna Club, 
PO Box 5, Freeport, NY 11520 - ATTN: Don Granger. Arrange-
ments to have your boat placed on the property can be made 
through Travelers Marine. If you use a different hauler check with 
Travelers as to placement on the property. Please be sure your 
name appears either on your shrink wrap or on your trailer. All 
freezers are to be emptied and shut off by December 10, that ac-
commodates all you bass and blackfishermen. After that the prop-
erty committee will shut off your freezers. To keep those who 
summer dock at the club, this year’s rate will bew $80/ft (with the 
pay in full option at the first payment date receiving a 5% dis-
count). We retain the right to move boats as needed to keep a full 
marina. Once the marina empties the bubble system will be de-
ployed - please stay off the walkways as much as possible! Also, 
please disconnect your hoses from the outlets or we’ll need to dis-
connect them to blow out the water lines - you take a chance leav-
ing them on the docks to freeze and crack. Stay safe, stay warm... 
spring is just around the corner. 

Your Property Committee

PROPERTY COMMITTEE



GOOD & WELFARE  
Our sincere condolences to Phil Saccio upon the pass-
ing of his mother.  
 
Our thoughts are with Sil Mazzili who is healing nicely 
and getting stronger with his new hip.  
 
Congratulations to Chris O’Brien on the purchase of 
his house in Long Beach. 
 
Any good and welfare to report...  please contact   

Jeff Squeri 516-652-5981 
  

HELLO FTC 
MEMBERS  
The striped bass season is upon us. I’m wishing you all 
tight lines. Don’t forget to keep those fish in the slot 
size this year. I know it’s tough releasing those 
“Cows”, but we need them to survive for the future 
fishermen. Wishing you all a healthy and happy 
Thanksgiving from my family to yours.  

Semper Fi!   

Robert Cincotta 2nd VP 

F/V The Flounder Flopper 

CAPTAINS & ANGLERS  
The committee would like to thank John Weber and the cook 
crew for a trumendous Oktoberfest great food ,drink and 
music. A great night had by all. Captains & Anglers would like 
to thank all the raffle volenteers for the great effort making 
our Oktoberfest raffle very successful. Also big thanks goes 
to Danielle Donowski for helping out with desert on Oktober-
fest. Another thank you goes to the many members who 
helped clean up.                Thank you,  Jim Rooney  
ENTERTAINMENT    
Our October meeting and Oktoberfest was quite the success. 
Kudos all around for the cook crew and special guest chef, 
John Weber. We are considering hosting some winter events 
at the club. Perhaps a card game, some movies and seminars. 
If you have any interest or suggestions, please see me or call 
me at (516) 443-4680.  
 
As the season comes to a close there is still lots of fishing to 
be had - so get out there and please be safe. 

Tight lines and calm seas,    

   Bruce C. Forster 
     F/V Oh Reely & F/V Oh Yeah

DERBIES, AWARDS & CONTESTS  
Awards Chairman: Ray Geiger | Committee: Bob Benzenberg, Harry Sbaschnig & Bill Morrogh

SEA BASS 
1st:  Alex Nettuno 3.31 lbs F/V Neptune 
2nd:  Mike Zullo 3.00 lbs F/V Magic Too 
3rd:  Mike Zullo 2.75 lbs F/V Magic Too 

FLUKE 
1st:  MaryEllen Zullo 5.25 lbs F/V Magic Too 

TUNA (YFT) 
1st:  Ralph Drewes 79.38 lbs F/V No Mercy 
2nd:  Ralph Drewes 74.75 lbs F/V No Mercy 

   FALSE ALBACORE 
1st:  Ralph Drewes 15.25 lbs F/V No Mercy 
2nd:  Bob Pandy 7.0 lbs F/V Pandaman 
2nd:  Ray Geiger 7.0 lbs F/V Pandaman 
3rd:  Bob Pandy 5.9 lbs F/V Pandaman 
 

GREEN BONITO 
1st:  Bob Pandy 4.1 lbs F/V Pandaman 

If anyone is holding any weigh slips, now is the time to get them to us ASAP.  We must have them  
physically in hand within two weeks of the derby close. Our committee will be reviewing slips soon  
for the year end awards and would appreciate them sooner than later.   
Congrats to Greg Magnifico for proving once again that weakfish can be caught.  Well done! 

The following awards will be presented at our Nov. GM:

The remaining 2020 derbies are: 

SHARK 9/12-11/22 | BLUEFISH 9/12-11/22 | COD 9/2-12/6 | STRIPED BASS 10/3-11/22 | BLACKFISH 10/10-11/22 
 
I hope to see all of you members at our November GM this year.  It’s turkey night! Please come down to celebrate our club and the up-
coming holidays. Good luck to all!! 

                                 Best Fishes,  Ray Geiger



of Merrick
SOUTH SHORE MARINE SUPPLY 

Bait & Tackle 

“Your One Stop Source” 
4108 Merrick Rd. 

Massapequa, NY 11758 
516-557-2510 

516-557-2512 Fax 
Best Prices, Premium Products,  

Knowledgeable Staff 
We have all your boating & fishing needs 

VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE: 
SouthShoreMarineSupply.com

BLUE MARLIN 
BOATS  

Used Boats Bought, Sold & Brokered 
for current listings log on to  

 
WWW.BLUEMARLINBOATS.NET 

4076 Merrick Road, Seaford, NY 11783 

 
Tel: (516) 679-2121 • Fax: (516) 679-2739

Long Island’s Most Complete Selection of Inshore, Freshwater 
and Surf Fishing Equipment • Custom Built Rods 

MIKE NICOLETTI & BOB TURTURELLO 
3031 Merrick Road, Wantagh, NY 11793 

516.785.3223 • Fax: 516.679.6815 
www.causewaybaitandtackle.com

Official Printer for 

The Freeport Tuna Club 
 DISCOUNTS FOR ALL MEMBERS 
255 Sunrise Highway, Merrick, NY 11566 

Tel 516.546.2312 • Fax 516.623.0870 
web: www.mmpmk.com • e-mail: Info@mmpmk.com

Prager Metis is proud to support the 
Freeport Tuna Club 
Tim Sherman, CPA/CFF, CFE 

T 516.921.8900 ext. 549    E tsherman@pragermetis.com  
99 Sunnyside Boulevard | Woodbury, NY 11797 

New York | New Jersey | Los Angeles | London 

www.pragermetis.com



FREEPORT BASED 

 

FREE TOWING FOR MEMBERS 

CALL ABOUT DISCOUNTED  

FTC MEMBER RATES 

516-623-4183

Tel. 516-377-7720
Fax 516-223-9155

Summer Dockage • Winter Storage • Short Hauls

389 South Main St.
Freeport, NY 11520

Tel. 516-377-7720 
Fax. 516-377-7723

Harold A. Bollaci, PC. 
An Elder Law Estate Planning Firm 

 

Harold A. Bollaci 
 

393 Old Country Road. Suite 203 
Carle Place, New York 11514 

Tel (516) 538-9700 | Fax (646) 867-0560 
Harold@BollaciLaw.com

SPRING                  FALL  
FISH DATES                     DATES 

Cod (6 lbs.) March 7 – May 3             Sept. 2 – Dec. 6 

Blackfish (3 lbs.) March 28 – April 26        Oct. 10– Nov. 22 

Flounder (1.5 lbs) April 4 – May 10             ********** 

Seabass (2.5 lbs) June 20 – Aug. 2             Sept. 6 – Oct. 4 

Striped Bass (15 lbs.) May 2 – June 7               Oct. 3 – Nov. 22 

Weakfish (5 lbs.) May 2 – June 14             Aug. 8 – Sept. 20 

Fluke (3.5 lbs.) May 16 – July 5               August 15 – Sept. 13 

Shark (125 lbs.) May 16 – July 5               Sept. 12 – Nov. 22 

Bluefish (8 lbs.) May 16 – July 5              Sept. 12 – Nov. 22 

Tuna (20 lbs.) June 20 – Aug. 2             Aug. 8 – Sept. 20 

Mahi (4 lbs.)  June 20 – Aug. 2             Aug. 15 – Sept. 27 

False Albacore (6 lbs.)    **********                    Aug. 15 – Sept. 27 

Green Bonito (4 lbs.)    **********                     Aug. 15 – Sept. 27 

Tight Lines!



SeaIsle-Tackle.com
(516) 868-8855

Fax : (516) 546-2983
Sales@SeaIsle-Tackle.com

Complete Selection of Tackle
Complete Line of Custom Rods
Complete Line of Rod Building Supplies
Complete Inhouse Repairs
Complete Selection of Live, Fresh & Frozen Baits
Completely Helpful and Friendly Staff 

The Complete Tackle Shop

PANDAMAN 
PAINTING - PAPER HANGING 

SPECIALIST 
Paper Removal/Sheetrock Work • Tape/Spackle 

Decorative Moldings Installed 

Neat, Clean, Professional Service 

Powerwashing • 30 Years Experience 

WE DO IT ALL & MORE! 

516.781.4011 
BOB PANDY

(631) 274-7042

• Custom Hand Tied Rigs 
• Onsite Reel Repair

• All Baits 
• Inshore/Offshore

434 Rutgers Road 
West Babylon, NY 11704 

A SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM 

the Presdent and his Executive Board 
Have you ever considered the dynamics that take place behind the scenes that run this club of ours? Have you ever 
thought about becoming a board member? All are welcome to come down to a board meeting held at the Property.  
Board members generally conduct business the third Wednesday of every month, but are also subject to change. We are currently 
looking for more participation. Remember, it’s YOU who make this club! Be involved! Be a part of it! For the betterment of your club. 
For more information and to confirm the the time and date of the Board Meeting, contact Adam Bollaci - cell 516.322.0030



CLASSIFIEDS 
 
∙ Scopnich fighting chair with tackle center 
$500 (see photo left) All cushions excellent 
condition well maintained . Call Sil @ 347-242-
0171 
 
∙ FREE 8’ PLYWOOD DINGHY ALL BRASS 
HARDWARE. Remember FREE OR BEST 
OFFER. CONTACT TOM SCHWENDER (516) 
221-1821 

 
∙ 2003 purchase New in 
2006 with 9 hrs on engine’s 
twin 350 mpi merc cruisers 
gas engines. Boat has been 
yard maintained only and 
stored indoors for first 8 yrs 
on Hudson River in Ossining 
NY. Holds 275 gal boat 
loaded very low hours 64 hrs 
on Koehler generator dual 
Raymarine C-80’s dual ra-
dios stand up head and 
shower sleeps 4 to many ex-
tras to List. Boat in water at 
Atlantic Yacht Haven. 
$68,500 firm listed at 
$72,500. Serious inquiries 
only Bob O’Brien FTC mem-

ber 917-417-7756 flame9545@gmail.com 

NOMINATIONS 
The nominating committee  

nominates the following members 
for the Board of Directors 

ANTHONY ALFIERI 
ROBERT CINCOTTA 
KEN DONOWSKI 

ED FAZA 
WILLIAM GULESPI 

CAPT. JOHN J. JUTT

Advertisers Needed! 
to help fund this publication   

If you or anyone you know  
who would like to advertise  

please contact John Jutt  
at jjutt@mmpmk.com  
or call 516-546-2312

Post Office Box 5 
Freeport, New York 11520

Deliver To:

FREEPORT 
TUNA CLUB, INC. 

Chartered to Promote 
Sport-fishing & Conservation 

 
FTC 2020 DIRECTORS 

President                       Adam Bollaci 
Vice President              Rick Totten 
2nd Vice President       Rob Cincotta 
Treasurer                       John Daum  
Secretary                       Sharon Missan  

  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL ADVISORS 
Kevin Killelea 
Bob Sabella

Anthony Alfieri 
Jim Azzi  
Maryanne Bessler 
Paul Cunningham 
Ken Donowski 
Bruce Forster 
Ray Geiger 

Capt. John J. Jutt, Sr. 
Rich Olejnik  
Bob Pandy  
Jim Rooney 
John Rooney 
Gene Schettini 


