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Hello Everyone, 
Now that we are in the month November, the first thing that comes
to mind as I sit in front of the fireplace with my dog by my side is
Thanksgiving. Not just the turkey and the food associated with it or
the Black Friday shopping that occurs before the turkey has a chance
to get out of the oven. I reflect on the  many things that I have to be
grateful for. Mainly my parents for the sacrifices they made for me
and my brother. Educating us, taking us on nice vacations, teaching
us right from wrong and to treat people with respect. I am thankful
for the opportunity to be your President and to meet and work with
our great members. I would like to thank all of our members that
purchased tables and attended our first ever Fall Flea Market that
raised $620 for the Club. I would like to thank Mr. Jules Muscat our
205th member who signed up at the Fall Flea Market. Jules likes to
be called number or agent 205 and recommends playing that num-
ber. I would also like to thank Bob Sabella for his continued service
to the Club. Please don't forget to thank Bob when you see him. I
ran into Bob down at the Property when I asked him what he was
doing he told me he was repairing the sink so that we could have
Captain Anglers. Bob also repaired the door on the ice maker which
someone broke. I am asking all our members to be respectful of the
club’s property and your fellow boaters. That's why I am looking into
having cameras installed on the property. The club has had to lay
out several thousand dollars to fix things around the property due
to carelessness. Now onto fishing... the October weather has made
it difficult for our members to get out there. However there is a lot

of good fishing out there, you just have to pick your day to be
able to get out. Adam Bollaci and Rick Totten caught a 68”

mako, the following week Adam’s Dad and Rick Totten

caught 27lb and 33lb striped bass
on Mojos just south of the inlet. I
see someone paid attention to our
last GM speaker Captain Anthony.
In the Kismet Inn Tournament Chris
Bellinzoni, his son Christopher,
Steve Valenti, and Al Casciano had
2 striped bass in the Top 10. Chris
Bellinzoni's son Christoper took
2nd Place with a 33lb 4oz striped
bass while his father caught a 23 lb
4oz. Steve Valenti and Al Casciano help bring them on the aboard
the Four Bells. This is not the first time that Chris and his crew of
FTC Members have fished the Kismet Inn Tournament. They have
fished it for 11 consecutive years and have placed twice in the tour-
nament. Congratulations to all of our FTC members and thanks for
representing the Club. Upcoming fishing trip on Friday, November
10, aboard the Miss Montauk, there will be a mixed bag 1/2 day sea
bass and porgi followed by a half day of blackfish, for more infor-
mation please contact Ken Donowski. On Saturday, November 11
at 0900 The Freeport Tuna Club will be having it's first ever Veterans’
Day Flag Raising Ceremony followed by breakfast. If you know any-
one who is a veteran please invite them to come down. Our next
GM will be on Thursday, November 9, at the Freeport Yacht Club
starting at 7PM. This will be our Annual Turkey Raffle. So I will leave
you with this as we all sit around the table on Thanksgiving remem-
ber to give thanks for our family, food, our 80 year old club and good
health. From My Family to All of Yours. Happy Thanksgiving.

Sincerely Yours, Kevin Killelea
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President’s Message

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

NEXT GM
Thursday,

November 9 @ 7 pm
Freeport Yacht Club

Get in on our Annual 
Turkey Raffle!!



Kick Some Bass While You Can
As I write this, wind is from the west at 33 knots, gusting to 48 and
wave heights at the Fire Island buoy are reported at 16 feet.  That’s
beyond “sporty.” Just prior to this blow west end striped bass fish-
ing was coming on, as the fish migrate west and south along the
coast.  
Here’s a great report from Chris Bellinzoni and Team Four Bells
who participated in the 23rd Annual Kismet Inn Striped Bass Tour-
nament with an all Freeport Tuna Club crew of Al Casciano, Steve
Valenti, Christopher and Chris Bellinzoni. Team Four Bells took
Second Place with a 33.04 Pounder with Christopher on the rod.
That fish was caught on a live bunker fishing on the edge of the
bunker schools just east of the Fire Island Pines. Just moments be-
fore, “Sr” fed and landed a feisty 23 pounder, which made the top
ten as well. Nice job, Congrats to All !  
The best is just about upon us as fish are being reported via live
lining, chunking, eeling, clam bellying, plugging and on the troll.
Trollers are using bunker spoons, mojo rigs, and stretch plugs with
great success. The action has now spread from east of Fire Island
all the way west. 

C a p t a i n
John Jutt
has been
eager to
get in on
the action, looking for that “50” having trolled up a couple of nice 45
plus pounders (just shy the 50 mark) the year before. Recently, John
worked the waters west of Jones, and out to 50’ recently and reported
tons of bait. With his brothers Tommy & Jimmy and Steve Bassford on-
board,  they trolled a combination of bunker spoons, mojos and stretch
plugs and landed several bass up to 30 lbs. They did their best fishing
away from the huge pods of bait.  
Stripers have been reported all the way out to 60’ of water, which, de-
pending on where you are along our shore, can put you beyond 3 miles
off and into federal waters. It is illegal to possess striped bass in federal
waters, regardless of where they are caught.  I have been approached
and boarded three times in the past two years while anchored in federal
waters bottom fishing. All they care about is whether or not you have
striped bass onboard (and seabass too, when that is closed in federal
waters), a word to the wise should suffice. 
Bottom fishing opportunities abound. Seabass have once again opened
in these federal waters and fishing is good right on out to the 30 fathom
wrecks, particularly to the east. It’s early for the fish to be that deep,
but with the huge population of seabass we are now experiencing it
seems they are being forced to spread out and move early, despite un-

usually warm water. Inshore, porgy fishing stayed red hot with a nice sprinkling of triggers in the mix.  
Blackfishing for most is reported as so-so with keepers sometimes hard to find. Some very large fish have been reported work-
ing the shallower structure like the Rockaway, McAllister and AB reefs. I made several trips fishing the north shore, near the
bridges, along the beach, and on out to wrecks in 65’. I have caught fish both shallow and deep, with enough keepers and
many shorts. This fishing will improve as the water cools down. I am happy to report that my new tog jigging outfit has been
put to good use. Jigging works well, is tons of fun, and I was holding bottom in 65’ of water with a 2 oz jig using 15 lb braided
line recently.  To be continued... 
Due to a combination of nasty weather, and a lack of fish, reports from the offshore grounds are scarce. A mako or thresher is
reported here and there, but angler participation seems down as many focus on striped bass. 2017 may well be remembered
as the worst canyon tuna season in memory off of Long Island.         
I hope everybody enjoys the great fall fishing not to mention the holidays that lie ahead. Please send reports and pictures for
inclusion in your club bulletin. Thanks to all who contribute, but we need more of you! 

Email your reports to philton@optonline.net; or text/call me at 516.721.8907

Sincerely, Paul Hilton F/V Emily S 

Team Four Bells Kismet Tourney 
2nd Place

Tommy Jutt with Red Dawn Rising Bass



Property Manager’s Report
The winter storage season began November 1st. The leases and
invoices have been mailed and you should have received the mail-
ing prior to the October meeting. I mailed winter leases to all cap-
tains that stored with the club last winter and to those that have
contacted me. If you have not received a winter lease by October
12th just email or text me your mailing address and the length of
your vessel and I will send you a lease. I will also have leases avail-
able at the October GM. This year the rates are: $14 per foot for
members and $18 per foot for non-members. For non-members
there is a $360 minimum fee (20 feet). Remember that FTC policy
is “First check received, is first served”. 
Again this year, we have made arrangements with Atlantic Yacht
Haven for placement of all boats on the property. Using profes-
sionals will allow the club to maximize the number of vessels stored
on the property. You can use any hauler that you choose but they
must call Chris Squeri or Alan Bregman at Atlantic Yacht Haven in
order to find where your boat should be placed on a property. This
includes all trailer boats. All boats should be identified with the
captain’s/leaseholder’s name on the trailer, shrink-wrap, or
other visible location. Chris and Alan at Atlantic Yacht Haven will
be in charge of placements of all boats on FTC property for winter
storage. Please call 516-377-7720 or 516-523-3444 to find where
your boat will be located on the property.
Captains interested in having access to their vessels may obtain a
“clicker” to open the gate at the FTC Property. A $40 deposit is
required. You will receive your deposit back when the clicker is re-
turned. Text, email, call, or see me at the November GM if you wish
to obtain a clicker.
If you have questions or concerns about the club property you can
see me at the GM or Captains and Anglers. You can always contact
me either by email or phone.

Capt. Alan Evelyn
C: 917-750-8710 | W: 516-299-2523 | alan4ftc@gmail.com

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the
Editorial Staff we’d like to wish all the
general membership and their families a 

Safe and Happy Thanksgiving!

Annual Holiday Party
Saturday, December 3rd at 2:00 p.m.

At our General Meeting Location
Cure of Ars Auditorium, Merrick, New York

Great Raffle Prizes... Buffet Diner
Santa will make his yearly appearance

(Please print child’s name on gift and $25.00 Limit)

Looking For Volunteers and Donations
Call Kevin Killelea@ (516) 725-8907

Please also wrap an empty box to Decorate around Santa’s seat 
Let’s participate in the Annual Holiday Bakeoff as prizes will be awarded

Please attend this Special Club event with your Family….
and gentleman please show this to the ladies.

Veterans’ Day
Flag Raising
Ceremony

Saturday, November 11th at 9 a.m.
Followed by breakfast

If you know anyone who is a veteran
please invite them to come down

NOVEMBER GM
TURKEY RAFFLE!
YOU GOTTA BE IN IT

TO WIN IT!



BOAT INSURANCE
516-208-6569

BEST RATE  BEST CARRIERS
FREE GIFT WITH A QUOTE

FREE GAS CARD FOR FREEPORT TUNA CLUB MEMBERS

JASON BOLOGNIN
jbolognini@farmersagent.com

Mark Your Calendar
Miss Montauk

6am-4pm | Friday, November 10 
$110 ($50 Deposit Required) - limited to 35 (Full
Moon-Nov 4). This will be a good trip. Mixed Bag:
½ Day Sea bass and Porgy and ½ day Blackfishing. 
Contact: F.T.C. Kenneth Donowski (Best after 3PM)
KenBase2006@1cloud.com or 917-231-5699

DERBY AWARDS 
& CONTEST REPORT

Awards Chairman: Ray Geiger
Committee Team:  Bob Benzenberg, Harry Sbaschnig and Bill Morrogh

If any members are holding weigh slips please get them to me ASAP.  Note that the FTC
rules state that all derby weigh slips MUST be presented within two (2) weeks of the
derby close.
Please do not wait to last minute.  You fished hard this year, so I hope you will be recog-
nized for your efforts. Remember all slips count towards our year end awards.
We physically must have the slip in hand.  Myself or a member of our committee are
usually present at all club functions.
Congratulations to our winners and all participants !!!

BLACK SEA BASS
1st Place:  Mary Ellen Zullo  3.50 lbs  F/V Magic Too
2nd Place: Mike Zullo  3.0 lbs  F/V Magic Too
FLUKE
1st Place:  John Koenig  10.25 lbs  F/V Missing
2nd Place: Allan Zaretsky  5.75 lbs  F/V Splitshot
3rd Place:  Rich Olejnik  5.44 lbs  F/V Tuna Tango

THE REMAINING DERBIES FOR 2017
Shark 9/16 - 11/26 | Bluefish 9/16 - 11/26

Cod 9/30 – 12/10 | Striped Bass 10/7 – 11/26 | Blackfish 10/14 – 11/26

Good Luck To All and Get Out and Fish!!       Best Fishes, Ray Geiger

WANTED
THE FREEPORT TUNA CLUB 

IS LOOKING FOR...
Members with or access to a Bucket truck,
Trencher, and Labor to help with the instal-
lation of a Security System down at the
Marina. Please contact Kevin at (516) 725-
8907. 

Volunteers to help set up, serve food, and
clean up after the G.M.s over at the Yacht
Club. Please see or call the President (516)
725-8907.

Volunteers are also needed to Clean up
after Captain Anglers on Thursday Nights
at Captain Anglers Please see the Presi-
dent.

Volunteers are also needed to power wash
and seal the decks and docks down at the
Marina. Please see Bob Sabella. 

Tim Sherman and I are looking for some
Volunteers to have a discussion on Circle
Hooks vs J Hooks one Thursday Night
down at the Property. Please see us if
you’re interested.  



of Merrick
SOUTH SHORE MARINE SUPPLY

Bait & Tackle
“Your One Stop Source”

4108 Merrick Rd.
Massapequa, NY 11758

516-557-2510
516-557-2512 Fax

Best Prices, Premium Products, 
Knowledgeable Staff

We have all your boating & fishing needs

VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE:
SouthShoreMarineSupply.com

BLUE MARLIN
BOATS

Used Boats Bought, Sold & Brokered
for current listings log on to 

WWW.BLUEMARLINBOATS.NET
4076 Merrick Road, Seaford, NY 11783

Tel: (516) 679-2121 • Fax: (516) 679-2739

Long Island’s Most Complete Selection of Inshore, Freshwater
and Surf Fishing Equipment • Custom Built Rods

MIKE NICOLETTI & BOB TURTURELLO
3031 Merrick Road, Wantagh, NY 11793

516.785.3223 • Fax: 516.679.6815
www.causewaybaitandtackle.com

500 SOUTH MAIN STREET | FREEPORT, NY 11520
TEL: (516) 546-8880 | FAX: (516) 378-1505

SALES OFFICE NEW & PRE-OWNED:
TEL (516) 771-7020
FAX (516) 771-7348

ALGROVERSMARINE.COM
STRONGSMARINE.COM

BUY • SELL • TRADE

Official Printer for
The Freeport Tuna Club
DISCOUNTS FOR ALL MEMBERS
255 Sunrise Highway, Merrick, NY 11566

Tel 516.546.2312 • Fax 516.623.0870
web: www.mmpmk.com • e-mail: Info@mmpmk.com

Prager Metis is proud to support the
Freeport Tuna Club
Tim Sherman, CPA/CFF, CFE

T 516.921.8900 ext. 549    E tsherman@pragermatis.com
99 Sunnyside Boulevard | Woodbury, NY 11797

New York | New Jersey | Los Angeles | London
www.pragermatis.com



FREEPORT BASED

FREE TOWING FOR MEMBERS

CALL ABOUT DISCOUNTED 

FTC MEMBER RATES

516-623-4183

Tel. 516-377-7720
Fax 516-223-9155

Summer Dockage • Winter Storage • Short Hauls

389 South Main St.
Freeport, NY 11520

Tel. 516-377-7720
Fax. 516-377-7723

Advertisers 
are needed to help 
fund this publication. 

If you or anyone you know who would 
like to advertise please contact 

John Jutt at jjutt@mmpmk.com or 
call 516-546-2312



FUEL • BAIT • TACKLE 

WOODCLEFT FISHING
STATION

FULL LINE OF FISHING GEAR
447 Woodcleft Avenue | Freeport, NY 11520

516 • 378 • 8748

Richie Rosenkranz
FTC MEMBER

SeaIsle-Tackle.com
(516) 868-8855

Fax : (516) 546-2983
Sales@SeaIsle-Tackle.com

Complete Selection of Tackle
Complete Line of Custom Rods
Complete Line of Rod Building Supplies
Complete Inhouse Repairs
Complete Selection of Live, Fresh & Frozen Baits
Completely Helpful and Friendly Staff 

The Complete Tackle Shop

PANDAMAN
PAINTING - PAPER HANGING

SPECIALIST
Paper Removal/Sheetrock Work • Tape/Spackle

Decorative Moldings Installed

Neat, Clean, Professional Service

Powerwashing • 30 Years Experience

WE DO IT ALL & MORE!

516.781.4011
BOB PANDY

SOUTH SHORE 
COMPUTER SERVICES
“Technology, Sales and Staff Augmentation Services”

24/7/365

Ed Faza
516.238.2724

ed@southshorecomputerservices.com

     
   

   
 

   
  

 

     
   

   
 

   
  

(631) 274-7042
     

   
   

 

   
  

 

• Custom Hand Tied Rigs 
• Onsite Reel Repair

• All Baits 
• Inshore/Offshore

   
  

 

434 Rutgers Road
West Babylon, NY 11704



Freeport
Tuna Club, Inc.
Chartered to Promote

Sport-fishing & Conservation

FTC 2017 Directors
 President                     Kevin Killelea 
 Vice President             Matt Cardone
 2nd Vice President      Adam Bollaci 
 Treasurer                     John Daum 
 Secretary                     Sharon Missan 

Board of Directors

 
Special Advisors

Bob Sabella 
Ray Geiger 

Chris Scarpantonio

Woody Anderson
Jim Azzi 
Chris Bellinzoni
Paul Cunningham
Alan Evelyn
Capt. John J. Jutt, Sr.
Don Morin

Bob Pandy 
Jim Rooney
John Rooney
Gene Schettini
Joe Steiner
Rick Totten

Post Office Box 5
Freeport, New York 11520

Deliver To:

CLASSIFIED
• WANTED 90 – 115 Horse Outboard, 20” Shaft, 2002 or newer. Call

Dave G. (516) 286-8293

• Formula 34PC 2002 twin Volvo 8.1 375 hp I/O. 630 hours. Excellent
Condition. Sleeps six. Generator 60 hours. Yard maintained. Windless
with full chain. A/C, New canvas in 2011. Many extras. New refriger-
ator 2017. The perfect family boat. Ready to launch. Priced to sell im-
mediately. $45,000 firm. Buyer is responsible for launch. This price is
for 1 week only before listing with broker. (516) 238-9707

• 2008 Center Console Trophy - 17’ Motor 08 90hp Mercury. T-top with
rod holders, fish finder and GPS, live fish well, wash down hook-up,
with trailer. Asking $22K. Call Bob 516-941-8773

To place an ad in our classified 

Contact Capt. John Jutt (516) 546-2312 

or E-mail to:  JJutt@mmpmk.com

NOMINATIONS
The committee nominates 
the following members 

for the Freeport Tuna Club 
Board of Directors

ADAM BOLLACI
KENNY DONOWSKI

ALAN EVELYN
CAPT. JOHN JUTT

GARY REILLY
JOHN ROONEY


