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President’s Message
Welcome to November, for some of our members 

it means fishing for Stripers, SeaBass and Tog, for
others it means getting their boats winterized and
wrapped.  I hope everyone had a great fishing season.
Our November GM will be held at Cure of Ars Church
on Thursday, November 13th.  We will be holding 
our annual turkey raffle.  There will be 60 turkeys to
raffle off, so make some room in your freezers.

Also on hand that evening will be our yearly Board
of Directors elections, please come out and vote for
your new Board members.  I would also like to thank
my Board of Directors for a great year with the
Freeport Tuna Club. I could not have done it without
your help.

The Annual Holiday Party will be at Cure of Ars 
on Sunday, December 7th from 2:00 to 7:00 pm.  This
party is fun for the whole family.  There will be face
painting, balloon figures, a magic show and who
knows, maybe a visit from SANTA!  Please remember
to bring a wrapped toy for each of your children ($25
or less please) and if you could also bring an empty

box wrapped for decoration.
There will be a $5.00 charge for
all adults coming to the party
(which helps off-set the cost of
the party).  If you have some
time to help Ray Geiger set up
the party, please get in touch
with him.

Anyone still holding Annual
Raffle tickets please get them 
to Jim Rooney as this raffle gets
picked at the Holiday Party.

Happy Veteran’s Day and Thank You to all of our
members who have served and the men and women
who are serving currently.  

Happy Thanksgiving to all Freeport 
Tuna Club members and their families.

See you on the water.

~ Chris Scarpantonio
President
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NEXT GM
Thursday, November 13, 2014 at 7:30pm

Cure Of Ars Auditorium
Merrick Avenue • Merrick

(Between Sunrise Highway and Merrick Road)

GOBBLE GOBBLE ANNUAL Turkey Raffle! 
Please attend the November Meeting

This is the most highly attended meeting of the year
We ask all member to please come out and join us.



Fishing Report
An October 
of Plenty

The air and water cool
down and the wind does
blow but October is the
month when the fish
begin to feed heavily in
preparation for migration.
Stripers and blues work
their way south and west,
down the coast. Tautog work their way out of the bays and 
near shore structure, taking up residence on the 40-80 ft.
structure and feeding heavily. Seabass work their way offshore,
eating everything in sight along the way. The bass and blues 
are right on schedule, the bottom fish maybe a little late with 
60 degree water still present. 

Striped bass have been grabbing the headlines throughout
Long Island.  Along the south shore, the number and size of 
the bunker pods is unprecedented, and the bass and blues are
all over them.  Live liners and trollers have had the edge but
some fish have responded to jigs as well, and the party boats
are getting in on the action too. 

Fish up to 50 lbs. have been reported and large bluefish 
have joined the mix making for exciting mixed bag fishing just 
off the beach.  Captain Barbara Solomon and Pete Cefai have
been on the bass, catching and releasing many fish into the 
30 lb. class. On another trip, Pete joined Nick Nero on his Dolce
Vita and reported bass to 23 lbs. along with large blues just 
off the Pink Hotel. 

Chris Bellinzoni of the
Four Bells reports great
bassing to the west on 
live bunker. Both the Four
Bells and Ralph Drews 
of the Oceanic have had
consistent fishing with 
fish in the 30 to low 40 lb.
class. On one exceptional
single tide trip they had
several bass over 40 and
a half a dozen over 30 lbs.

Steve Valenti has been the hot hand while fishing on both boats.
That’s some great bassing, congrats to the captains and crews.
In addition, the Oceanic had a 100 lb. thresher on a bunker
spoon, with other threshers reported on spoons further west.     

Seabass fishing took a back seat for a while with the closure
in federal waters (beyond 3 miles).  With the unseasonably 
warm water, fish were still available inshore. Now that the 
water is cooling off and the deep waters are open, the seabass 
are moving off and the reports are quite good, with limits 
on fish being reported from structure in 80’ on out. With big 
bluefish invading the area, I would run too…. 

Blackfish opened on October 5th and will remain open through
December 14th. Current size and bag limit is 4 fish per angler,
16” or greater.  As usual, the best early season fishing is found

on the shallowest pieces, including the local bridges and bay
structure. Outside, fish are available out to 70 ft., but the best
keeper ratio has been found as shallow as you can go. Looking
at a chart of our area you will see that most of the shallower reefs
and wrecks lie west of Jones Inlet and sure enough that’s where
the best blackfishing has occurred so far. Exceptions are some
very shallow wrecks east of the inlet where good fishing has
occurred but the pressure is heavy.  My trips of late have been
limited to half a day or less fishing right outside Jones Inlet to
maximize fishing time.  Fishing has been OK, with lots of shorts,
some seabass and porgies, and enough keepers to 5 lbs. to
make it interesting.  It will only get better.  

Many boats like to take advantage of an early morning bass
bite, then head off for seabass or blackfish to round out the 
catch. Be advised it is illegal to possess striped bass outside 
of state waters (three miles).  The 3 mile line should be clearly
visible on your plotter.  If you plan on mixing bottom fishing and
bass, save the bass for the afternoon. 

I have been bugging Captain Jim Krug of the Persuader III 
for some Montauk reports. Captain Jim and son’s Bobby and
Jack have a reputation for making life very difficult for the local
fish population.  Captain Jim reports a “great year at Montauk”
and went on the bombard me with pictures of some outstanding
catches of large bass, fluke, shark, tuna and blackfish. Bass
fishing was red hot with numerous fish in the forty pound class
and a 53 lb. specimen
landed. While they await
the next wave of stripers,
he has been blackfishing
at Fishers Island, with 
limit catches to 9 lbs. and
reported the fish are in 
the shallow water.  South/
east of Block Island, they
have enjoyed excellent
seabassing with large
porgies and some cod 
in the mix.  The large
bass have left Montauk,
apparently tasking up
residence along our 
south shore. 

Offshore, Captain Chris Gerhart of the Wasabi reports, 
“The weather has been horrible for much of October, with 
tiny windows that close quickly. We have not been out, but 
friends fished last Thursday into Friday at the Hudson. They 
had a good mix of fish including a bigeye, sword, 2 longfin, 
and 2 Mahi. Definitely not on fire but some fish around.”  
Thanks Captain Chris!  

The Tuna Tower News aka FTC Bulletin is a great way 
to share your fishing adventures with the club. Thanks to all 
for contributing your reports! Please email your reports to
philton@optonline.net or text/call me at 516.721.8907.

Don’t forget to send pictures and catch details for consideration
by the Bulletin Committee for “Catch of the Month”. 

~ Sincerely, 

Paul Hilton F/V Emily S

Chris Bellinzoni, 40+ Four Bells

Steve Valenti with a 40+, Four Bells

Captain Jim and Jack Krug with 

53 lb. Striper on Persuader III, 

Montauk, N.Y.
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BLUE MARLIN
BOATS

Used Boats Bought, Sold & Brokered
for current listings log on to 

WWW.BLUEMARLINBOATS.NET
4076 Merrick Road, Seaford, NY 11783

Tel. (516) 679-2121 •  Fax (516) 679-2739

Best Prices, Premium Products, 

Knowledgeable Staff

We have all your boating & fishing needs

VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE:

SouthShoreMarineSupply.com

SOUTH SHORE MARINE SUPPLY
� Bait & Tackle  �

“Your One Stop Source”

4108 Merrick Rd.
Massepequa, NY 11758

516-557-2510
516-557-2512 Fax

500 SOUTH MAIN STREET

FREEPORT, NY 11520
TEL: (516) 546-8880
FAX: (516) 378-1505

AL
GROVER’S

HIGH&DRY
MARINA

500 SOUTH MAIN STREET
FREEPORT, NY 11520
TEL: (516) 546-8880
FAX: (516) 378-1505
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MARINA

SALES OFFICE NEW & PRE-OWNED:
TEL. (516) 771-7020
FAX (516) 771-7348

WWW.ALGROVERSMARINE.COM

WWW.SPELLMANSMARINE.COM
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SALES OFFICE NEW & PRE-OWNED:
TEL. (516) 771-7020
FAX (516) 771-7348

WWW.ALGROVERSMARINE.COM

WWW.SPELLMANSMARINE.COM

BUY • SELL • TRADE



FUEL • BAIT • TACKLE 

WOODCLEFT FISHING
STATION

FULL LINE OF FISHING GEAR

447 Woodcleft Avenue Freeport, NY 11520

516 • 378 • 8748

Richie Rosenkranz
FTC MEMBER

Wasabi Sportfishing 

 
Offering Open Boat & Private Charters 

For Tuna, Shark, Sword, Mahi & 
Anything else that swims on the edge 

 

516-650-1759 
Capt. Chris Gerhart, 50 Ton USCG Master 

PANDAMAN

PAINTING - PAPER HANGING
SPECIALIST

Paper Removal / Sheetrock Work • Tape / Spackle
Decorative Moldings Installed

Neat Clean Professional Service
Powerwashing • 30 Years Experience

WE DO IT ALL & MORE!

516.781.4011
BOB PANDY

www.TrophyTackle.com

Long Island’s Most Complete Selection of Inshore, Freshwater
and Surf Fishing Equipment • Custom Built Rods

MIKE NICOLETTI & BOB TURTURELLO
3031 Merrick Road, Wantagh, NY  11793

516.785.3223 • Fax: 516.679.6815
www.causewaybaitandtackle.com

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY 

(718) 850-0700

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY

(718) 850-0700

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

www.TrophyTackle.com

www.TrophyTackle.comwww.TrophyTackle.com

434 Rutgers Road
West Babylon, NY 11704

SeaIsle-Tackle.com
(516) 868-8855

Fax : (516) 546-2983
Sales@SeaIsle-Tackle.com

Complete Selection of Tackle
Complete Line of Custom Rods
Complete Line of Rod Building Supplies
Complete Inhouse Repairs
Complete Selection of Live, Fresh & Frozen Baits
Completely Helpful and Friendly Staff 

The Complete Tackle Shop

SOUTH SHORE 

COMPUTER SERVICES

“Technology, Sales and Staff Augmentation Services”

24/7/365

Ed Faza
516.238.2724

ed@southshorecomputerservices.com



Winter Storage
The Freeport Tuna Club is now storing boats at its property for the 
2014 - 2015 winter season (11/1/14 to 6/1/15). The lease rates for 
this season will remain the same as last year @ $14. a foot with 

a minimum charge of $300. for both on land and in water storage. 

LEASES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO PUTTING YOUR VESSEL ON THE PROPERTY!

PLEASE CONTACT THE PROPERTY COMMITTEE BEFORE PLACING YOUR BOAT 
ON THE PROPERTY SO YOU CAN BE ASSIGNED A STORAGE LOCATION.

For more information or to sign a lease agreement, contact Alan Evelyn,
FTC Property Manager by phone (cell 917-750-8710) (work 646-312-2208)
or by email (alan.evelyn@baruch.cuny.edu.

Alan will be at the November GM 
to accept checks and sign leases.

Catch of the Month 
October Bass 

on the Oceanic  

Our Catch of the Month goes to Ralph Drews of the Oceanic
along with his crew of Chris Bellinzoni and Matt Guinta. They
enjoyed an exceptional day live-lining bunker out of Jones 
Inlet.  Pictured are Captain Ralph, Chris, and Matt with bass 
over 40 pounds from among the many caught that day. Congrats

of the Catch of the Month ! 

Send in those pictures!
For bragging rights, please email me at philton@optonline.net

or text me at 516-721-8907 to be considered  for “Catch of the

Month” by the bulletin committee.  

Include pictures and some catch details. Thanks to all who
submitted entries this Month and please keep them coming.     

~ Paul Hilton / Emily S

Good & Welfare
We are saddened to report the passing of Lucille Morin, wife

of Don Morin. 

We are saddened to report the sudden passing of club member
Mitch Vidur.  He has left us way too soon. 

Don Granger is recovering well from a recent medical issue.
Ray McDevitt is at home recovering from shoulder surgery. 
We expect Jeff Squeri to be home soon after double knee
procedures. We were glad to see John Funicello down at the
property this past week.  John is recovering from a heart issue.

If you have any good and welfare related info pass it on to 
me.  I’m filling in for Jeff Squeri while we await his return to action.

~ Bill Morrogh

Property
It's that time of year when reluctantly we have to haul our boats

for the winter. If you are planning to winter at our property, (and
we hope you do).  Please contact Bob Sabella (516-941-8773)
or Don Granger (516-749-4712) before you bring your boat so
that we can utilize our yard to the max.  Please send payment to
Alan, Evelyn or call him for rate info.  At this time we are going 
to shut the water down on November 15, or after the temperature
drops to below 32 degrees, which ever comes first.  Also please
keep the back bathroom door closed since the heat is on.
Remember your club is only as good as you make it.

Annual 
Holiday Party

Sunday, December 7th at 2:00 p.m.
At our General Meeting Location at the

Cure of Ars Auditorium, Merrick, New York

Great Raffle Prizes... Buffet Diner
Santa will make his yearly appearance
(Please print child’s name on gift and $ 25.00 Limit)

Please also wrap an empty box to 
Decorate around Santa’s seat

Let’s participate in the 
Annual Holiday Bakeoff as prizes will be awarded

Please attend this Special Club event with your Family….
and gentleman please show this to the ladies.

Save The Date

Happy Thanksgiving 



1314 1ST AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY  10021

212.717.7403

WWW.CIGARINN.COM

THE CIGAR INN

November 2014 
Derby, Awards 

& Contest Report
Awards Chairman: Captain Bill Morrogh

Committee Team: Captain Bill Toohey,
Captain Michael Zullo

We hope to see everyone at our November GM!
The weather has been tough but there have still
been good reports on Stripers and the big Blues 

are in also. Get out there and win a Derby!

The Following Derbies 
Are Open 

And Running:

Shark 9/20 - 11/29

Bluefish 9/20 - 11/29

Cod 10/04 - 12/14

Striped Bass 10/11 - 11/30

Blackfish 10/17 - 11/22

Derby Awards 
For November:

Sea Bass

1st Place: Mike Zullo 4 lbs. F/V Magic Too
2nd Place: Maryellen Zullo 3.19 lbs. F/V Magic Too
1st Place: Don Granger 2.94 lbs. F/V Splitshot

Tuna

1st Place: Paul Noto  183.6 lb. Bigeye F/V Insufficient Funds
2nd Place: Dave Pincus 87.19 lb. Yellowfin F/V Canyon Lady

Mahi

1st Place: Gene Schettini 22.13 lbs. F/V Somewhere in Time
2nd Place: Barbara Solomon 16.06 lbs. F/V 19 Whaler
3rd Place: Harry Schroeder 13.75 F/V Just Add Water

False Albacore

1st Place: Bob Pandy 6.38 lbs. F/V Black Cloud
2nd Place: Barbara Solomon F/V 19 Whaler



(516) 232-0645
Sailing From Woodcleft Fishing Station

447 Woodcleft Avenue, Freeport, New York

CAPT. FRED BALTUSIS
Freeport, New York

Call To 
Customize 

Your Fishing 
Adventure 35 Ft. Custom Downeaster

FREEPORT BASED

FREE TOWING FOR MEMBERS

CALL ABOUT DISCOUNTED 

FTC MEMBER RATES

516-623-4183

Tel. 516-377-7720
Fax 516-223-9155
el. 516-377-7720TTel. 516-377-7720

Fax 516-223-9155

ADVERTISING:

Advertisers are needed to 
help fund this publication. 

If you or anyone you know who like 
toadvertise please contact John Jutt 

at jjutt@mmpmk.com 
or call 

516-546-2312

Happy
Thanksgiving



Deliver To:

Post Office Box 5
Freeport, New York 11520

• Beautiful Canal Front Property, large corner lot, water,

electricity, concrete pilings with active permit for 3 

bedroom, 2 bath, 1300 square foot home with additional

screened balconies. Excellent canal with immediate

deep water access from channel  to Atlantic or Gulf.  

Excellent fishing without any fishing pressure. Twenty-

two miles from Key West on Cudjoe Key. Greatly

reduced to $168,000 negotiable. Contact Dennis Cataldo

516-884-0707.

• Dock Space, Floating Dock. Good for 23’-24’ Boat off 
Hudson Canal.  Call Sy Karp @ 516-632-9770.

• Availabe: up to 12 cement blocks. You pick the number 
you need, they are yours, no charge Dr. John Weber  
516-551-8337.

• For Sale - Down Rigger Model #600, $85.00. Down Rigger

Model #620,$100.00 (No Ball or Mounting Brackets), 

Captain’s Winch, $100.00. CALL DON at 516-567-4385.

CLASSIFIED:
Freeport

Tuna Club, Inc. Chartered to Promote
Sport-fishing & Conservation

FTC 2014 Directors

 President                          Chris Scarpantonio
 1st Vice President            Jim Azzi
 2nd Vice President           Ray Geiger
 Secretary                          Capt. William Morrogh
 Treasurer                          John Daum

Board of Directors

 

Special Advisors
Bob Pandy

John Rooney
Bill Toohey

Paul Schuber
Kevin Killelea
Sharon Missan 
Don Morin
Jim Rooney

Mike Sullivan

Woody Anderson               
Alan Evelyn                       
John Gerrity                       
Don Granger
Capt. John J. Jutt, Sr.
Joe Steiner

To place an ad in our classified 
Contact Capt. John Jutt  (516) 546-2312  

or E-mail to:   JJutt@mmpmk.com

NOMINATIONS
The Nominating committee will be 
submitting the following members 

for the Board of Directors

Alan Evelyn
Ray Geiger
John Jutt
Don Morin

Bill Morrogh
John Rooney


