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President’s Message
Hello Everyone, 

In the famous words of the late Mayor Koch “Hey, Freeport Tuna
Club Members, How am I doing?” as I am already approaching
the halfway mark of my presidency. I hope my approval ratings
are better than Trump's. Thanks to our members stepping up with
new ideas and referring us, our club continues to grow and now
has more to offer its members. Our club’s fishing trips have now
begun. Thanks to Ken Donowski, 3 members have been added
to the Bragging Rights Board. Bill Burk with a 43.8 lbs. Striped
Bass,. Bob Sabella with a 3lb.12oz. Weakfish and Brandon Leiva
with a 13lb.10oz. Bluefish. Congratulations on your great catches.
July 7-9 will be our annual Rodeo. This is a 3 day fishing event.
On Sunday will be having a delicious barbeque followed by an
Awards Ceremony. Help is needed shopping, setting up, cooking
and cleaning up; please see me or Joe Steiner if you are able to
help. On August 5, we will be celebrating our 80th Anniversary
with a Lobsterfest/Clam Bake down at the Property, for tickets
please see Bob Sabella. Our 80th Anniversary t-shirts are now on
sale, please see Jimmy Azzi. On August 10, we will be having our
Annual Luau. In September, we be having a Night at the Races

down at the Property.
Then  in October we
will be holding a Fall
Flea Market. Also in
October, we will be
having an 80th

Anniversary Dinner Dance where
will be raffling off prizes. If you or
your company would like to donate
something please see me. As with
all the upcoming events, help is
always needed so please see me if
you would like to help. I do have a
couple of people lined up to speak
and give seminars at Thursday
Nights Captain Anglers, please check the website under general
discussion for a list of speakers and topics. I will also be posting
a schedule down at the Property. If your interested in speaking,
please see me. I am looking for someone to post the Captains
that would like to take our members fishing and post members
who are available to go fishing on our website. On May 29, at 9am
The Club had it’s first Memorial Day Ceremony down at the
Property thanks to Ray Geiger and his lovely wife Michelle, for
coming up with the idea and leading the Ceremony. We all had
the honor of being part of the Flag Raising Ceremony as World
War II Veteran Don Morin raised the flag. The ceremony
concluded with Taps. It was a very moving moment as we all
reflected on the time we spent in service and the lives that were
lost so that we all can enjoy the freedom that we take for granted.
As Don Morin mentioned the real heroes are the ones who did
not return home. May they rest in peace and thank you. On
November 11, 2017 we will be having another ceremony honoring

NEXT GM
Thursday, June 8, 2017 

at 7:30 pm 
At The Property



President’s Message - continued
our veterans, the club is looking to add a second plaque next to the
one we already have and would like to present it on Veterans’ Day,
Please see John Gerrity or myself if you would like to add the name
of someone you know on the new plaque. On a happier note, the
club would like to congratulate Jimmy Rooney on the marriage of
his daughter Taylor we wish them good health and happiness, Next
month's GM will be on Thursday Night, June 8 down at the Property. 

We will return to the Yacht Club in September. That's about all for
now if you have any questions, comments, concerns, want to see
new activities or have new ideas. Please feel free to call me at
(516) 725-8907. I would like to wish our members that are fishing
in the Cape May and Hudson Anglers’ Shark Tournaments Good
Luck and as always be safe out there.  

Sea Yah on June 8 down at the Property Kevin Killelea

Summer Approaches Let the games begin!
The weather has been disappointing but some good fishing
opportunities presented themselves in May. Reports by FTC
members were sparse, but I’ll attempt to piece together what
happened in May and what we can look forward to in June. It is
hard to believe, but the next reports will likely include shark
tournament results, catches of tuna, and hopefully some much
needed summer weather. 

On the inshore scene, bass have worked their way east to Montauk
and beyond. Clam chumming for stripers is viable in many areas,
particularly around Jones and Fire Island Inlets, but the large fish
(up to nearly 50 lbs.) have mostly been caught on the troll from the
Rockaway’s East to Jones Inlet and out to 50+ of water. Be aware
that possession of striped bass in federal waters is prohibited, and
some of the areas where the action occurs can exceed the 3 mile
limit. Also, catching a few bass and running deeper to do some
fluking or other bottom fishing with bass onboard is a no-no. I have
been approached and boarded in federal waters several times over
the past few years and all they seem to care about is whether or
not you have bass on board, be advised…

The very popular and now famous Mojo rigs have accounted for
many large fish, however the presence of bluefish, and the
damage they inflict to the Mojo’s has many returning to trolling
their venerable bunker spoons. They are producing and withstand
the attacks of toothy fish much better than the Mojo. We are once
again blessed with a good bunker population and live lining has
produced and should continue to produce well into the summer.
Large fish seem plentiful, good luck landing that trophy, the
chances of landing a 50+ should be pretty good this year. 

Fluke were available from opening day with the usual back bay areas
producing fluke of mixed sizes. Some nicer 5-6 lb fish have started
showing up, and the ocean is starting to produce as well including
fish on hard
bottom. Pete
“Off the Hook”
Cefai  found
some nice fish of
5 lbs + fishing
close to home.
recently, caught
t o  t h e  w e s t .
Good luck to all
in the FTC Fluke
Calcutta, should
be interesting!

2017 Fluke Regulations are Set: 19-inch Minimum, 3 fish bag
limit, Open May 17 to September 21
While we await the opening of the seabass season in NY waters,

I can tell you
that the
population is
large and those
targeting
porgies, ling,
and cod are
having trouble
avoiding them. I
did a trip a few
weeks ago
looking for a
stray cod or two

in the 80 foot depths. The seabass were stacked high on the
machine and I continued to read and catch (and release) them well
off the structure. Nothing else had a chance that day. However, by
finding the right depth to fish (avoiding the seabass) ling, porgies,
and some cod are available as well as catch and release blackfish.
Seabass regulations for NY have not yet been set, however, it
seems like start of the season may be status quo, with the later
months still up in the air. With the amount of seabass in our waters
in May, it’s hard to believe they won’t let us keep a few until June
27th, and take some pressure off of other, less abundant species.  

As for our beloved winter flounder, some feel the season was an
improvement over the past few years, particularly to the west.  

Captain Jim Krug, went
on a “dinosaur hunt” out
at Montauk. I didn’t get
the full report but he
caught at least one large
one.    

The Flounder season
closed as of May 30th. 
This past week a Mako
was taken south of Long
Island, lots of blue dogs
showing up, tuna have
been captured as well.
Let the offshore season
begin, good luck and
stay safe out there! 

Thanks to all who contributed, get out and fish and please share
your reports with fellow FTC members. Email your reports to
philton@optonline.net; or text/call me at 516.721.8907       

Sincerely,  

Paul Hilton, F/V Emily S

Captain 
Jim Krug 

with a nice 
Flounder

Victor Cefai
(Pete’s Dad) 

with some nice
5+ Fluke

Maryellen Zullo 
with a 
beautiful Porgy 
on the 
Magic TOO



Flag Raising Ceremony2017 Offshore
Tournament Lineup

BY MATT ERRETT
Good luck, be safe, and remember, CIRCLE HOOKS are required for shark tournaments!!!

37TH ANNUAL SOUTH JERSEY SHARK TOURNAMENT
CAPE MAY – JUNE 7TH – 10TH

3RD ANNUAL POINT LOOKOUT SHARK TOURNAMENT 
JUNE 9TH – 10TH

31ST ANNUAL STAR ISLAND SHARK TOURNAMENT
JUNE 16TH – 17TH

45TH ANNUAL HUDSON ANGLERS SHARK TOURNAMENT
JUNE 17TH

24TH ANNUAL WOODCLEFT FISHING STATION SHARK TOURNAMENT
JUNE 24TH

BAYSHORE TUNA CLUB MAKO TOURNAMENT
JUNE 24TH

JB TACKLE TRI-STATE CANYON SHOOTOUT
JULY 29TH – AUGUST 2ND

STAR ISLAND MAKO, THRESHER, TUNA MANIA TOURNAMENT
AUGUST 4TH – 5TH

WHITE MARLIN OPEN
OCEAN CITY MARYLAND – AUGUST 7TH- 11TH

SOUTH JERSEY ANNUAL MID ATLANTIC
AUGUST 20TH – 25TH

Good and Welfare..
Congratulations to Jimmy Rooney on the marriage of his
daughter Taylor.

Jeff Squeri 516-652-5981

Property Manager’s Report
The final payment for the summer slips is now due. If you
have not send in your check, please do so as soon as
possible! If you did not receive an invoice please contact me
immediately. If you have not removed your vessel and wish
to continue storing at the club property please let me know.
The charge for any vessel left on the property after May 31st
is $5.00 per day or $150 per month. 

If you are storing a trailer on the property for the summer,
please be sure that the property committee can identify you
as the owner. Only members leasing slips from FTC may
store a trailer on the club property during the summer.

If you have other questions or concerns about the club
property you can see me at the GM, or at Captains and
Anglers. I am always available either by email or phone. 

My cell number, email address, and work phone are below:

Capt. Alan Evelyn
Cell: 917-750-8710,  Work: 516-299-2523

Email: capt.al@fishtaxiny.com



BOAT INSURANCE
516-208-6569

BEST RATE  BEST CARRIERS
FREE GIFT WITH A QUOTE

FREE GAS CARD FOR FREEPORT TUNA CLUB MEMBERS

JASON BOLOGNIN
jbolognini@farmersagent.com

The first two derbies of the year have ended and what a reversal
of fortune indeed! Usually the rare and elusive winter flounder
are just that. Nowhere to be seen = no weigh slips.  Not this
year fishing fans. Multiple fish were caught and weighed. We
will be presenting awards for flounder at our June GM at our
property on Thursday, June 8th. Please come down to this
meeting to support the club and congratulate the winners.
On the other side of the coin, we received zero slips for cod.
Not that members didn’t try this year, it just didn’t happen.
Even Team Zullo struck out this time around. Amazing but true.
We have received the 2017 Fish-at-a-Glance cards (thanks
Captians Bill Morrogh and John Jutt!) and they will be available
for your edification at our June GM and our Thursday Captains
& Anglers BBQs. This cards list all the derby species, dates
and minimum weights for the year. Don’t leave the property

without two: one for your wallet and one for your fishing vessel.
As a reminder, all slips we receive figure in our annual awards.  So,
even if you don’t win a derby, get your fish weighed throughout
the seasons and give us a fully completed slip.  Remember:  If we
don’t have a completed slip in hand, the fish did not exist.
My contact info and derby updates are available on the Fishing
Reports section (members only – so you need to register) of
our forum located on the FTC website. Also posted are our
club rules.
By the way, I did manage to go fishing last Friday for fluke.  Not
a great day, but my son caught the only keeper fluke out of 35+
fisherman.  Well worth the price of admission from where I was
standing.

Best Fishes to all   Ray Geiger
The Following Derbies Are Open Or Coming Soon:
FISH: SPRING DATES: FALL DATES:
Striped Bass (15 lbs.) May 6th – June 11th October 7th – November 26th 
Weakfish (5 lbs.) May 6th – June 18th August 13th – September 24th
Fluke (3.5 lbs.) May 20th – July 4th August 19th – September 17th
Shark (125 lbs.) May 20th – July 4th September 16th – November 26th
Bluefish  (8 lbs.) May 20th – July 4th September 16th – November 26th
Tuna & Mahi June 24 – August 6th

Derby, Awards & Contests Report 
Awards Chairman: Ray Geiger | Committee Team: Bob Benzenberg, Harry Sbaschnig and Bill Morrogh

Save the Date
Saturday, August 5 

80th Anniversary
Lobster Fest/Clam Bake



of Merrick
SOUTH SHORE MARINE SUPPLY

Bait & Tackle
“Your One Stop Source”

4108 Merrick Rd.
Massapequa, NY 11758

516-557-2510
516-557-2512 Fax

Best Prices, Premium Products, 
Knowledgeable Staff

We have all your boating & fishing needs

VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE:
SouthShoreMarineSupply.com

BLUE MARLIN
BOATS

Used Boats Bought, Sold & Brokered
for current listings log on to 

WWW.BLUEMARLINBOATS.NET
4076 Merrick Road, Seaford, NY 11783

Tel: (516) 679-2121 • Fax: (516) 679-2739

Long Island’s Most Complete Selection of Inshore, Freshwater
and Surf Fishing Equipment • Custom Built Rods

MIKE NICOLETTI & BOB TURTURELLO
3031 Merrick Road, Wantagh, NY 11793

516.785.3223 • Fax: 516.679.6815
www.causewaybaitandtackle.com

500 SOUTH MAIN STREET | FREEPORT, NY 11520
TEL: (516) 546-8880 | FAX: (516) 378-1505

SALES OFFICE NEW & PRE-OWNED:
TEL (516) 771-7020
FAX (516) 771-7348

ALGROVERSMARINE.COM
STRONGSMARINE.COM

BUY • SELL • TRADE

Official Printer for
The Freeport Tuna Club
DISCOUNTS FOR ALL MEMBERS
255 Sunrise Highway, Merrick, NY 11566

Tel 516.546.2312 • Fax 516.623.0870
web: www.mmpmk.com • e-mail: Info@mmpmk.com



FREEPORT BASED

FREE TOWING FOR MEMBERS

CALL ABOUT DISCOUNTED 

FTC MEMBER RATES

516-623-4183

Tel. 516-377-7720
Fax 516-223-9155

Summer Dockage • Winter Storage • Short Hauls

389 South Main St.
Freeport, NY 11520

Tel. 516-377-7720
Fax. 516-377-7723



FUEL • BAIT • TACKLE 

WOODCLEFT FISHING
STATION

FULL LINE OF FISHING GEAR
447 Woodcleft Avenue | Freeport, NY 11520

516 • 378 • 8748

Richie Rosenkranz
FTC MEMBER

SeaIsle-Tackle.com
(516) 868-8855

Fax : (516) 546-2983
Sales@SeaIsle-Tackle.com

Complete Selection of Tackle
Complete Line of Custom Rods
Complete Line of Rod Building Supplies
Complete Inhouse Repairs
Complete Selection of Live, Fresh & Frozen Baits
Completely Helpful and Friendly Staff 

The Complete Tackle Shop

PANDAMAN
PAINTING - PAPER HANGING

SPECIALIST
Paper Removal/Sheetrock Work • Tape/Spackle

Decorative Moldings Installed

Neat, Clean, Professional Service

Powerwashing • 30 Years Experience

WE DO IT ALL & MORE!

516.781.4011
BOB PANDY

SOUTH SHORE 
COMPUTER SERVICES
“Technology, Sales and Staff Augmentation Services”

24/7/365

Ed Faza
516.238.2724

ed@southshorecomputerservices.com

     
   

   
 

   
  

 

     
   

   
 

   
  

(631) 274-7042
     

   
   

 

   
  

 

• Custom Hand Tied Rigs 
• Onsite Reel Repair

• All Baits 
• Inshore/Offshore

   
  

 

434 Rutgers Road
West Babylon, NY 11704



CLASSIFIED
Freeport

Tuna Club, Inc.
Chartered to Promote
Sport-fishing & Conservation

FTC 2017 Directors
 President                     Kevin Killelea 
 Vice President             Matt Cardone
 2nd Vice President      Adam Bollaci 
 Treasurer                     John Daum 
 Secretary                     Sharon Missan 

Board of Directors

 
Special Advisors

Bob Sabella 
Ray Geiger 

Chris Scarpantonio

Woody Anderson
Jim Azzi 
Chris Bellinzoni
Paul Cunningham
Alan Evelyn
Capt. John J. Jutt, Sr.
Don Morin

Bob Pandy 
Jim Rooney
John Rooney
Gene Schettini
Joe Steiner
Rick Totten

Post Office Box 5
Freeport, New York 11520

Deliver To:

• WANTED 90 – 115 Horse Outboard, 20” Shaft,
2002 or newer. Call Dave G. (516) 286-8293

• Formula 34PC 2002 twin Volvo 8.1 375 hp I/O. 630
hours. Excellent Condition. Sleeps six. Generator
60 hours. Yard maintained. Windless with full chain.
A/C, New canvas in 2011. Many extras. New refrig-
erator 2017. The perfect family boat. Ready to
launch. Priced to sell immediately. $45,000 firm.
Buyer is responsible for launch. This price is for 1
week only before listing with broker. (516) 238-9707

To place an ad in our classified 
Contact Capt. John Jutt

Phone: (516) 546-2312 
E-mail: JJutt@mmpmk.com

BBQ
GM

Sunday
7/10

4:00 PM
SHARP
Sunday

at Property

Species: Fluke, Striped Bass, Bluefish, Tuna & Shark. 
Children under 12 years old: Sea Robbins 

FIRST, SECOND & THIRD PRIZES
All Club Minimum Weights Are In Effect

Giveaways and More For All Kids
Weigh-In Slip At Property by 4;00 PM 

Sunday July 9 • BBQ at 4PM
Bake Off: First and Second Prizes

Winners must be present to receive awards.

Come on down and enjoy!
It’s a Great Family Time at the Ranch!

Save The Date

RODEO
Friday, Saturday & Sunday

July 7th, 8th & 9th
AT THE

PROPERTY


