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May is finally here! All projects are nearing completion. 
 
The boardwalk has been completed and is looking good, and is safe for everyone. I would 
like to give a sincere thank you to all that have helped in the completion of the 
Boardwalk. Without your help it couldn't have been done so quickly. 
 
The General meeting with the award ceremony is planned for May 13th come on down and 
join us and see the new boardwalk. We will not be attaching the dock boxes to the new 
boardwalk.  The dock boxes can be put on cinderblocks or woodblocks on the blue stone 
next to the boardwalk. 
 
Members are in the process of putting their boats in the water and the yard is emptying out. We also hope to have 
the awning up soon. 
 

Looking forward to seeing everyone soon at the club for a good fishing season. 
 

                              Be safe and stay healthy,  Rick
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1ST VP MESSAGE    
Hello FTC Members, The Fluke Shootout Tournament will be on July 
10th. Rain date is July 11th, and the Captains meeting will be July 9th. 
The rules are Debs Inlet, Jones Inlet to Fire island. Weigh-ins will be 
held at FTC club house from 3pm-6pm. Anyone weighing in a fish must 
be on line no later the 6pm sharp with registration ticket and number. 
Don’t forget to sign up! A portion of the proceeds are going to Hooks 
For Heroes. We have a fisherman and women signed up already and 
great raffles are coming in. As always, be safe and see you all soon. 
Tight lines. Semper Fi  

Robert Cincotta  F/V The Flounder Flopper

DERBIES, AWARDS & CONTESTS  
Awards Chairman: Ray Geiger | Committee: Harry Sbaschnig & Bill Morrogh

FLUKE CALCUTTA  
The NYS fluke season opens on May 4 and runs through 
September 30, 2021. Charlie Goldstein and Mike Sullivan 
will once again be running the Fluke Calcutta. For those who 
are new, here is how it works. Entry is open to all members 
and their immediate family members -- $10 per person. 
 
Largest fluke caught from anywhere by an entrant during the 
NYS season takes all. The fish must be caught on hook and 
line while free swimming. The rules are simple. But you’ve 
got to be in it to win it. 
 
Last year Scott Novick won $670 with an 11.3 lb. fish caught 
aboard his vessel Naida. I know he is planning to beat that 
this year. So are a lot of you. We will see. 
 
If you want to enter you may do so in one of three ways: 
  • Pay Pal- send $10 to bluejacketii@verizon.net 
  • Check- Send $10 to Mike Sullivan  

         19 Loines Ave, Merrick, NY 11566 
  • Cash- See Mike or Charlie. 

Thank you, Mike Sullivan

ENTERTAINMENT  
I am working on speakers and live music for upcoming 
events. We will also have an opportunity to have your vessel 
inspected by the Coast Guard Auxiliary at a Captains and 
Anglers night. Please stay tuned to your email and the FTC 
Facebook page for details.  
 
As always, I am looking for assistance with Entertainment; 
so if you are willing to help, please call me at (516) 443-4680. 
 

Bruce C. Forster F/V Oh Reely

We hope that everyone will make an extra effort to attend our Annual 
Awards Night on Thursdsay, May 13th. This year we will recognizing 
our well-deserved anglers of 2020 at our property. So, get out, come 
on down and get some fresh air!      
 
We ask you again to please make a concerted effort 
to get your weigh slips in on time and fill them out 
legibly/completely! It’s important that you fill out  
 
 

the date/time along with the species 
and vessel information so we can identify 
annual award winners based on our rules.                                            
 
On behalf of our committee would like to wish everyone a safe and 
productive 2021 Derby season. 
 

  Best Fishes,  Ray Geiger

CAPTAINS & ANGLERS  
Captains & Anglers Committee is anxiously awaiting favor-
able weather to install the awning and begin our Thursday 
night BBQs. Please keep an eye on your email, Facebook 
and the website for updated information. On another note, 
due to rising costs, Captains & Anglers will have a slight in-
crease to $20 per person. See you then. 

Thank you, Jim Rooney 



Ready, Set, Go!!!  With reports of striped bass being caught in Raritan Bay, the plan 
was to head there on April 15, 2021 - opening day. The slot size is 28-35 inches and 
1 fish per angler. With that in mind, it is time to load the boat and head out. 
 
We broke East Rockaway (Deb’s) Inlet at first light with the water flat and calm. The 
plan was to head west in about 30 feet of water, follow the beach and look for signs 
of life. I had not been to Raritan Bay since last spring, so I had my Raritan Bay/Jamaica 
Bay waterproof navigation chart in hand. Although my Garmin 7610 does adequately 
display my location, I prefer to keep a paper chart in arms reach when in unfamiliar 
territory. As we approached Breezy Point, we saw several boats in the distance. We 

decided to navigate across the “lower bay” slowly and look for birds and other signs of fish.  
 
Once inside the lower bay, there are several things to be mindful of. The first is Ambrose 
Channel and Romer Shoal. As you continue inside the bay, you have to decide whether you 
will fish closer to Staten Island or New Jersey. As we slowly approached, we saw several 
boats fishing off Great Kills Harbor and Old Orchard Shoal. It’s extremely important to watch 
your depths, as the water drops down to 4ft off Old Orchard Shoal. Another great option 
is to fish near Round Shoal, which is off Red Bank Beach. For those who want to fish closer 
to New Jersey, several great areas are Union Beach, Keansburg, Ideal Beach, or you can 
simply fish by the “hook.”  

 
Although I saw a fleet of boats, most of you know that 
I never fish in a fleet. I decided to look around and find 
my own fish. This is where learning your instruments is 
extremely important. We searched and searched and fi-
nally I saw marks! Set the lines up! We launched yellow and white mojos and started to troll. Within minutes 
the line peeled off. We were in!!! Fish on!!! We landed fish after fish of quality bass up to 27 inches. Fish 
were clean and healthy. What a great way to start the season!  
 
By lunchtime we packed things 
up to head home. Safety is my 
number 1 priority and I am al-
ways concerned that the wind 
may pickup. We followed our 
tracks back to Deb’s Inlet, and 
safely navigated home. Stay safe 
and until my next adventure, 
tight Lines.   

 

   Capt. Barbara Solomon  
F/V Legal Limits

STRIPER DIARIES EPISODE 29    

PROPERTY COMMITTEE  
Property committee reports repairs at the property are moving for-
ward well. The committee would like to remind members wintering 
their boats on the property to take used shrink wrap with them to 
dispose of properly, stack cinder blocks neatly on the pallets along 
the fence and police up the area where your boat was stored. 
Members with outstanding balances are urged to make those pay-
ments. Members wintering on the property are also reminded win-
ter leases end May 31st, boats must be removed or incur summer 
storage fees.  

Thank you,  

Your Property Committee



Some members are reporting dead 
and/or laboring Bunker in our back 
bays and canals. Apparently this has 
been going on since October ’20. 
Christopher LaPorta from the DEC 

passed on the following information: 
  

This observation is likely part of an ongoing 
marine mortality incident involving dead and dying Atlantic 
menhaden (Brevoortia tyrannus), also known as bunker, 
around Long Island, the Hudson River, and extending from 
Rhode Island to New Jersey. Throughout the region some 
menhaden have displayed irregular swimming behaviors (cir-
cling/twirling) or have been found dead. DEC and neighbor-
ing state agencies have been investigating, monitoring, and 
tracking this event since Fall of 2020. 
 
DEC sent samples of tissue from collected fish to Stony Brook 
University’s Marine Animal Disease Laboratory and Cornell 
University to test for a viral infection often associated with the 
observed, irregular, swimming behavior. New Jersey’s Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) also sent samples 
of menhaden to Pequest Aquatic Animal Health Laboratory. 
Samples of menhaden collected by both states tested nega-
tive for the virus. 
 
Additional investigations of affected fish by NJDEP found in-
ternal signs of disease associated with the presence of a Vib-
rio bacteria in most samples. This bacterium is a possible 

cause of the mortality event. DEC is working to confirm this 
with additional samples from fish found in in New York this 
Spring. Vibrio bacteria are a naturally occurring bacteria in 
coastal waters that are typically present in elevated concen-
trations between May and October. 
 
The specific bacterium identified by the NJDEP is not typically 
known to be harmful to humans. However, as a precaution, 
DEC recommends treating the situation the same as you 
would with any dead, wild animal. If you need to come in con-
tact with dead fish to clean them up, make sure to wear ap-
propriate protective equipment, including gloves. 
 
There have been no reports of other fish or wildlife species 
being impacted by the suspected bacterium causing this mor-
tality event. Menhaden occupy estuaries and coastal waters 
from northern Florida to Nova Scotia and are an important 
prey species for a wide range of wildlife and are typically used 
by humans as bait. It is still safe to eat fish that prey on men-
haden. As always, it is recommended that all fish and shellfish 
be cooked to the proper temperature and fish that are dead 
or appear sick should not be collected or eaten. 
 
DEC will continue to work with state and regional partners to 
further investigate this mortality event. As new information 
unfolds, the DEC will provide information to local govern-
ments and the public as necessary. Please continue to report 
fish kills by email to fishkillmarine@dec.ny.gov or call 631-444-
0495 for marine waters or 845-256-3199 on the Hudson River.

A MESSAGE FROM THE DEC

FISHING REPORT 
 
With a few boats in the water the reports are starting 
to slowly trickle in. 
 
Striped Bass locally has seen the schoolie action pick up 
in all the back bays. For those making the run West to Raritan 
there has been a mixed body of fish from schoolie's to fish hitting the 50lb. mark. 
Trolling and live lining have all been producing. These fish should be outside our 
inlet any day now — you will only know if you go. The bunker schools have also ar-
rived and are as thick as they were last year. 
 
Local reef action has seen good numbers of cod shorts and keepers, Ling and black-
fish have all been caught as well. 
 
There was some bluefin in the eastern canyons a few weeks back following a warm 
eddy. Other Canyon news has good catches of Golden Tilefish, Capt. Dave Pincus 
has had some quality catches on his past trips. Now is the time to make sure all your 
tackle and gear are in tip top shape. 
 
For any North Shore members the western sound from Oyster Bay to the Throgs 
Neck bridge has been coming to life. Good quantities of school size striped bass 
are being caught in the shallow warm waters around docks and rock piles. Artificials 
fished slowly have been very successful. Bunker has also been in the area as well. 
 
Please send me your catch info to be featured in the report. 
 

Tightlines,  Capt. Adam 516-322-0030 | adambollaci@gmail.com

Know
KnotsYour

Snelling 
       a Hook

1. Thread line through hook eye 
about 6”. Hold line against hook 
shank and form Uni-Knot circle.

2. Mike 5 or 6 turns through loop and 
around line and shank as desired. Close 
knot by pulling on tag end of line.

3. Tighten by pulling  
    standing line in one  
    direction and hook in the other.



of Merrick
SOUTH SHORE MARINE SUPPLY 

Bait & Tackle 

“Your One Stop Source” 
4108 Merrick Rd. 

Massapequa, NY 11758 
516-557-2510 

516-557-2512 Fax 
Best Prices, Premium Products,  

Knowledgeable Staff 
We have all your boating & fishing needs 

VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE: 
SouthShoreMarineSupply.com

BLUE MARLIN 
BOATS  

Used Boats Bought, Sold & Brokered 
for current listings log on to  

 
WWW.BLUEMARLINBOATS.NET 

4076 Merrick Road, Seaford, NY 11783 

 
Tel: (516) 679-2121 • Fax: (516) 679-2739

Long Island’s Most Complete Selection of Inshore, Freshwater 
and Surf Fishing Equipment • Custom Built Rods 

MIKE NICOLETTI & BOB TURTURELLO 
3031 Merrick Road, Wantagh, NY 11793 

516.785.3223 • Fax: 516.679.6815 
www.causewaybaitandtackle.com

Official Printer for 

The Freeport Tuna Club 
 DISCOUNTS FOR ALL MEMBERS 
255 Sunrise Highway, Merrick, NY 11566 

Tel 516.546.2312 • Fax 516.623.0870 
web: www.mmpmk.com • e-mail: Info@mmpmk.com



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MENTION THIS AD FOR A 5% DISCOUNT  
ON ANY SERVICE OVER $1000 (MEMBERS ONLY)

FREEPORT BASED 

 

FREE TOWING FOR MEMBERS 

CALL ABOUT DISCOUNTED  

FTC MEMBER RATES 

516-623-4183

Tel. 516-377-7720
Fax 516-223-9155

Summer Dockage • Winter Storage • Short Hauls

389 South Main St.
Freeport, NY 11520

Tel. 516-377-7720 
Fax. 516-377-7723

Harold A. Bollaci, PC. 
An Elder Law Estate Planning Firm 

 

Harold A. Bollaci 
 

393 Old Country Road. Suite 203 
Carle Place, New York 11514 

Tel (516) 538-9700 | Fax (646) 867-0560 
Harold@BollaciLaw.com

PICTURE IT... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUR AD HERE!

 FTC SUPPORTER



SeaIsle-Tackle.com
(516) 868-8855

Fax : (516) 546-2983
Sales@SeaIsle-Tackle.com

Complete Selection of Tackle
Complete Line of Custom Rods
Complete Line of Rod Building Supplies
Complete Inhouse Repairs
Complete Selection of Live, Fresh & Frozen Baits
Completely Helpful and Friendly Staff 

The Complete Tackle Shop

PANDAMAN 
PAINTING - PAPER HANGING 

SPECIALIST 
Paper Removal/Sheetrock Work • Tape/Spackle 

Decorative Moldings Installed 

Neat, Clean, Professional Service 

Powerwashing • 30 Years Experience 

WE DO IT ALL & MORE! 

516.781.4011 
BOB PANDY

• Custom Hand Tied Rigs 
• Onsite Reel Repair

• All Baits 
• Inshore/Offshore

450 Fire Island Avenue
Babylon, NY 11702

(631) 274-7042

www.TrophyTackle.com

www.Tuna昀shtackle.com

• Custom Hand Tied Rigs 
• Onsite Reel Repair

• All Baits 
• Inshore/Offshore

450 Fire Island Avenue
Babylon, NY 11702

(631) 274-7042

www.TrophyTackle.com

www.Tuna昀shtackle.com

• Custom Hand Tied Rigs 
• Onsite Reel Repair

• All Baits 

www.Tuna昀shtackle.com
• Custom Hand Tied Rigs 

• Onsite Reel Repair
• All Baits 

• Inshore/Offshore

450 Fire Island Avenue

a昀shtackle.com

434 Rutgers Road 
West Babylon, NY 11704 



CLASSIFIEDS 
 
2003 purchased New in 2006 with 9 hrs on engine’s 
twin 350 mpi merc cruisers gas engines. Boat has been 
yard maintained only and stored indoors for first 8 yrs on 
Hudson River in Ossining NY. Holds 275 gal boat loaded 

very low 
hours 64 
hrs on 
K o e h l e r 
generator 
dual Ray-
marine C-
80s dual 
r a d i o s 
stand up 
head and 
s h o w e r 
sleeps 4, 
too many 
extras to 
List. Boat 
in water at 
A t l a n t i c 
Y a c h t 
Haven.  

$50,000   
Serious inquiries only Bob O’Brien FTC member  

917-417-7756 flame9545@gmail.com 

SHIP STORE  
Spring is around the corner and Captain & Anglers will 
starting up. 
We are going to be taking orders for embroidered hooded 
jackets, so please come see me at our next C & A. or you 
can call me at 516-987-4227 to discuss getting this custom 
apparel with your name and boat name.  

See you soon. 
Jim Azzi  

  
516-987-4227 or  

email: blackcloud@yahoo.com 

SLIP AVAILABLE  

We have one available slip 
down at the property 

If you are interested please reach out to  

Don Grainger, Bob Sabella or Jim Rooney.

Post Office Box 5 
Freeport, New York 11520

Deliver To:

FREEPORT 
TUNA CLUB, INC. 

Chartered to Promote 
Sport-fishing & Conservation 
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