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President’s Message
Dear Members,

Spring Has Sprung!
Back in January when I became President I remember saying this is

going to be a good year.  I can’t wait for the fishing season to start and
all of a sudden  “WOW” It’s May 1st time does go by fast. The weather
has changed and the temperatures have been in the 70’s. The
Flounder Season has begun and there are a few reports of a great start
to the Striped Bass season on the West Bar. The Fluke Season is about
to start with a size of 19 inches and 4 Keepers That sounds good to
me. OOH! OOH! OOH! FISH ON! The Annual Codfish Trip on the
Viking Starship out of Montauk departed on the 3rd of May and is due
back on May 5th. I didn’t go on the trip this year so I won’t be
TANGELING any LINES. Hope you guys had a great trip with plenty of
fish and lots of camaraderie.

Last month’s General Meeting attendance was up. Our entertainment
committee head Ray Geiger welcomed Jim Gilmore to speak at our
meeting. He is the Director of Marine Fisheries of the New York
Department of Environmental Conservation. I thought that Mr. Gilmore
did an Excellent presentation and was very informative. 

This month at our MAY G.M. we will be entertained with another
speaker.

Make sure you attend this meeting. Board Member Alan Evelyn
along with Ray Geiger are welcoming Kevin McAllister a coastal
biologist and bay keeper and Alexandra Millar a development &
communications Director and Geoscientist of the Peconic Bay Keepers
.Org  to speak at our General Meeting on MAY 9th . They will provide
us with Valuable information about Environmental issues and an
update on the Breach at the “OLD INLET” On the South Shore of Long
Island, so it should be very Interesting.

On May 18th we will be hosting our Annual Freeport Tuna Club Yard
Sale.

Bob Benzenberg and Al Casciano are heading up this great event.
It has been advertised in THE FISHERMAN under calendar of events. 

Bob has distributed flyers at all the
fishing flea markets around. Al has sent
out all the mailings to vendors and
members who have had tables in the
past. This year we are trying to include
hunter’s  to bring their new or used
hunting equipment. I’m hoping that this
year will be a much larger turnout. The
Captain Anglers crew will be serving up
a great menu of food. Please participate
I know everyone has stuff for sale so see
Bob or Al Get a spot and bring a table
and Support the Club. It’s a real fun day.

Don’t forget about our special raffle for a 9ft Inflatable boat powered
with a 5 horsepower Tohatsu outboard motor. Tickets are $10.00 each
see Jim Rooney. We are hoping to have the Boat & motor at the Yard
sale. Jimmy is also planning  a dinner cruise it’s a great night on the
water. Let’s help support the Club.

As of this Message we have 169 Paid Members. At the last G.M. the
members name that was picked was not there. So this month’s Prize
is $50.00 and $25.00 in raffle tickets towards a future G.M. You have
to be in it to win it!

Men and Fish are alike…They both get in trouble

When they open their mouths!!!

~ President 2013 ~ Bob Pandy 

NEXT GM
Thursday, May 9th , 2013 at 7:30pm
Cure Of Ars Auditorium
Merrick Avenue • Merrick

(Between Sunrise Highway and Merrick Road)

Kevin McAllister from the Peconic Baykeeper will speak about the breach caused by 
Hurricane Sandy at Old Inlet and other environmental issues at the May 9th GM

See inside for more details



April 2013 Derby Awards 
& Contests Report

Awards Chairman: Captain Bill Morrogh
Committee Team: Captain Larry Festa, 

Captian Michael Zullo
The Cod Derby ended on 5/5/13. You have until Sunday, 5/19/13, to get weigh

slips in. DON'T FORGET: Cod slips also figure in some annual awards so

send them in even if you don't win the derby!

The Winter Flounder Derby ends this Sunday, 5/12. You have until 5/26 to

get slips in to the committee.

The Striped Bass Derby is on right now and ends on 6/09. The Weakfish

Derby starts this Saturday, 5/11.We will have Sea Bass dates shortly.

THE FOLLOWING DERBIES ARE IN PROGRESS:
Cod (6 lbs.) March 16th – May 5th  

Flounder (1.5 lbs.) April 6th  – May 12th

Striped Bass (15 lbs.) May 4th – June 9th

Weakfish (5 lbs.) May 11th – June 23rd 

Fluke (3.5 lbs.)                                                   May 25th-July 7th

Shark (125 lbs.)                                                May 25th - July 7th

Bluefish (8lbs.)                                                May 25th - July 7th

The complete Derby calendar for 2013 is available on our website.

Fishing Report
No word yet on our spring mackerel run, however if history proves
correct, they should make their appearance in very late April to early
May.

On a conservation note:

Fluke season will be May 1st ~ September 29th Four (4) fish @ 19”
Much better that we could have imaged.

Seabass season will open on July 23th. This late opening is a bite
disappointing knowing that the commercial season will be opened
much earlier. 

Reports are coming from our members. So here is the latest:

To the west Captain Steve Rodeos F/V” Legacy”  Reports that the
Strip Bass have arrived in full force in Ratian Bay. Keeper size fish
have been caught on Clam bait & spoons.

Captain Chris on a recent trip to Fire Island reports that there are
some quality flounders to be caught in the N/S Fire Island Channel
and that strip bass have already moved into our local bays. This report
was re-enforced with and fine catch of keeper stripers on a night bite
by Captain Peter Cefai & Barbara.  Pete and Barbara fished the
Western North Shore for the full moon on April 25, 2013 for the "night
bite" on the boat the “NeverEnuff”. The FTC Team chunked bunker &
landed several nice bass up to 17 pounds.

On the offshore wreck scene the 20 mile wrecks are still covered with
dog fish and seabass that we cannot keep. The better offshore action
is on the 30 & 40 mile wrecks reports a nice size Cod fish.

On the boating front we welcome the following new boats into our
club:

Captain Chris Bellinzoni reports the all new “F/V Four Bells” Captain
Chris is the new owner of a beautiful 28’ AJ Downeaster Boat. She
sports Yanmar diesel power and a flag blue hull. The new “Four Bells”
will be birthed at his Baldwin home. Best of luck Captain Chris &
family.

Captain Harry Weinblatt reports the all new arrival of his new 25’
Contender. After selling his 35 Duffy, Captain Harry is back in the
game! The all New F/V “ Blue Marlin”  sporting twin 150 HP Yamaha
power. Harry’s plan will be to docked back at the FTC Marina with: “
Have trailer will travel”…. to give the East End Boys a run for their
money when the bite is on. 

WELCOME TO OUR CLUB & MARINA:

• All of our members welcome the following new boat to our FTC
Marina:

• Captain Paul Giurco with his canyon ready 35” Cabo “F/V Laura
Line”

• Lisa Cumningham & Debbie Gray, 19” Chaparral “ F/V Pipe & Law”

• William Montebello with his 24” Chaparral “F/V Hyper Active”

• Jeff Romanek Offshore rig “F/V Tigar Barb” a 28’ Rampage

• Chris Macropoulos “F/V OverBite” 23 Regulator

That about wraps it up for this report. If you had a good catch drop
the Awards & Contest Committee a line we would love to hear about
your catch and share it with our membership: E –Mail
captainlarry84@aol.com

Sincerely

Captain Larry Festa

S/A

~ Sincerely,

Captain Larry Festa - S/A

ANNUAL AWARD CHANGES.
We’ve made some changes to the annual awards in the interests of
competition and participation.

Woodcleft Marine Base, Inc., Trophy — Awarded to the
member catching the greatest weight fish per pound line test, on a
boat sailing from any Long Island Port using a maximum of 30 lb.
test line and conventional tackle. No Blue Sharks will be eligible for
this award.
The change makes this award for “conventional tackle only”.

Ed Swanson Memorial Angler of the Year Award ---
Awarded to the angler sailing from any Long Island port who
achieves the highest number of total points in a calendar year. Points
are accumulated for the following species: Pelagic Sharks, Tuna, Bill
Fish, Dolphin, False Albacore, Weakfish, Striped Bass, Fluke, Sea
Bass, Blackfish, Bluefish, Cod and Flounder. Points are awarded for
the 1st (5 pts.), 2nd (4 pts.), 3rd (3 pts.), 4th (2 pts.) and 5th (1 pt.)
largest fish caught for each species.
The change adds False Albacore, counts the first 5 fish and changes
the points awarded for each place.

The Barry Simon Memorial Captain's Award — Awarded to
the captain who achieves the highest number of points for Cod,
Blackfish and Sea Bass caught aboard his vessel. Points are
awarded for the 1st (5 pts.), 2nd (4 pts.), 3rd (3 pts.), 4th (2pts.) and
5th (1pt.) largest fish caught for each species. A member captain
may submit two weight slips for each species and must be aboard
his vessel when the fish is caught. The boat must leave and return
from Jones, Fire Island or Debs Inlet. The angler need not be a
member.
The change allows 2 fish of each species per captain, counts the first
5 fish and changes the points awarded for each place. 



Fluke Calcutta
The 2013 Fluke Calcutta underway. My thanks Charlie Goldstein for signing
everyone up last month.  Entry fee remains $10-- winner take all. Same rules,
you may catch the fish from any port during the regular fluke season. All fish
must be alive at the time it is caught with hook and line. See me at the GM.
Because you never know!

Membership
One hundred and seventy five and counting have renewed their

membership so far. Just 27 have yet to renew. If you are one of the 27,
please take out your checkbook now and send your renewal in. The
membership Committee appreciates your payment.

~ Mike Sullivan

Good & Welfare
Martha Pezar wife of Paul is in N Y Hospital . We send out our

prayers and thoughts. Don Granger had Knee replacement surgery, we
wish him speedy recovery.

Conservation
The regulations are now final! Fluke and porgies have opened on

May 1st.  The fluke bag limit is four fish at 18 inches.  The season
will end on September 29th.  The porgies season will run through
December 31st.  There is a 30 fish limit with a 10 inch minimum size.
In September and October, the limit goes to 45 fish on party and
charter boats.  

The Sea bass season opens on July 10th and runs through De-
cember 31st.  The new bag limit is 8 fish with a 13 inch minimum
size.  Remember to register to fish.  
Call 1-866-933-2257.            Dennis Cataldo-Committee Chairman

Catch of 
the Month 
Mutton Snapper 

Our “Catch of the Month” goes to
Jonathan Wade who caught some huge
Mutton Snappers while vacationing in
Belize recently. This beauty was landed
along with a variety of other snapper
species and reef dwellers. Style points
were awarded for the clearly visible FTC
hat as well.   

No weight was obtained for this fish but it
looks like it might have challenged the “current” FTC record 16 lb 12
oz Mutton Snapper caught by John Shiel in Boyton Beach, Fla back
in 1961.  The IGFA All Tackle Record stands at 30 lb 4 oz caught at
the Dry Tortugas in 1998. 

Send in those pictures ! 

For bragging rights,  please email me at philton@optonline.net  or text
me at 516 721 8907 to be considered  for “Catch of the Month” by the
bulletin committee.  

Include a picture and some catch details.  Thanks to all who submitted
entries this Month and please keep them coming.   

– Paul Hilton / Emily S

Mark your calendar for this
Summers great FTC events!

1. May 18th FTC Yard sale
2. July 11th FTC Dinner cruise 

(tentative Date)
3. July 19th, 20th, 21st - FTC Rodeo week
ends with BBQ on Sunday, 21st July

4. July 27th, 28th - Salmon Trip
5. August 8th FTC Luau
6. FTC Flotilla (date to be announced)

Anyone interested in helping the above committees please contact
Jim Rooney at (516) 850-6772 or jp5820@aol.com 

Please support the FTC. Boat Raffle (9 FT Advanced Inflatable
with a 5 hp. Tohatsu Motor) Tickets $10 ea. 

Thank you,
Jim Rooney

FTC FLEA MARKET
May 18 is the FTC Flea Market, If it's possible we would like to have the
boats off the property to accommodate the Flea Market.  Contract
requires boats to be off by June 1. Thank you for your cooperation in
advance.

PROPERTY
When you on cover your boat do not put the shrink wrap in the dumpster,
take it to the dump in Merrick or a ride home. Police your area after your
boat leaves the property and return your block to the storage area

While getting your boat ready for the season if you have any problems
on the property with water or electric let the property committee know.

Don't block the gate open. Use the power switch to disable the gate.
Remember to turn the power back on when you leave.

We still have 5 open slips in the marine that we need to fill.  Find a non
member to take a slip and you get $500.

Property Committee 

TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE
Matt Errett
1. Cape May - South Jersey Shark Tournament  - June 6th. - 9th. 
2. Hudson Anglers Shark Tournament – June 15th., rain date
June 16th.
3. Woodcleft Shark Tournament – June 22nd., rain date June
23rd.
4. Star island 27th Annual Shark Tournament - June 14th - 15th –
rain date June 30th.
5. Star Island 21st Annual Mako/Thresher Mania Tournament -
August 2nd. - 3rd.
6. Noreast Big Dog Shootout  - June 1st.  – July 31st.  Visit
www.noreast.com for details
7. Bayshore Tuna Club Shark Tournament - June 29th., 
8. Oak Bluffs 27th. Annual Monster Shark Tournament - July
18th. -20th. 
9. Cape May – South Jersey 22nd. Annual Mid Atlantic  $500,000
August 18th. – 23rd
10. 40th Anniversary White Marlin Open, Ocean City, Maryland –
August 5th. -9th. (410) 289-9229
Visit www.ftcfishing.com for additional updates as they become
available.  Be safe, and good luck to all!!

A NOTE FROM THE
EDITORIAL STAFF

At the end of the month is Memorial Day which
officially kicks off the summer season.

We wish all a happy and safe

Boating Season
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BUY • SELL • TRADE

Mitch Vidur
Member

“Very Special Discounts 
for FTC Members”

Best Prices, Premium Products, 

Knowledgeable Staff

We have all your boating & fishing needs

VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE:

SouthShoreMarineSupply.com

SOUTH SHORE MARINE SUPPLY
� Bait & Tackle  �

“Your One Stop Source”

4108 Merrick Rd.
Massepequa, NY 11758

516-557-2510
516-557-2512 Fax

BLUE MARLIN
BOATS

Used Boats Bought, Sold & Brokered

for current listings log on to 

www.bluemarlinboats.net

4076 merrick road, seaford, nY 11783

tel. (516) 679-2121 •  Fax (516) 679-2739

FRED CHALL MARINE
SUPPLY, CORP.

“Servicing the FTC for over 20 years”
“We will not be undersold”
401 SO. MAIN ST., FREEPORT

516-868-0177
For All Yor Boating Needs 

®



(516) 232-0645
Sailing From Woodcleft Fishing Station

447 Woodcleft Avenue, Freeport, New York

CAPT. FRED BALTUSIS
Freeport, New York

Call To 
Customize 

Your Fishing 
Adventure 35 Ft. Custom Downeaster

FTC MEMBER

Kevin McAllister from the Peconic Baykeeper will speak
about the breach caused by Hurricane Sandy at Old Inlet
and other environmental issues at the May 9th GM.  The
Peconic Baykeeper is the only independent, not-for-profit
advocate solely dedicated to the protection and
improvement of the aquatic ecosystems of the Peconic
and South Shore estuaries of Long Island. Its clean water
mission is advanced through conservation and
management initiatives, public education, research,
monitoring and participation in the public environmental
review of projects and activities that may adversely impact
the ecological health of the region's estuarine waters. For
more information about the Peconic Baykeeper is
available at www.peconicbaykeeper.org.

MAY ENTERTAINMENT



FreePort baseD

Free towinG For members

Call about DisCounteD 

FtC member rates

516-623-4183

HENRY R. JENET MEATS
WHOLESALE - RETAIL

Poultry, Beef, Lamb, Pork - Fresh Daily

106-57 160th Street
Jamaica, NY  11433

Tel. 718-291-5700 
FREEPORT TUNA CLUB MEMBER

1314 1st aVenue, new YorK, nY  10021

212.717.7403

www.CiGarinn.Com

THE CIGAR INN

PANDAMAN
PAINTING - PAPER HANGING

SPECIALIST
Paper Removal / Sheetrock Work • Tape / Spackle

Decorative Moldings Installed
Neat Clean Professional Service

Powerwashing • 30 Years Experience
WE DO IT ALL & MORE!

516.781.4011
BOB PANDY



Wasabi Sportfishing 

 
Offering Open Boat & Private Charters 

For Tuna, Shark, Sword, Mahi & 
Anything else that swims on the edge 

 

516-650-1759 
Capt. Chris Gerhart, 50 Ton USCG Master 

www.TrophyTackle.com

Long Island’s Most Complete Selection of Inshore, Freshwater
and Surf Fishing Equipment • Custom Built Rods
MIKE NICOLETTI & BOB TURTURELLO

3031 Merrick Road, Wantagh, NY  11793
516.785.3223 • Fax: 516.679.6815
www.causewaybaitandtackle.com SeaIsle-Tackle.com

(516) 868-8855
Fax : (516) 546-2983

Sales@SeaIsle-Tackle.com

Complete Selection of Tackle
Complete Line of Custom Rods
Complete Line of Rod Building Supplies
Complete Inhouse Repairs
Complete Selection of Live, Fresh & Frozen Baits
Completely Helpful and Friendly Staff 

The Complete Tackle Shop

SOUTH SHORE 

COMPUTER SERVICES

“Technology, Sales and Staff Augmentation Services”

24/7/365

Ed Faza
516.238.2724

ed@southshorecomputerservices.com

FUEL • BAIT • TACKLE 

WOODCLEFT FISHING
STATION

FULL LINE OF FISHING GEAR

447 Woodcleft Avenue Freeport, NY 11520

516 • 378 • 8748

Richie Rosenkranz
FTC MEMBER

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY 

(718) 850-0700

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY

(718) 850-0700

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

SHIP STORE SALE
Must move inventory 
25% off everything!

• Our Tee shirts with the new design are in! 

• FTC Beer Mugs $3 • FTC Koolies 2 For $3 • FTC Gear Bags $22

• Small Gear Bags Discounted to $15 

• Large Gear Bags Discounted to $30

• FTC Anniversary • Golf Shirts Slashed to $20

Great Quality Below Our Cost

Avoid Sunburn on the back of your neck By purchasing an Adams Hat

Adams Hats • Regular Price $25 Discounted $20

Contact Paul or Rosemary Schuber At Next GM

www.TrophyTackle.com

www.TrophyTackle.comwww.TrophyTackle.com

434 Rutgers Road
West Babylon, NY 11705



Post Office Box 5

Freeport, New York 11520

Deliver To:

• Beautiful Canal Front Property, large corner lot, water, electricity, concrete 
pilings with active permit for 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 1300 square foot home 
with additional screened balconies. Excellent canal with immediate deep 
water access from channel  to Atlantic or Gulf.  Excellent fishing without any 
fishing pressure. Twenty-two miles from Key West on Cudjoe Key. Greatly 
reduced to $168,000 negotiable.  Contact Dennis Cataldo 516-884-0707.

• For Sale-Fishing tackle, rods, reels, lures, umbrella rigs, spoons, jigs, 
gaffs, plugs, etc. New and Used. Contact Dennis Cataldo at (516) 753-5433
for more information.

• Aruba-Paradise Beach, 2 Br., Ocean View, 3 Pools, Sell or Rent, Week 
10 March,Call Tom S. (516) 221-1821.

• Ten foot sit-in kayak with car-top carrier. Good condition: great for 
Zach's Bay.$125.00 Bill Toohey 516-509-1372.

• For Sale 25 Foot Luhrs. $5,900, 2000 350 Crusader, Full Canvas Last Year. 
Ask for Ron at Sea Isle or Call home at (516) 796-4107.

• 2006 17’ Montauk with 90 HP 4 stroke Mercury for sale. $17,900. Contact  
Mike S. 516-379-4373

CLASSIFIED:

To place an ad in our classified 
Contact Capt. John Jutt  (516) 546-2312  

or E-mail to:   JJutt@mmpmk.com

Annual 
Freeport Tuna Club

Yard Sale
*FREE ADMISSION*

Rods to Rowboats, Lures to Lights, Outboards to
Outriggers Set-up time 6:00 am Open to public 8:00 am

Unreserved spaces will be awarded first come - first serve

FREEPORT TUNA CLUB MARINA

275 HUDSON AVE. FREEPORT
The FREEPORT TUNA CLUB would like to
extend an invitation for you to participate in

our annual garage sale to be held at our 
marina located at 275 Hudson Ave. Freeport

Saturday, May 18, 2013 
(Rain Date Sunday, May 19th)

ATTENTION HUNTERS!!!
New This Year

Hunter’s Yard Sale
Set up a table and sell your new or used hunting equipment.

Table space is available at $50.00 per 10 ft. spot
“BRING YOUR OWN TABLES PLEASE”

HOT CHOWDER, HOT DOGS, HAMBURGERS AND SODA WILL
BE AVAILABLE, SERVED UP BY OUR BAR-B-QUE STAFF.
For more information call 
Al Casciano 516-992-2331 or 

Bob Benzenberg (516) 521-7378

YARD

SALE

VENDORS

WANTED

Freeport
Tuna Club, Inc. Charºtered to Promote

Sport-fishing & Conservation

FTC 2013 Directors

 President                          Bob Pandy
 1st Vice President            Harry Weinblatt
 2nd Vice President           Chris Scarpantonio
 Secretary                          Capt. William Morrogh
 Treasurer                          John Daum

Board of Directors

 Woody Anderson              Jim Rooney
 Alan Evelyn                      Paul Schuber
 Ray Geiger                       Tim Sherman
 John Gerrity                      Joe Steiner 
 Don Granger                    Mike Sullivan
 Capt. John J. Jutt, Sr.       Chris Squeri 
Don Morin

Special Advisors
Toohey, Bill 

Rooney, John 
Festa, Larry 

Attention Hunters!


