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President’s Message
Hello Everyone, 

The March GM was quite an exciting night! I would like to thank
Dave Denenberg for inviting down Michael Scotto, from Nassau
County Comptroller George Maragos’ Office, to present Matt
Cardone, John Daum, Sharon Missan, and me with citations.
Please remember to show your support to these gentlemen.

Thanks to Ray Geiger for the fine job he did with our Annual
Awards Night, with continued support from Bill and Theresa
Morrogh (who we all miss very much)... to all of our members who
received awards that evening, congratulations on all our your
accomplishments!

I have exciting news! The fishing season is finally under way.
Freeport Tuna Club member Ken Donowski will be organizing
more Club Trips, please see him or me for more details. 

For those of you who are interested in fishing over on the North
Shore; Greenport, Orient Point area, please see our member, Dale
Lewis. He has a very unique opportunity open to all our members
that includes sleeping arrangements. You may contact Dale at
DaleLewis555@yahoo.com for more information. The Freeport
Tuna Club would like to extend their condolences to Dale and his
family on the passing of their father.

The Club can now provide its members the opportunity to fish
from the Verrazano Bridge out to Montauk, and thanks to Dale,

all over the North Shore.  

Attention All Captains! We will
be offering cash prizes to the
Captains who take our new
Members out fishing on their
boats. Gene Schenttini will be
explaining more details at the
April GM. I would like to thank
Gene and his committee for the
great job they are doing with the
membership and for all the new members that came to our
Awards Dinner. Looking forward to meeting you and seeing you
win awards this season. 

I would also like to thank John Camper for speaking about the
club and welcoming the the new members along with Bob McVey
and our other members. Speaking of members I am very happy
to announce that Don Morin has celebrated his 91st Birthday.
From all of us at the Freeport Tuna Club: Happy birthday, good
health, 91 more years, and keep flipping those hamburgers!

Speaking of hamburgers, hot dogs and great food... Captain
Anglers will be starting up this month, we will be making an
announcement at this month's a GM and following it up on our
website. The highlight of the evening was when Bob Benzenberg

NEXT GM
Thursday, April 13, 2017

@7:30 pm 
The Freeport Yacht Club

533 Guy Lombardo Avenue
Freeport, NY 

Guest Speaker: Marine Biologist Chris “The FIsh Guy” Paparo
(see inside for details)



Fishing Report Spring has Sprung
While February had us thinking about an early Spring, March
certainly brought us back to reality. Once again a lot of WIND and
unseasonably cold temps prevailed and prevented just about
anyone from getting off the dock. The wrecks have been largely
untouched and at least one boat put together a decent catch of
west end cod. I’m itching to go, just need the weather and
schedule to align. The few trips that were sailed out of Montauk
saw disappointing results. Flounder season is open, surprisingly

not a word from
Raritan Bay, the
North Shore, or the
Captree Fleet.

Bryon King passed
along a great report
and a picture that
will make you forget
about winter.
Bryon’s  father, Joe
King of the F/V
Kingfisher  took a
trip to Quepos,
Costa Rica. There
he caught Pacific
Sailfish, Southern
Amberjack, some
Mahi, apparently in
gorgeous weather
and calm seas.
Sounds like a great

trip, thanks for sharing that  inspiring picture and report.    

Many of us fish vicariously and receive news and reports through
a variety of fishing web sites. 

I want to mention an event that I read about on Capt. Steve
Cannizo’s Fishing United www.fishingunited.com. 

For those not familiar with Fishing United, the web site is targeted
toward the recreational, for hire, and commercial fishermen and has a
wealth of information if you take the time and drill down through the
various threads. Steve’s NY Bight Insider is particularly chock full of
good and useful information.  What caught my eye was mention of
the 100th Birthday celebration of one of the most noted Captain’s in
the region, Capt. Mike Scarpatti from the Ranger Fleet in Sheepshead
Bay. Who can forget seeing the “big blue” Ranger V, one of the first

true super-cruisers, literally racing her rival the Tampa out to the
grounds.  Present at the party were many notable captions and one
picture really jumped out at me, three legends in the bottom fishing
industry. Left to right are Captain Al Lindroth (Captain Al), Ritchie
Kessinger (Starstream), and Captain Paul Forsberg (Viking Fleet) How
many wrecks and new drops were found and how many cod have
fallen while these great skippers were at the Helm? Thanks for sharing
Steve, what a historical event and photo. 

With the improved weather many will be prepping their boats for
the upcoming season while we await the Striped Bass opener,
April 15th. Striped Bass have already been reported up the
Hudson River (Tappan Zee area) and in several of the traditional
North Shore spots like Little Neck Bay and Oyster Bay. Bunker are
already plentiful throughout our area. The bass and blues will not
be far behind.  

What good is a fishing club fishing report without reports from our
members? The internet and social media have taken over but the
Tuna Tower News still has it’s place. Please drop me a line and
share your adventures with our membership. 

Please email your reports to philton@optonline.net; or text/call me
at 516.721.8907 

The bulletin committee is working to improve the picture resolution
in the printed and online Tuna Tower News. It starts with the quality
of your photos. Send at full size when possible.     

Sincerely,  

Paul Hilton F/V Emily S 

President’s Message continued
announced the tremendous success of the Seventh Annual Game
Dinner which had a record number of 245 people attend and
raised over $13,700.00 for the Club. Thank you so Much Bob
Benzenberg, Joe Disalvo, Ray Geiger and your crew for all the
hard work and many hours you put into make this event a
tremendous success. Thank you, thank you, thank you! Tickets
are now on sale for next year’s game dinner which promises to be
bigger and even more profitable then this year. I expect all of our
members to support your club and purchase a ticket to this event.
Finally, I know once the weather breaks, those of you who have
boats on the property want to get them into the water. Please give
Chris Squri a call at  516-377-7720 or 516-523-3444 with at least

2 weeks advancd notice so he can have you ready. Thanks to
Chris and the Property Committee. 

Special thanks to John Gerrity and Richie Olejnik for stepping up
to sell raffle tickets. Please see me if you are interested in selling
tickets or working on the House Committe. I also have great news
to report... Woody Anderson is home from the hospital feeling
better and smoking half cigars. That's all for now Sea Yah at the
GM which will be on Thursday, April 13, 2017 at the Freeport Yacht
Club. This month’s speaker will be The Fish Guy.

Greatfully Yours,

Kevin Killelea

Capt. Al Lindroth, Capt. Ritchie Kessinger, Capt. Paul Forsberg 
at Capt. Mike Scarpatti’s 100th Birthday Party

Joe King with a Pacific Sailfish
from Quepos, Costa Rica



Good and Welfare..
We are sorry to hear that Capt. John Jutt 

had to put his boxer Maggie to rest.

This dog has more sea time then most guys we know. 

Anyone with any good and welfare to report please contact me.

Jeff Squeri
516-652-5981

Property Manager’s Report 
Spring is here and the yard is really packed with boats stored for the winter. All captains will need to do some advanced planning
when prepping and moving their vessels. Chris Squeri will need about a week’s notice if you are moving your vessel off the
property or need other yard adjustments to work on you boat. The best way to reach Chris is to text him at 516-377-7720. 

REMEMBER - NO USED SHRINK WRAP IN THE DUMPSTER! 
Please be considerate of your fellow member when getting your boat ready for the new season. Let me or another member
of the property committee know if you have questions or concerns.

IMPORTANT! Club sheds are not to be used to store personal items. The club’s air compressor was extensively damaged
when someone carelessly retrieved their item from the shed. Please note that club sheds will now be locked.

Again - if all the stars align and checks clear we will have A FULL MARINA this year. Thanks to all the members of the
Property Committee and others who help get the word out about our great club and marina. The second payment for a
summer slip is due the middle of April. There are a few outstanding invoices due so please send in your payment as soon as
possible. The 3rd and final payment will be due on or before May 31st.                                          Capt. Alan Evelyn

Cell: 917-750-8710 | Work: 516-299-2523 | Email: capt.al@fishtaxiny.com

Save the Date
Saturday, August 5 

We will be having an 

80th Anniversary
Lobster Fest/Clam Bake

at our marina
To offset the cost of lobster a $20 fee will be assed if you want
Lobster. No payment will be accepted at the door. To reserve
your spot see Bob Sabella at a GM or Captain Anglers. 

Keep posted for more information. 
Don't miss out on what will be a great Day!



FISH: SPRING DATES: FALL DATES:
Cod (6 lbs.) March 11th – May 7th September 30th – December 10th
Flounder (1.5 lbs.) April 1st – May 14th Spring Only
Blackfish (3 lbs.) Fall Only October 14th – November 26th
Seabass  (2.5lbs.) TBD TBD
Striped Bass (15 lbs.) May 6th – June 11th October 7th – November 26th 
Weakfish (5 lbs.) May 6th – June 18th August 13th – September 24th
Fluke (3.5 lbs.) May 20th – July 4th August 19th – September 17th
Shark (125 lbs.) May 20th – July 4th September 16th – November 26th
Bluefish  (8 lbs.) May 20th – July 4th September 16th – November 26th
Tuna (20 lbs) June 24th – August 6th August 12th – September 24th
Mahi (4 lbs.) June 24th – August 6th August 19th – October 1st.
False Albacore Fall Only August 19th – October 1st
Green Bonito Fall Only August 19th – October 1st

Derby, Awards 
& Contests Report 

Awards Chairman: Ray Geiger | Committee Team: Bob Benzenberg, Harry Sbaschnig and Bill Morrogh

I thank everyone that participated in our Annual Awards night GM at the Freeport Yacht Club and congratulations once
again to all our 2016 winners. We now have a clean slate and are ready to once again accept your weigh slips.

I am still waiting for the DEC to finalize the regulations and hope to have the Fish-at-a-Glance cards made available
ASAP.

We will also be cleaning off our Bragging Rights Board at the club property and hope to see all members come down
once the Thursday Captain Anglers BBQ comes online.

As a reminder: • The complete FTC Derby Calendar for 2017 is on our website under the Club Calendar section.

• The dates/regs are set by the DEC. Any updates/changes will be announced in a timely fashion 
on our FTC website and The Tuna Tower News.

Best Fishes to all --- Ray Geiger

This Month’s Speaker
Born and raised on Long Island (NY), ChRiS PAPARo has been exploring the wilds of the island for over
30 years. As a wildlife photographer, writer and lecturer, he enjoys bringing public awareness to the diverse wildlife
that calls the island home. His passion for coastal ecology, fishing and the outdoors led him to obtain a BS in
Marine Science from LIU/Southampton and currently manages the new Marine Sciences Center at the Southamp-
ton campus of Stony Brook University.
In addition to freelance writing for several fishing and wildlife related publications, Paparo currently writes the
monthly Naturalist’s Logbook column for the NY/NJ edition of On The Water Magazine. Although his work tends
to focus on marine life, everything in the natural world is fair game.Keep up!



of Merrick
SOUTH SHORE MARINE SUPPLY

Bait & Tackle
“Your One Stop Source”

4108 Merrick Rd.
Massapequa, NY 11758

516-557-2510
516-557-2512 Fax

Best Prices, Premium Products, 
Knowledgeable Staff

We have all your boating & fishing needs

VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE:
SouthShoreMarineSupply.com

BLUE MARLIN
BOATS

Used Boats Bought, Sold & Brokered
for current listings log on to 

WWW.BLUEMARLINBOATS.NET
4076 Merrick Road, Seaford, NY 11783

Tel: (516) 679-2121 • Fax: (516) 679-2739

Long Island’s Most Complete Selection of Inshore, Freshwater
and Surf Fishing Equipment • Custom Built Rods

MIKE NICOLETTI & BOB TURTURELLO
3031 Merrick Road, Wantagh, NY 11793

516.785.3223 • Fax: 516.679.6815
www.causewaybaitandtackle.com

500 SOUTH MAIN STREET | FREEPORT, NY 11520
TEL: (516) 546-8880 | FAX: (516) 378-1505

SALES OFFICE NEW & PRE-OWNED:
TEL (516) 771-7020
FAX (516) 771-7348

ALGROVERSMARINE.COM
STRONGSMARINE.COM

BUY • SELL • TRADE

Official Printer for
The Freeport Tuna Club
DiSCoUNTS FoR ALL MEMBERS
255 Sunrise Highway, Merrick, NY 11566

Tel 516.546.2312 • Fax 516.623.0870
web: www.mmpmk.com • e-mail: Info@mmpmk.com



FREEPORT BASED

FREE TOWING FOR MEMBERS

CALL ABOUT DISCOUNTED 

FTC MEMBER RATES

516-623-4183

Tel. 516-377-7720
Fax 516-223-9155

Summer Dockage • Winter Storage • Short Hauls

389 South Main St.
Freeport, NY 11520

Tel. 516-377-7720
Fax. 516-377-7723



FUEL • BAIT • TACKLE 

WOODCLEFT FISHING
STATION

FULL LINE OF FISHING GEAR
447 Woodcleft Avenue | Freeport, NY 11520

516 • 378 • 8748

Richie Rosenkranz
FTC MEMBER

SeaIsle-Tackle.com
(516) 868-8855

Fax : (516) 546-2983
Sales@SeaIsle-Tackle.com

Complete Selection of Tackle
Complete Line of Custom Rods
Complete Line of Rod Building Supplies
Complete Inhouse Repairs
Complete Selection of Live, Fresh & Frozen Baits
Completely Helpful and Friendly Staff 

The Complete Tackle Shop

PANDAMAN
PAINTING - PAPER HANGING

SPECIALIST
Paper Removal/Sheetrock Work • Tape/Spackle

Decorative Moldings Installed

Neat, Clean, Professional Service

Powerwashing • 30 Years Experience

WE DO IT ALL & MORE!

516.781.4011
BOB PANDY

SOUTH SHORE 
COMPUTER SERVICES
“Technology, Sales and Staff Augmentation Services”

24/7/365

Ed Faza
516.238.2724

ed@southshorecomputerservices.com

     
   

   
 

   
  

 

     
   

   
 

   
  

(631) 274-7042
     

   
   

 

   
  

 

• Custom Hand Tied Rigs 
• Onsite Reel Repair

• All Baits 
• Inshore/Offshore

   
  

 

434 Rutgers Road
West Babylon, NY 11704
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Freeport

Tuna Club, Inc.
Chartered to Promote
Sport-fishing & Conservation

FTC 2017 Directors
 President                     Kevin Killelea 
 Vice President             Matt Cardone
 Treasurer                     John Daum 
 Secretary                     Sharon Missan 

Board of Directors

 
Special Advisors

Bob Sabella 
Ray Geiger 

Chris Scarpantonio

Woody Anderson
Jim Azzi 
Adam Bollaci
Paul Cunningham
Alan Evelyn
Capt. John J. Jutt Sr.
Don Morin

Bob Pandy 
Jim Rooney
John Rooney
Gene Schettini
Joe Steiner
Rick Totten

Post Office Box 5
Freeport, New York 11520

Deliver To:

ADVERTISERS 
ARE NEEDED

to help fund this publication. 
if you or anyone you know who would 

like to advertise please contact John Jutt 
at jjutt@mmpmk.com 
or call 516-546-2312

• WANTED 90 – 115 Horse Outboard, 20” Shaft,
2002 or newer. Call Dave G. (516) 286-8293

• Formula 34PC 2002 twin Volvo 8.1 375 hp I/O. 630
hours. Excellent Condition. Sleeps six. Generator
60 hours. Yard maintained. Windless with full chain.
A/C, New canvas in 2011. Many extras. New refrig-
erator 2017. The perfect family boat. Ready to
launch. Priced to sell immediately. $45,000 firm.
Buyer is responsible for launch. This price is for 1
week only before listing with broker. (516) 238-9707

Annual 
Freeport Tuna Club
Fishing Flea Market
*FREE ADMISSION*

Rods to Rowboats, Lures to Lights, Outboards to
Outriggers Set-up time 6:00 am Open to public 8:00 am

Unreserved spaces will be awarded first come - first serve
FREEPORT TUNA CLUB MARINA

275 HUDSON AVE. FREEPORT
The FREEPORT TUNA CLUB would like to
extend an invitation for you to participate in

our annual garage sale to be held at our 
marina located at 275 Hudson Ave. Freeport 11520
Saturday, June 3, 2017
(Rain Date Sunday, June 4)

ATTENTION HUNTERS!!!
Hunter’s Yard Sale

Set up a table and sell your new or used hunting equipment.
Table space is available at $50.00 per 10 ft. spot
“BRING YOUR OWN TABLES PLEASE”

HOT CHOWDER, HOT DOGS, HAMBURGERS AND SODA WILL
BE AVAILABLE, SERVED UP BY OUR BAR-B-QUE STAFF.

For more information call 
Kevin Killelea 516-725-8907 or 

Bob Pandy 516-376-3671

YARD

SALE

VENDO
RS

WANTE
D

Attention Hunters!


