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THE PASSING OF LARRY FESTA

A GIANT tree has unexpectedly fallen in the forest of our fishing friends.

We all know the natural order of life consists of many transitions, that is

just the way it goes, it's all part of the plan.  However, some tremors and

transitions are major-and the passing of Larry Festa is so big on so many

levels.  

Losing Larry Festa is a major shock to all of us.  Just think of the history

of The Freeport Tuna Club, it is embroidered with loving support by Larry

Festa in every facet, in every position, on so many levels.  Take a look at

the advice given on so many of the Internet boating and fishing boards,-

who is there with the answers?  Who puts up the photos?  Who is always

reaching out to help people with technical problems? Who so patiently

teaches them?  And not only does Larry give that advice, he does it in such

a giving way.  Larry does not grandstand, he looks for no attention to him-

self- he quietly and unselfishly works on the numbers, and gives so much

of himself in helping others..

Larry, the Captain of his beloved boat The Kristen, was so giving, always

out to help everyone-he was the expert trying to also give his fishing ex-

pertise to so many others so unselfishly.  As a shark fishing expert, there

was not any better than Larry.  He will be remembered and missed for a

long time, and one consolation is that he is now belongs to the ages with

his wonderful father and fishing partner, buddy and best friend-John Festa,-

another wonderful man who predeceased his son in the natural order of

life.

Yes, what a loss with Larry-and with so many good miles to go-cut short, -

- but such is life.  And while that life was cut short, we should all be grateful

for so much that was given to us by having Larry in our lives.

Larry was our marathon man, which made it all the more shocking.  He was

the guy who knew where that Ponce de Leon fountain of youth was, always

in great shape-always with a smile, and we thought he would be here for-

ever.

Heaven knows he will be missed,-how many times have you seen on the

board where someone bought a new boat, or needed a new propeller and

Larry would start his calculations-  "Tell me about the engine, the tranny,

what is the gear ratio? What is the propeller clearance?-What shaft size?

Let me work on this for you and come up with the right answer." And then

a short time later his expert advice would be lovingly given.

And as stated above, Larry not only helped people, but he helps them "qui-

etly" not looking for any grandstand or thank you's, not even for any recog-

nition for himself. Larry was the essence of what is a First Class Guy.

And he had so many passions,-how I respect that Larry could make the

transition from the Kristen and boating with his own boat, and then with

his head held high-transpose that love of life into other aspects of other

hobbies and passions he loved. His motorcycle, his cars-never getting stale

with life, but always finding new adventures.

And what a man of dignity with his career! In a world of daily headlines of

corruption, Larry Festa was absolutely above reproach in his life, and es-

pecially on his job. There was no other side with Larry. He was first class,

it was to the letter, and Larry always said "As I see others fall around me,

that is not the road I will ever take."  Larry only knew one way, the moral

and right way.  He so respected his boss District Attorney Richard Brown,

always concerned about his well-being, and ever-loyal.  Larry really cared,

he was a professional’s professional.  The loyalty Larry expressed towards

DA Richard Brown and his team was total devotion.

And then as I think of those who will miss Larry so much, I then say to my-

self - "how does that compare to the loss to his wife Pat, his two wonderful

daughters-and the rest of his family?"  And what about Larry's brother, and

then my thoughts went to Larry's mom who is still with us and now has

outlived her son, and how Larry always took care of her. Yes, we all have a

loss with Larry Festa's transition, but no one is going to feel it like his fam-

ily.  I am sure we all wish them the very best with love and support.

It is a hard and harsh reality to think that our phones, our posts-will never

be graced with the words of Larry Festa again-that's hard for so many of

us to take,-but that is the process called life. 

So the lesson for all of us is,- love those around you every day,-do not let

your love for those dear to you hide,-express it, embrace it-love life,-it is a

short ride which does not last forever.  This time called life is surrounded

by great beauty-and we should strive to taste all of the wonderful parts of

living. And yes, embrace the challenges as well.  For in the total picture of

it all,- the "here and now" is a miraculous experience which is a wondrous

gift in this time called our lives.

Farewell Larry Festa in this dimension- and thank you for your Love and

Friendship and all that you have brought to our boating and fishing com-

munity.  We are deeply grateful and you will truly be missed.

these words came easy because they came from my heart, inspired by a

Great Man,  His Name is Larwrence J. Festa

REQUESTED BY EDITOR...COMPOSED BY MICHAEL JACOBS
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This GM is Dedicated In Loving Memory Of Captain Larry Festa



MARCH 2014 DERBY, AWARDS
& CONTESTS REPORT 

Awards Chairman: Captain Bill Morrogh
Committee Team: Captain Michael Zullo

Our 2014 Derby season is underway! Good luck to everyone.
Party boat, friends boat and Charter boat fish count in the der-
bies so you can still get in on the Derbies if your boat isn’t ready
for the season yet. Don’t forget those annual awards and send
in your weigh slips! These early season Derbies are a great way
to be a Derby winner and also a great way to get on the “Brag-
ging Rights” board down at the property.

THE FOLLOWING DERBIES ARE OPEN OR COMING SOON:
Cod (6 lbs.) March 15th – May 4th  
Flounder (1.5 lbs.) April 5th  – May 18th
Striped Bass (15 lbs.) May 10th – June 15th
Weakfish (5 lbs.) May 10th – June 22rd 

GOOD & WELFARE
It is with deep regret that I report the passing of our devoted
member Larry Festa .Not only was Larry a past president ,
present board member and fishing info author but a great
friend to all. His contributions to the club are to numerous to
mention but all who new him knows what he meant  to the
club. He will be missed by all. Our hearts and prayers go out
to Trish and the girls. 

We also offer our condolences to Bill Toohey and his family on
the passing of his father . Our prayers and thoughts go out to
them.

CONSERVATION
The fishing regulations of immediate interest are:
Striped Bass: opens April 15th.  We are allowed 1 fish at 28"
and 1 fish over 40" until December 15th.
Flounder: opens April 1st and closes May 30th.  Allowed 2 fish
at 12"
Fluke: We have gone regional so we have 5 fish at 18" from
May 17th through September 21st.
Sea Bass: July 10th through December 31st.  Allowed 8 fish at
13".
Porgies: May 1st through December 31st.  Allowed 30 fish at
10".
Weakfish: opened all year with 1 fish at 16".
Codfish: opened all year with 10
fish at 22"

Dennis Cataldo
Conservation Committee Chair-
man

PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE
Well, it has been a tough winter, but it is
April and Spring has sprung now and we
at the Freeport Tuna Club are going to be
getting ready to start a new fishing
season.

As most of you know, Harry Weinblatt has
once again put together another fantastic
annual offshore cod fishing trip on the
140 foot Viking Starship sailing out of Montauk from May 2nd
to May 4th.  It is not to be missed and a great way to start your
fishing season.

Also, a big thank you to Bill Morrogh for the excellent job he
did at our March GM Awards Night.  He put a lot of thought
and hard work into this night and it made for a very special
evening for many of our FTC members and guests.
Congratulations to all the members that received awards.
Good luck to all for the 2014 fishing season.  Don’t forget to
weigh in your fish; you may be surprised what award or derby
you could win!  You have to weigh it to win it!

Our FTC yard sale is coming up quickly; if anyone would like
to rent a spot, please contact Al Casciano and he will get your
some prime real estate for the event on May 17th.  Remember
the old saying, “one man’s trash is another man’s treasure.”

The Freeport Tuna Club Board of Directors would like to take
this opportunity to inform the FTC membership on the tragic
loss of our long time member, past President, mentor to many,
friend to all, Lawrence “Larry the Legend” Festa who passed
away too soon on March 27th.  Larry will be deeply missed
and please keep his family in your prayers.

This month’s GM will be a memorial on Capt. Larry’s
accomplishments, both personal and fishing related.

Wishing everyone a Happy Passover and Happy Easter!

Chris Scarpantonio

President

PROPERTY
The final payment deadline for summer leases was April 1st,
so please get me you payment ASAP. My contact information
is below if you need to discuss any lease issues. The old club
house gate has been replaced with a new gate with one
having a more durable design. As of this writing the gate is in
manual mode. A new motor assembly is on the way and that
will complete the installation. The property committee has
order several finger docks to be installed at the FTC marina
to increase the number of slips available for vessels with
outboard motors.

Please feel free to contact me with any property issues.

Alan J Evelyn
Property Manager

Work: 646-312-2208
Cell:   917-750-8710
Email: alan.evelyn@baruch.cuny.edu



This Bulletin is Dedicated In Loving Memory Of  

Captain Larry Festa
May your sun always rise from the 

east.....May the wind always 
be on your stern

Freeport Tuna Club
Special Event

2014 Annual Offshore Cod Trip

This year is the 14th year that the Freeport Tuna Club will be run-
ning this springtime fishing extravaganza. The date’s for this
year’s voyage is scheduled for May 2-4 aboard the 140foot Viking
Starship sailing from Montauk, NY. 

The boat will leave Montauk Harbor Friday evening May 2nd at
7:00PM and return Sunday evening May 4th at approx 10:00PM.
The fare for this year’s trip is $ 320.00 and will be limited strictly
to 40 anglers. I will be collecting payment in full at the upcoming
General Meeting on March 13, 2014. Please see me if you are
interested in joining us.

Sincerely,
Captain Harry Weinblatt
F/V Blue Marlin

E-Bulletin
You can go paperless with the bulletin!  Why not give it a try?   If you
later conclude that you would rather receive paper, your decision is
completely reversible. To sign up, email ftc1937@verizon.net and re-
quest to be put on the exclusive e-bulletin list

Membership

The Membership Committee extends its sincere condo-
lences to the Festa family. Captain Larry actively served on
the Committee for several years. His positive influence will
continue to inspire us all and his presence will be missed. 

We have four new members to swear in at the April meet-
ing: Dan Ballestra from Bellmore, Dave Wynn from Brook-
lyn, Ken Bell from Westbury, and Jeff Nier also from
Brooklyn. Dave, Ken and Jeff were members of the
Sheepshead Bay Tuna Club with Peter Monteleone.

Unpaid 2014 dues are now past due. If you received a past
due letter, please send in your dues as soon as you can to
avoid disruption of your club privileges. 

Fluke Calcutta

It is time to get the 2014 Fluke Calcutta underway.  Entry fee
remains $10-- winner take all.  Same rules- you may catch
the fish from any port during the regular NY fluke season.
All fish must be alive and free swimming at the time it is
caught with hook and line. We will start collecting at the
April GM.

And may your tides always
come and go forever. I will miss you.

-Capt. John J. Jutt, Sr., Editor



1314 1ST AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY  10021

212.717.7403

WWW.CIGARINN.COM

THE CIGAR INN

Fishing Report – Spring Kick-
off 
I have been asked to help fill one of the many voids left by the
untimely passing of Capt Larry Festa. Big shoes to fill, but with
the help of the FTC membership, the FTC Fishing Report con-
tinue on.  Rest in piece Capt. Larry, you will be missed …

Winter in review - As we are all well aware we experienced a
harsh winter that came early and has been reluctant to leave.
Late fall blackfishing shut down early as water temps plum-
meted.  With the large schools of sandeels and fine fall bass
jigging we experienced along the beach  came hopes of a great
winter cod run locally. If the cod were here,  nobody knew it.
Very few trips left the dock due to the unrelenting winds and
cold, those who went generally reported hyper cold water
temps down to a chilly 33 degrees, and a complete “shutdown”
of life on the pieces inshore and off.     

Right now, cod fishing remains spotty with some fish reported
in the deepest mudhole wrecks and other wrecks well to the
east, the exclusive domain of the Moriches / Shinnecock fleets
and the 60/70 mile trips by west end party boats.  Very few re-
ports from Montauk this past month as the fleet was hampered
by a combination of bad weather and lackluster fishing. Cur-
rently, water temps are around 40 degrees in the NY Bight
which is still quite cold.  The water will warm up, seabass and
blackfish will move inshore but unfortunately, current NY State
recreational regulations allow for no spring blackfish season
and a seabass opening of July 10th. 

Flounder season opened April 1st and runs through May 30th
, 2 fish at greater than 12”. 
In scanning the reports I have not heard of a single fish caught.
Locally, I did hear a rumor of 2 fish caught, but that was several
weeks ago during a stretch of warm weather (two days in a
row).  Best shot for flounder right now would require the long
run to  Raritan or Jamaica Bay. As the water warms some fish
will show, shouldn’t be long. 

Striped bass season opens on April 15th runs through Decem-
ber 15th,  2 fish per angler at greater than 28”. 

The FTC Spring Cod Derby is on ! (March 15th and runs
through May 4th )  

The Spring Flounder Derby opens April 5th and runs through
May 18th. 

We need as many members as possible to contribute to their
reports so we can all share in your fishing success.  Please
email  your reports to  philton@optonline.net ;  or text/call me
at 516.721.8907

Don’t forget to send pictures and catch details for consideration
by the Bulletin Committee for “Catch of the Month”. 

– Paul Hilton F/V Emily S



Of Merrick

Official Printer for

The Freeport Tuna Club

DISCOUNTS FOR ALL MEMBERS

255 Sunrise Highway, Merrick, N.Y. 11566

Tel 516.546.2312 • Fax 516.623.0870
web: www.mmpmk.com  •  e-mail: Info@mmpmk.com

BLUE MARLIN
BOATS

Used Boats Bought, Sold & Brokered

for current listings log on to 

www.BlUemarlinBoatS.net

4076 merrick road, Seaford, nY 11783

Tel. (516) 679-2121 •  Fax (516) 679-2739

Best Prices, Premium Products, 

Knowledgeable Staff

We have all your boating & fishing needs

VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE:

SouthShoreMarineSupply.com

SOUTH SHORE MARINE SUPPLY
� Bait & Tackle  �

“Your One Stop Source”

4108 Merrick Rd.
Massepequa, NY 11758

516-557-2510
516-557-2512 Fax

500 SOUTH MAIN STREET
FREEPORT, NY 11520
TEL: (516) 546-8880
FAX: (516) 378-1505

AL
GROVER’S

HIGH&DRY
MARINA

500 SOUTH MAIN STREET
FREEPORT, NY 11520
TEL: (516) 546-8880
FAX: (516) 378-1505

AL
GROVER’S

HIGH & DRY
MARINA

SALES OFFICE NEW & PRE-OWNED:
TEL. (516) 771-7020
FAX (516) 771-7348

WWW.ALGROVERSMARINE.COM
WWW.SPELLMANSMARINE.COM

�	
���������������

SALES OFFICE NEW & PRE-OWNED:
TEL. (516) 771-7020
FAX (516) 771-7348

WWW.ALGROVERSMARINE.COM
WWW.SPELLMANSMARINE.COM

BUY • SELL • TRADE



Wasabi Sportfishing 

 
Offering Open Boat & Private Charters 

For Tuna, Shark, Sword, Mahi & 
Anything else that swims on the edge 

 

516-650-1759 
Capt. Chris Gerhart, 50 Ton USCG Master 

PANDAMAN
PaintinG - PaPer HanGinG

SPeCialiSt

Paper Removal / Sheetrock Work • Tape / Spackle
Decorative Moldings Installed
Neat Clean Professional Service

Powerwashing • 30 Years Experience
WE DO IT ALL & MORE!

516.781.4011
BOB PANDY

www.TrophyTackle.com

Long Island’s Most Complete Selection of Inshore, Freshwater
and Surf Fishing Equipment • Custom Built Rods
MIKE NICOLETTI & BOB TURTURELLO

3031 Merrick Road, Wantagh, NY  11793
516.785.3223 • Fax: 516.679.6815
www.causewaybaitandtackle.com

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY 

(718) 850-0700

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY

(718) 850-0700

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

www.TrophyTackle.com

www.TrophyTackle.comwww.TrophyTackle.com

434 Rutgers Road
West Babylon, NY 11704

SeaIsle-Tackle.com
(516) 868-8855

Fax : (516) 546-2983
Sales@SeaIsle-Tackle.com

Complete Selection of Tackle
Complete Line of Custom Rods
Complete Line of Rod Building Supplies
Complete Inhouse Repairs
Complete Selection of Live, Fresh & Frozen Baits
Completely Helpful and Friendly Staff 

The Complete Tackle Shop

FUEL • BAIT • TACKLE 

WOODCLEFT FISHING
STATION

FULL LINE OF FISHING GEAR

447 Woodcleft Avenue Freeport, NY 11520

516 • 378 • 8748

Richie Rosenkranz
FTC MEMBER

SOUTH SHORE 

COMPUTER SERVICES

“Technology, Sales and Staff Augmentation Services”

24/7/365

Ed Faza
516.238.2724

ed@southshorecomputerservices.com



HENRY R. JENET MEATS
WHOLESALE - RETAIL

Poultry, Beef, Lamb, Pork - Fresh Daily

106-57 160th Street
Jamaica, NY  11433

Tel. 718-291-5700 
FREEPORT TUNA CLUB MEMBER

(516) 232-0645
Sailing From Woodcleft Fishing Station

447 Woodcleft Avenue, Freeport, New York

CAPT. FRED BALTUSIS
Freeport, New York

Call To 
Customize 

Your Fishing 
Adventure 35 Ft. Custom Downeaster

FTC MEMBER

FREEPORT BASED

FREE TOWING FOR MEMBERS

CALL ABOUT DISCOUNTED 

FTC MEMBER RATES

516-623-4183

Tel. 516-377-7720
Fax 516-223-9155
el. 516-377-7720TTel. 516-377-7720

Fax 516-223-9155



Post Office Box 5
Freeport, New York 11520

Deliver To:

Freeport
Tuna Club, Inc.

Chartered to Promote
Sport-fishing & Conservation

FTC 2014 Directors

 President                          Chris Scarpantonio
 1st Vice President            Jim Azzi
 2nd Vice President           Ray Geiger
 Secretary                          Capt. William Morrogh
 Treasurer                          John Daum

Board of Directors

 Woody Anderson              
 Jim Azzi                            
Alan Evelyn                      
 Ray Geiger                       
 John Gerrity                      
 Don Granger
Capt. John J. Jutt, Sr.       
 

Special Advisors
Bob Pandy

John Rooney
Bill Toohey

• Beautiful Canal Front Property, large corner lot, water, electricity, concrete 
pilings with active permit for 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 1300 square foot home 
with additional screened balconies. Excellent canal with immediate deep 
water access from channel  to Atlantic or Gulf.  Excellent fishing without any 
fishing pressure. Twenty-two miles from Key West on Cudjoe Key. Greatly 
reduced to $168,000 negotiable.  Contact Dennis Cataldo 516-884-0707.

• For Sale-Fishing tackle, rods, reels, lures, umbrella rigs, spoons, jigs, 
gaffs, plugs, etc. New and Used. Contact Dennis Cataldo at (516) 753-5433
for more information.

• 1997 Grady white 228 seafarer w/ solid transom 225 Yamaha salt water 
water series  fully loaded hardtop head  very low hours  mint in@out 
original owner in water will demo in Freeport $19,000 cell 516 642 5603. Tom. 

• For Sale 25 Foot Luhrs. $4,900, 2000 350 Crusader, Full Canvas Last Year. 
Ask for Ron at Sea Isle or Call home at (516) 796-4107.

CLASSIFIED:
Annual 

Freeport Tuna Club
Yard Sale

*FREE ADMISSION*
Rods to Rowboats, Lures to Lights, Outboards to

Outriggers Set-up time 6:00 am Open to public 8:00 am
Unreserved spaces will be awarded first come - first serve

FREEPORT TUNA CLUB MARINA
275 HUDSON AVE. FREEPORT

The FREEPORT TUNA CLUB would like to
extend an invitation for you to participate in

our annual garage sale to be held at our 
marina located at 275 Hudson Ave. Freeport

Saturday, May 17, 2014
(Rain Date Sunday, May 18th)

ATTENTION HUNTERS!!!
New This Year

Hunter’s Yard Sale
Set up a table and sell your new or used hunting equipment.

Table space is available at $50.00 per 10 ft. spot
“BRING YOUR OWN TABLES PLEASE”

HOT CHOWDER, HOT DOGS, HAMBURGERS AND SODA WILL
BE AVAILABLE, SERVED UP BY OUR BAR-B-QUE STAFF.

For more information call 
Al 516-523-1339 or 
Bob (516) 521-7378

YARD

SALE

VENDORS

WANTED

Attention Hunters!

Joe Steiner
Paul Schuber
Kevin Killelea
Sharon Missan 
Don Morin

Jim Rooney

Mike Sullivan
Chris Squeri


