
TUNA TOWER NEWS
Freeport Tuna Club, Inc.

Here it is March, and everyone’s gearing up for a new season of fishing.   
  
Boats are being unwrapped, waxed, and whatever repairs need to be done. The 
work has started on the club property, we are hoping it will be done by the middle 
of April. We are replacing the walkways and installing new cameras, so please bear 
with us. Unfortunately, there will  be some dumpsters and wood in the way of mov-
ing boats around so patience will be key. 
  
The credit card  machine is up and running.  If you haven’t paid for your dock space 
or your membership dues, you can come down on Thursday nights and we can put 
it into the credit card machine. Just a reminder there is a surcharge of 3% on top of dues or dockage. 
  
Hope to see you all soon. 
  
                              Best regards,  Rick
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 Save The Date 
Thursday, April 8, 2021 
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Nawlins Seafood Company 
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Safe, Healthy 
     & Happy Holidays



FISHING REPORT
 From the North... 
Captain John Jutt with some fine local cod. Caught aboard Paul Hilton’s f/v 
Emily S. They took advantage of some good weather and clear forecast. 
Hop-ping around to some local pieces, they had a decent catch of cod. 

 From the South... 
Captain Jim Krug, along with his sons Jack and Bobby, has had 2 recent trips. 

 One totaling over 40 blackfin tuna (up to 30 lbs.) and tons of bonita. 

Also on a recent trip, Capt. Jim and his son Jack fished with some celebrites 
we all know... TJ, Big Tim & Danny from the “Wicked Tuna” f/v Hot Tuna. 

Also, local party boats out of Captree, Freeport and Point Lookout are doing 
well with local bottom fishing. If your boat’s not yet in the water, you might 
want to hitch a ride. 

Capt. John J. Jutt, Sr.
 

f/v Red Dawn Rising 
f/v Bunker Dunker 

A BLAST FROM THE PAST  
Awards Ceremony Photos from 1953



1ST VP MESSAGE    
It’s official! The 2nd Annual Fluke Shootout Tournament is 
July 10th, 2021. Spread the word to all your friends. Let’s 
get a bigger turn out this year. If you need info please reach 
out to me (516) 987-4850. Don’t forget a portion of this 
event goes to Hooks for Heroes. Hope all are staying safe 
and gearing up for warm weather. Tight lines, Semper Fi -   

Robert Cincotta  F/V The Flounder Flopper

CAPTAINS & ANGLERS 
The committee is looking forward to warmer weather to begin 
our Thursday night BBQs. Captains & Anglers committee is look-
ing for volunteers for the upcoming season.  

Thank you, Jim Rooney 
ENTERTAINMENT 
I hope all are doing well. Our senior members are getting their 
shots and soon the snow-birds will return. As the state relaxes 
restrictions on gatherings we will begin our social calendar. It is 
still a bit unclear what and how to hold meetings in inclement 
weather but the BOD is working on how to best gather, safely. 
We have a few developments: 

• The Property Improvement Committee has provided recom-
mendations for property improvements, some of which are in 
the works. Look for some activity on the property and stay 
tuned for future announcements. Please keep in mind this club 
is run by volunteers so please have patience as we roll out 
these improvements. 

• We are looking to start some seminars. Announcements to follow. 
• Last year we debuted some live music at some of our Thurs-

day Night CA events. That went really well so we are lining 
up some “volunteer” live music. 

I look forward to our next meeting, whenever that shall be. As al-
ways, I am looking for assistance with Entertainment so if you are 
willing to help, please contact me at (516) 443-4680. 
 

         Bruce C. Forster F/V Oh Reely

PROPERTY COMMITTEE  
Ongoing improvements behind the the cook area have been 
made thanks to the hard work of Bob Sabella, Tom Leprine and 
President Rick Totten. Tom has also added much needed work 
lights to the cook station. 
 
The committee would like to remind all boat owners renting slips 
that the second half of summer lease is due April 1st. Please 
send your checks in or pay by credit card (3% surcharge) at the 
club house. All members with boats wintering at the property 
are reminded to follow all the rules listed on the winter lease. 
Use your shrink wrap as a drop cloth while bottom painting. NO 
SHRINK WRAP IS TO BE DISPOSED OF IN THE DUMPSTER 
OR ON THE PROPERTY!!! All members must remove their 
shrink wrap from the property for proper disposal. This is the 
boat owner’s responsibility. 

Thank you,  

Your Property 
Committee

SAVE THE DATE!

GOOD & WELFARE 
Our thoughts and prayers go out to Sil Mazzili and family 
on the recent passing of Willie (Vito) Mazzili, his brother 
and my friend. We are happy to report that Bob Pandy’s 
heart surgery was successful and his recovery is going well. 
Bob was at the last Board Meeting, hard to keep a good 
man down!  

Thank you,  Jeff Squeri



DERBIES, AWARDS & CONTESTS  
Awards Chairman: Ray Geiger | Committee: Bob Benzenberg, Harry Sbaschnig & Bill Morrogh

Welcome all to the season of Spring! We finally have some good news for all. If all goes according to plan, we will be having 
our Annual Awards night at the property on May 13th. We will advise you when we have it locked up, but please put it on 
your social/fishing calendars. 
 
Please note that Bob Benzenberg has decided to step down from the DAC committee. On behalf of our committee, I wish 
to thank Bob Benzenberg for his sage advice and service. He is truly a gentlemen. Thank you sir!! 
 
As a new season is already upon us, we kindly remind you all that the weigh slips you submit have ALL the fields completed.  
Quite a few had no line test, dates and even worse were illegible, so please make an extra effort this season once again. 
The current/accurate NYS DEC marine regulations dated May 8, 2020 are available as a pdf and are located at: 
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/fish_marine_pdf/fishlimitsfish.pdf 
 
FTC current derby dates and the link to our club fishing regulations  
are located at: http://ftcfishing.com/derbies.html 
 
The following derbies are open (or will be soon) and will be awarded  
at our June GM:  CODFISH (6 lb. min.) March 6th - May 2nd 

  BLACKFISH (3 lb min) March 27th - April 25th 
  FLOUNDER (1.5 lb min) April 3rd - May 9th 

 
We will be posting any updates and info in the Fishing Reports section on our website (http://ftcfishing.com) as the season 
moves along. Remember, you must be a registered member of our site in order to view this section.  
We hope to see you all soon and Good Luck To All!!!  

                                                                         Best Fishes,  Ray Geiger  
 
Once we have received the 2021 Fish-at-a-Glance 
cards, we will make them available. For those of you 
who wish to plan ahead, here you go.

FISH (Min. Weight) SPRING DATES FALL DATES 

Cod (6 lbs.)                     Mar. 6 - May 2 Sept. 25 - Dec. 5 

Blackfish (3 lbs.)             Mar. 27 - Apr. 25 Oct. 9 - Nov. 21 

Flounder (1.5 lbs)          Apr. 3 - May 9 ********** 

Seabass (2.5 lbs)            June 19 - Aug. 1 Sept. 5 - Oct. 3 

Striped Bass (15 lbs.)    May 1 - June 6 Oct. 2 - Nov. 21 

Weakfish (5 lbs.)            May 1 - June 13 Aug. 7 - Sept. 19 

Fluke (3.5 lbs.)               May 15 - July 5 Aug. 14 - Sept. 12 

Shark (125 lbs.)              May 15 - July 5     Sept. 11 - Nov. 21 

Bluefish (8 lbs.)              May 15 - July 5 Sept. 11 - Nov. 21 

Tuna (20 lbs.)                 June 19 - Aug. 1 Aug. 7 - Sept. 19 

Mahi (4 lbs.)                   June 19 - Aug. 1 Aug. 14 - Sept. 26 

False Albacore (6 lbs.)       **********                    Aug. 14 - Sept. 26 

Green Bonito (4 lbs.)          **********                    Aug. 14 - Sept. 26



of Merrick
SOUTH SHORE MARINE SUPPLY 

Bait & Tackle 

“Your One Stop Source” 
4108 Merrick Rd. 

Massapequa, NY 11758 
516-557-2510 

516-557-2512 Fax 
Best Prices, Premium Products,  

Knowledgeable Staff 
We have all your boating & fishing needs 

VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE: 
SouthShoreMarineSupply.com

BLUE MARLIN 
BOATS  

Used Boats Bought, Sold & Brokered 
for current listings log on to  

 
WWW.BLUEMARLINBOATS.NET 

4076 Merrick Road, Seaford, NY 11783 

 
Tel: (516) 679-2121 • Fax: (516) 679-2739

Long Island’s Most Complete Selection of Inshore, Freshwater 
and Surf Fishing Equipment • Custom Built Rods 

MIKE NICOLETTI & BOB TURTURELLO 
3031 Merrick Road, Wantagh, NY 11793 

516.785.3223 • Fax: 516.679.6815 
www.causewaybaitandtackle.com

Official Printer for 

The Freeport Tuna Club 
 DISCOUNTS FOR ALL MEMBERS 
255 Sunrise Highway, Merrick, NY 11566 

Tel 516.546.2312 • Fax 516.623.0870 
web: www.mmpmk.com • e-mail: Info@mmpmk.com

Advertisers Needed! 
to help fund this publication   

If you or anyone you know  
who would like to advertise 

please contact John Jutt  
at jjutt@mmpmk.com 
or call 516-546-2312



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MENTION THIS AD FOR A 5% DISCOUNT ON 
ANY SERVICE OVER $1000 (MEMBERS ONLY)

FREEPORT BASED 

 

FREE TOWING FOR MEMBERS 

CALL ABOUT DISCOUNTED  

FTC MEMBER RATES 

516-623-4183

Tel. 516-377-7720
Fax 516-223-9155

Summer Dockage • Winter Storage • Short Hauls

389 South Main St.
Freeport, NY 11520

Tel. 516-377-7720 
Fax. 516-377-7723

Harold A. Bollaci, PC. 
An Elder Law Estate Planning Firm 

 

Harold A. Bollaci 
 

393 Old Country Road. Suite 203 
Carle Place, New York 11514 

Tel (516) 538-9700 | Fax (646) 867-0560 
Harold@BollaciLaw.com

PICTURE IT... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUR AD HERE!

 FTC SUPPORTER



SeaIsle-Tackle.com
(516) 868-8855

Fax : (516) 546-2983
Sales@SeaIsle-Tackle.com

Complete Selection of Tackle
Complete Line of Custom Rods
Complete Line of Rod Building Supplies
Complete Inhouse Repairs
Complete Selection of Live, Fresh & Frozen Baits
Completely Helpful and Friendly Staff 

The Complete Tackle Shop

PANDAMAN 
PAINTING - PAPER HANGING 

SPECIALIST 
Paper Removal/Sheetrock Work • Tape/Spackle 

Decorative Moldings Installed 

Neat, Clean, Professional Service 

Powerwashing • 30 Years Experience 

WE DO IT ALL & MORE! 

516.781.4011 
BOB PANDY

• Custom Hand Tied Rigs 
• Onsite Reel Repair

• All Baits 
• Inshore/Offshore

450 Fire Island Avenue
Babylon, NY 11702

(631) 274-7042

www.TrophyTackle.com

www.Tuna昀shtackle.com

• Custom Hand Tied Rigs 
• Onsite Reel Repair

• All Baits 
• Inshore/Offshore

450 Fire Island Avenue
Babylon, NY 11702

(631) 274-7042

www.TrophyTackle.com

www.Tuna昀shtackle.com

• Custom Hand Tied Rigs 
• Onsite Reel Repair

• All Baits 

www.Tuna昀shtackle.com
• Custom Hand Tied Rigs 

• Onsite Reel Repair
• All Baits 

• Inshore/Offshore

450 Fire Island Avenue

a昀shtackle.com

434 Rutgers Road 
West Babylon, NY 11704 



CLASSIFIEDS 
 
2003 purchased New in 2006 with 9 hrs on engine’s 
twin 350 mpi merc cruisers gas engines. Boat has been 

yard main-
t a i n e d 
only and 
stored in-
doors for 
first 8 yrs 
on Hudson 
River in 
O s s i n i n g 
NY. Holds 
275 gal 
b o a t 
l o a d e d 
very low 
hours 64 
hrs on 
K o e h l e r 
generator 
dual Ray-
marine C-
80s dual 
r a d i o s 

stand up head and shower sleeps 4, too many extras to 
List. Boat in water at Atlantic Yacht Haven. $68,500 firm 
listed at $72,500. Serious inquiries only Bob O’Brien 
FTC member 917-417-7756 flame9545@gmail.com 

SHIP STORE  
Spring is around the corner and Captain & Anglers will 
starting up. 
We are going to be taking orders for embroidered hooded 
jackets, so please come see me at our next C & A. or you 
can call me at 516-987-4227 to discuss getting this custom 
apparel with your name and boat name.  

See you soon. 
Jim Azzi  

  
516-987-4227 or  

email: blackcloud@yahoo.com 

SLIP AVAILABLE  

We have one available slip 
down at the property 

If you are interested please reach out to  
Don Grainger, Bob Sabella or Jim Rooney.

Post Office Box 5 
Freeport, New York 11520

Deliver To:

FREEPORT 
TUNA CLUB, INC. 

Chartered to Promote 
Sport-fishing & Conservation 

 
FTC 2021 DIRECTORS 

President                     Rick Totten 
Vice President            Rob Cincotta 
2nd Vice President     Capt. John J. Jutt, Sr. 
Treasurer                     John Daum  
Secretary                     Sharon Missan  

  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL ADVISORS 
Capt. Adam Bollaci

Anthony Alfieri 
Jim Azzi  
Maryanne Bessler 
Paul Cunningham 
Ken Donowski 
Ed Faza 

Bruce Forster 
Ray Geiger 
Rich Olejnik  
Bob Pandy  
Jim Rooney 
Gene Schettini 




