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President’s Message
Dear Members,

This past President’s weekend the FTC was well
represented at the New York Sportfishing Federation show
at the Recreation Center.  Thanks to Bob Pandy and his
crew the booth looked better than ever. Our newest
membership director, Bob McVey and his crew amassed
over 60 new potential members during the show.  As far as
we know this is a club record.  Outstanding job to all!

The GM this month is our annual awards night and
hopefully many of these folks will be attending to see how
we run our club.  I ask all of you in attendance to please
welcome these new faces when you see them and
introduce yourselves.  It should be a fine evening for all,
so please come on down and enjoy your club.

This past Saturday February 28th was our 2015 Wild
Game Dinner and what a night it was.  We had over 180
paying customers this year to eat, drink, talk, learn and 
by all counts, thoroughly enjoy themselves for many hours.
Thanks go out to Bob Benzenberg and his crew, who
without this event never would have gotten off the ground.
The planning and execution of this dinner are simply
tremendous.   Some of our members put in almost 12
hours from start to finish that day (I can attest to this, I was

one) and many more throughout
the year and deserve your gratitude
for putting in a very exceptional
effort above and beyond.   Among
these members are Don Morin, 
Joe DiSalvo, Jim Azzi, Harry Pour,
Sharon Misson, Harry Sbasching,
Dave Massa, Bob Pandy, Bob
McVey, Bob Sabella, John Daum,
John and John Rooney, Joe
Steiner, Woody Anderson, Paul
Cunningham, John Keoning and of
course our leader Bob Benzenberg.  If I forgot anyone, 
I apologize.  On behalf of our club, I salute you all.

I have already started organizing tackle, sharpening
hooks and tying rigs, so Spring is almost upon us.  Please
make a best effort to attend our awards night GM on March
12th and celebrate our club.  I hope to see you all there.

Best Fishes!

Ray Geiger

President

Start tying rigs and sharpening hooks.

AWARDS NIGHT!The Best Of The Best
NEXT GM

Thursday, March 12, 2015 
at 7:30 pm 

Cure Of Ars Auditorium
Merrick Avenue • Merrick

(Between Sunrise Highway and Merrick Road)
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Sitting here writing this report there is snow in the forecast but

milder temps ahead. We have just endured a savage February

with some of the coldest temps on record and an abundance of

snow too.  The bays and canals took on a good freeze, at one

point I saw a solid 4 inches of ice along the edges of Woodcleft

canal. One of the Town of Hempstead tugs has been making trips 

up and down the canals almost daily keeping the channels clear

and breaking up ice, helping 

to prevent it from clinging to

pilings, docks, boats, etc.  I have

not seen too many casualties of

a result of the winter, although 

a party boat did go down at the

Captree dock. 

Fishing options are severely

limited due to icing and weather.

Nobody sailed for two or three

weeks. This past weekend a

couple of west end party boats fished wrecks in the Mudhole area

with just a fish or two to report for the entire boat.

Not very good. 

The Moriches based King Cod broke some ice and made a 

few very successful COD trips. I believe the areas further east

along the south shore are less affected by freshwater runoff 

and enjoy slightly warmer water temps overall, allowing their

fishery to sustain.  But, you have to be able to get off the dock to

fish. The Montauk fleet has been iced in. 

St. Patrick’s Day is right around the corner and the traditional

start of the winter flounder season. In New York, the season opens

April 1st and runs to May 30th, 2 fish per person. There is talk 

of greatly lengthening the season from March 1st to December

31st  , but as one guy put it, “now you’ll be able to catch none,

almost year round”.  Fishing in the south shore bays is way down,

but some opportunities exist. 

Seabass, fluke, and striped bass regulations are all being

scrutinized. It looks as if  seabass will be more restricted (bad),

fluke status quo (good), striped bass to be determined.  

Captain Joe Masseria has been following the FTC reports from

down in Jupiter Florida and thought it was time to chime in. 

He reports, “the large mouth bass fishing on the property is a

steady alternative when the wind is blowing which is pretty much

always in Florida. Did get out on a recent calm day with my good

friend Conrad and we had a Florida grand slam,1 nice blue marlin, 

1 sail, a couple of mahi, and some king fish. Trip to the keys with

my son Keith for back

country action was awesome. 

Non stop redfish all day with

some shots at snook and

tarpon. No wind flat calm

day.“  Pictured is Joe with 

a 15 lb. Red caught on 

10 lb. mono. Well, that beats

our non-existent local action

and horrendous weather, no

doubt. Thanks for the reports Captain Joe.  

Better weather is coming and the 2015 season will unfold.  

i encourage all FTC members to please bombard me with

reports and pictures to share with our membership. Thanks

to all who contributed last year, it makes writing the Tuna

Tower News report far more enjoyable. 

Please email your reports to  philton@optonline.net; or text/call

me at 516-721-8907. 

Don’t forget to send pictures and catch details for consideration

by the Bulletin Committee for “Catch of the Month”. 

~ Sincerely, 

Paul Hilton F/V Emily S

Catch Of The Month
Islamorada Tropical Mix

Our Catch of the Month goes to Nick “Dolce Vita” Nero who
took some time off heading south to sunny Islamorada, Florida
to warm up and do some fishing.  

Fishing on the charter boat “Fish On”, Nick hauled in some
nice Mahi and a variety bottom dwellers including Mangrove and
Mutton Snapper, Filefish and Triggerfish.   

Congrats of the Catch of the Month!
Send in those pictures!

For bragging rights, please email me at philton@optonline.net
or text me at 516-721-8907 to be considered for “Catch of the
Month” by the bulletin committee.  

Include pictures and some catch details. Thanks to all who
submitted entries this Month, and please keep them coming.   

~ Paul Hilton / Emily S
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BLUE MARLIN
BOATS

Used Boats Bought, Sold & Brokered
for current listings log on to 

WWW.BLUEMARLINBOATS.NET
4076 Merrick Road, Seaford, NY 11783

Tel. (516) 679-2121 •  Fax (516) 679-2739

Best Prices, Premium Products, 

Knowledgeable Staff

We have all your boating & fishing needs

VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE:

SouthShoreMarineSupply.com

SOUTH SHORE MARINE SUPPLY
� Bait & Tackle  �

“Your One Stop Source”

4108 Merrick Rd.
Massepequa, NY 11758

516-557-2510
516-557-2512 Fax

500 SOUTH MAIN STREET
FREEPORT, NY 11520
TEL: (516) 546-8880
FAX: (516) 378-1505

AL
GROVER’S

HIGH&DRY
MARINA

500 SOUTH MAIN STREET
FREEPORT, NY 11520
TEL: (516) 546-8880
FAX: (516) 378-1505

AL
GROVER’S

HIGH & DRY
MARINA

SALES OFFICE NEW & PRE-OWNED:
TEL. (516) 771-7020
FAX (516) 771-7348

WWW.ALGROVERSMARINE.COM
WWW.SPELLMANSMARINE.COM

�	
���������������

SALES OFFICE NEW & PRE-OWNED:
TEL. (516) 771-7020
FAX (516) 771-7348

WWW.ALGROVERSMARINE.COM
WWW.SPELLMANSMARINE.COM

BUY • SELL • TRADE



FUEL • BAIT • TACKLE 

WOODCLEFT FISHING
STATION

FULL LINE OF FISHING GEAR

447 Woodcleft Avenue Freeport, NY 11520

516 • 378 • 8748

Richie Rosenkranz
FTC MEMBER

Wasabi Sportfishing 

 
Offering Open Boat & Private Charters 

For Tuna, Shark, Sword, Mahi & 
Anything else that swims on the edge 

 

516-650-1759 
Capt. Chris Gerhart, 50 Ton USCG Master 

PANDAMAN

PAINTING - PAPER HANGING
SPECIALIST

Paper Removal / Sheetrock Work • Tape / Spackle
Decorative Moldings Installed
Neat Clean Professional Service

Powerwashing • 30 Years Experience
WE DO IT ALL & MORE!

516.781.4011
BOB PANDY

www.TrophyTackle.com

Long Island’s Most Complete Selection of Inshore, Freshwater

and Surf Fishing Equipment • Custom Built Rods

MIKE NICOLETTI & BOB TURTURELLO
3031 Merrick Road, Wantagh, NY  11793

516.785.3223 • Fax: 516.679.6815
www.causewaybaitandtackle.com

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY 

(718) 850-0700

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY

(718) 850-0700

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

www.TrophyTackle.com

www.TrophyTackle.comwww.TrophyTackle.com

434 Rutgers Road
West Babylon, NY 11704

SeaIsle-Tackle.com
(516) 868-8855

Fax : (516) 546-2983
Sales@SeaIsle-Tackle.com

Complete Selection of Tackle
Complete Line of Custom Rods
Complete Line of Rod Building Supplies
Complete Inhouse Repairs
Complete Selection of Live, Fresh & Frozen Baits
Completely Helpful and Friendly Staff 

The Complete Tackle Shop

SOUTH SHORE 

COMPUTER SERVICES

“Technology, Sales and Staff Augmentation Services”

24/7/365

Ed Faza
516.238.2724

ed@southshorecomputerservices.com



Annual 
Salmon Trip

I hope everyone can make it to the March GM Annual

Awards Night! A big turnout always helps so come on

down and support the winners of our 2014 Annual

Awards!

We start off 2015 with Cod and Winter Flounder.

These are 2 great derbies to target and pick up a derby

or annual award.

THe FoLLoWING DeRbIeS
ARe STARTING THIS MoNTH:

Cod • (6 lb. min)
March 14th - May 10th 

Winter Flounder • (1.5 lb. min)
April 4th - May 17th

The complete Derby calendar for 2015 is on our

website NOW and our AT A GLANCE cards are at 

the printer! It’s time to start planning your season.

House & Raffles
Big increase in 

raffle prizes for March,
April & May We need 

your attendance.

FISH SPRING DATES: FALL DATES:

Cod (6 lbs.) March 14th – May 10th October 3rd  – December 13th 

Blackfish (3 lbs.) ********** October 17th – November 29th 

Flounder (1.5 lbs) April 4th – May 17th **********

Seabass (2.5 lbs) July 15th – August 16th September 5th – October 12th 

Striped Bass (15 lbs.) May 9th – June 14th October 10th – November 29th 

Weakfish (5 lbs.) May 9th – June 21st August 15th  – September 27th 

Fluke (3.5 lbs.) May 23rd – July 5th August 22nd  –  September 20th 

Shark (125 lbs.) May 23rd  – July 5th September 19th – November 29th 

Bluefish (8 lbs.) May 23rd  – July 5th September 19th – November 29th 

Tuna (20 lbs.) June 27th – August 9th August 15th – September 27th 

Mahi (4 lbs.) June 27th – August 9th August 22nd – October 4th 

False Albacore (6 lbs.) ********** August 22nd – October 4th 

Green Bonito (4 lbs.) *********** August 22nd – October 4th  

Lake Ontario,
Rochester, 
New York

July 25th & 26th 

DERBY DATES 2015

Contact Woody 516-236-1549
for further details at the 

GM & posted in the FTC Bulletin

MARCH 2015 
DERBY AWARDS 

& CONTEST REPORT
Awards Chairman: Captain Bill Morrogh

Committee Team: Captain Bill Toohey,
Captain Michael Zullo



Ship Store

See us at the next GM 
Special New Year 

Pricing!

Property 
Manager’s Report

The summer lease agreements for 2015 have been mailed 
and members are sending in their deposits. I have not heard 
from everyone so please let me know if you are not renewing 
your lease. Two boats are not returning and are being 
replaced by two others. At this point we still have one slip open!

The new “Quickbooks” accounting system seems to be working
well. Please feel free to contact me about your thoughts and 
opinions about the property.

Note my new email address and work phone number. Capt. 
Alan Evelyn, Cell: 917-750-8710, Work: 516-299-2523, Email:
capt.al@fishtaxiny.com.

Conservation
After many years of service to the club as the Chairman of 

the Conservation Committee Dennis Cataldo has stepped down.
Dennis spent countless hours following the ever-changing rules
and regulations we are subject to, and even more time advocating

for the recreational angler. Our thanks go out to Dennis for all he
has done for our club and our sport.

As of today, according to the NYS Department of Environmental
Conservation, it looks like the 2015 fluke season will be 5 fish at 18
inches, with a season from May 17 to September 21.

And don’t forget to re-register for the recreational marine fishing
registry. The registration lasts one year from the date of registration,
so if you registered last spring you have to re-up this year. If 
there is any chance you might be traveling west you need to be 
registered in New Jersey also, as the garden state does not 
accept the NY registration. There is a link on the club website for
both the New York and New Jersey registrations.

Good & Welfare 
Our condolences go out to Mike Sullivan and family on the loss 

of his sister, our prayers and thoughts go out to him.  Also Jim Krugs
dad Ed has some health issues . Remember him in your thoughts.
~ Jeff

1314 1ST AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY  10021

212.717.7403

WWW.CIGARINN.COM

THE CIGAR INN

PAuL SCHubeR HAS NoTHING 
To RePoRT oTHeR THAN ITS CoLD ouT!



FREEPORT BASED

FREE TOWING FOR MEMBERS

CALL ABOUT DISCOUNTED 

FTC MEMBER RATES

516-623-4183

Tel. 516-377-7720
Fax 516-223-9155
el. 516-377-7720TTel. 516-377-7720

Fax 516-223-9155

ADVERTISING:

Advertisers are needed to 
help fund this publication. 

If you or anyone you know who like 
to advertise please contact John Jutt 

at jjutt@mmpmk.com 
or call 

516-546-2312



Post Office Box 5
Freeport, New York 11520

Deliver To:

• Beautiful Canal Front Property, large corner lot, water,
electricity, concrete pilings with active permit for 3 
bedroom, 2 bath, 1300 square foot home with additional
screened balconies. Excellent canal with immediate
deep water access from channel  to Atlantic or Gulf.  
Excellent fishing without any fishing pressure. Twenty-
two miles from Key West on Cudjoe Key. Greatly
reduced to $168,000 negotiable. Contact Dennis Cataldo
516-884-0707.

• Dock Space, Floating Dock. Good for 23’-24’. Boat off 
Hudson Canal.  Call Sy Karp @ 516-632-9770.

• Availabe: up to 12 cement blocks. You pick the number 
you need, they are yours, no charge Dr. John Weber  
516-551-8337.

• For Sale - Down Rigger Model #600, $85.00. Down Rigger
Model #620,$100.00 (No Ball or Mounting Brackets), 
Captain’s Winch, $100.00.  CALL DON at 516-567-4385.

• For sale 1998 Yukon 2 door SLT. leather seats & fully
loaded call Joe Steiner 516-728-4267.

CLASSIFIED:

To place an ad in our classified 
Contact Capt. John Jutt  (516) 546-2312  
or E-mail to:   JJutt@mmpmk.com

Freeport
Tuna Club, Inc. Chartered to Promote

Sport-fishing & Conservation

FTC 2015 Directors

 President                          Ray Geiger
 1st Vice President            John Rooney
 2nd Vice President           Kevin Killelea
 Treasurer                          John Daum
 Secretary                          Capt. William Morrogh

Board of Directors

 

Special Advisors
Bob Pandy 

Chris Scarpantonio

Capt. Bill Toohey 

Bob McVey
Sharon Missan
Don Morin
Jim Rooney
Bob Sabella
Paul Schuber
Joe Steiner

Woody Anderson
Jim Azzi
Alan Evelyn
John Gerrity
Don Granger
Capt. John J. Jutt Sr.
Kevin Killelea

YARD

SALE

VENDORS

WANTED

Attention Hunters!
Annual 

Freeport Tuna Club
Yard Sale

*FREE ADMISSION*
Rods to Rowboats, Lures to Lights, Outboards to

Outriggers Set-up time 6:00 am Open to public 8:00 am
Unreserved spaces will be awarded first come - first serve

FREEPORT TUNA CLUB MARINA
275 HUDSON AVE. FREEPORT

The FREEPORT TUNA CLUB would like to
extend an invitation for you to participate in

our annual garage sale to be held at our 
marina located at 275 Hudson Ave. Freeport 11520

Saturday, May 30, 2015
(Rain Date Sunday, May 31st)

ATTENTION HUNTERS!!!
New This Year
Hunter’s Yard Sale

Set up a table and sell your new or used hunting equipment.

Table space is available at $50.00 per 10 ft. spot
“BRING YOUR OWN TABLES PLEASE”

HOT CHOWDER, HOT DOGS, HAMBURGERS AND SODA WILL
BE AVAILABLE, SERVED UP BY OUR BAR-B-QUE STAFF.

For more information call 
Kevin Killelea 516-725-8907 or 

Bob Pandy 516-376-3671


