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President’s Message
With Spring right around the corner, a few of our FTC

members are trying to keep cabin fever to a minimum by

keeping the Freeport Tuna Club name alive during the long

winter months.

Bob Pandy and his crew of dedicated members did a great

job in both rebuilding and manning our Freeport Tuna Club

booth at the New York State Sport Fishing Federation Show

at the Freeport Recreation Center.  A big thank you to all the

members who volunteered their time to speak to prospective

members about our club.  Our very own Capt. Chris (Wasabi)

Gerhart had a Tuna Seminar at the show on Sunday that was

very informative to all that attended.  A big thanks goes out

to Wasabi for conducting the seminar.

We also had the Freeport Tuna Club Wild Game Dinner

hosted by Bob Benzenberg, Joe Disalvo and Ray Geiger.

This event has become one of the highlights of the year and

it comes as no surprise that it is sold out once again.  Bear,

venison and pheasant were among the delicious items that

were on the menu.  Everyone left with a full belly. There was

a lot of time involved putting this together and a lot of people

that donated both their hunting catches and/or time to put

this awesome event together. Thanks to all involved.

Capt. Harry Weinblatt has also been

working hard to get our Annual FTC

Cod Trip together.  The trip has been

scheduled for May 2nd through May

4th.  For more information contact

Capt. Harry as this event always

sells out in record time.

This month’s GM is all about

rewarding the best of the best…it’s

our Annual Awards Night. Bill

Morrogh has a lot of well-deserved

awards that will be handed out for last year’s top honors.  I

hope to see all our members at the GM to support fellow

members during this festive meeting.  Congratulations to all

the award winners!

Some dates to remember: Yard Sale (May 17), Rodeo (July

11-13), Salmon Trip (July 26 & 27), and Luau (August 14).

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

Chris Scarpantonio

President

AWARDS NIGHT!The Best Of The Best
NEXT GM

Thursday, March 13, 2014 at 7:30pm
Cure Of Ars Auditorium

Merrick Avenue • Merrick
(Between Sunrise Highway and Merrick Road)

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!



FISHING REPORT
I want to wish Larry a speedy recovery on his
surgery and will try my best to meet the high bar he
has set for this month’s report!

The word of the month is COLD juxtaposed to some of our FTC
members have been on a HOT bite to the way south.

To start with the HOT – 

Mike Wagner on his Islamorada Girl beat up Wahoo to 40 pounds
in Islamorada with FTC crew members Joe Fanora and Mike
Zullo.  

For the rest of us Long Island snow bound members there is not
a lot to report.  Jimmy Krug fished ocean waters in the mid 30’s
both East and West with no reward for his efforts.  Earlier in the
season there was a good bite of Cod in both areas that turned
off as the waters cooled.

I personally do not recollect Winter water temps this cold and am
taking the time to prep for the upcoming season.  

I think it is safe to say that we should expect a late start.  Jimmy
Krug advised that the Cod bite may start to show signs of life both
locally and in Montauk as temps rise above the 40 degree mark.
Also look for the Fluke to show in bays close to on time with the
Ocean bite most likely late.

I have been trying to figure out the impact of the weather on the
Bass.  The Spring bite has been changing over the past 2 years
and the bunker bite has been on the decline.  The main body of
fish has moved through our waters much earlier as they have
been chasing the Sand Eels.  I believe that the large migrating
fish are already out of the area before the bunker really settled
in.  The question for this year – will the cold weather hold the bass
down south long enough so they can setup on the bunker.  Follow
the Jersey reports for early indications!

There is some concern in my circle on the Bass biomass being
on the decline.  Our unscientific opinion is that we have all been
catching less fish.  We experienced a phenomenal bite in the Fall
off Fire Island but looking at the bigger picture there may have
been a strong underlying message.  There was no known bite
going on anywhere else but on that body of sand eels.  It was like
every fish on the coast followed that school of bait from Montauk
to Fire Island and then south offshore.   The bite may have been
great but there were not nearly enough fish anywhere else.  I will
be adjusting my harvest rate appropriately to respect this great
fishery.

I’m going to leave the offshore and bottom fishing advice to Larry
for next month!

I do expect the action both inshore and offshore to get going at
the same time making for a mad dash to get in on the action.  We
should plan on being prepped so we can capitalize on the best
available options.

I suggest spending the down time setting goals, addressing boat
safety, boat maintenance/upgrades, prepping gear and making
rigs.  My goal is to be locked and loaded and ready to roll with
my family crew when it is go time!

Have a great month and see you at Awards Night!

A special thanks to gm doug toback for stepping in to cover this

report while larry is in recovery.  

thanks doug, from the editorial staff

MARCH 2014 DERBY, AWARDS
& CONTESTS REPORT 

Awards Chairman: Captain Bill Morrogh
Committee Team: Captain Larry Festa, Captain

Michael Zullo

I hope to see everyone at the March GM Annual
Awards Night!  A big turnout always helps so come
on down and support the winners of our 2013 An-
nual Awards! We’ll also be recognizing a new club
record, Joe Mangiapanello’s 7.5lb American Eel
taken on Bryon King’s “Kingfisher”.

We start off 2014 with Cod and Winter Flounder.
These are 2 great derbies to target to pick up a
derby or annual award.

THE FOLLOWING DERBIES ARE STARTING THIS
MONTH:
Cod (6 lb. min)                          March15th - May 4th 
Winter Flounder (1.5 lb. min)      April 5th - May 18th

The complete Derby calendar for 2014 will be avail-
able on our website shortly.

Membership

We have three new members to swear in at the March meet-
ing: Ed McDonnell from Wantagh and Don Neubauer from
Baldwin, both of whom joined at the Freeport Sport fishing
Federation Show and Chris Vosilla from Freeport, a neighbor
of former President Jim Rooney.

In addition, the club has invited a number of individuals that
expressed interest in learning more about the club to attend
the March 13th’ GM meeting. We look forward to answering
their questions and encourage all members to make them feel
welcome. 

Congratulations to all who worked the Freeport Show. You did
an outstanding job representing the Club. 

E-Bulletin

If you are thinking that you would like go paperless, the club is
once again offering that as an option. To sign up, email
ftc1937@verizon.net and request to be put on the exclusive e-
bulletin list.  If later you conclude that you would rather receive
paper, your decision is completely reversible. So why not give
it a try?



CATCH OF THE MONTH WAHOO!
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Many of our FTC members head south for the win-
ter and with the weather we’ve experienced up
north who came blame them ? 

Islamorada is a popular destination and at least one
of our members is fortunate enough to have a boat
stationed there, such as Mike Wagner and his
downeaster Islamorada Girl.  

Catch of the Month – Wahoo !    
   
Many of our FTC members head south for the winter and with the weather we’ve experienced 
up north who came blame them ?  
 
Islamorada is a popular destination and at least one 
of our members is fortunate enough to have a boat 
stationed there, such as Mike Wagner and his 
downeaster Islamorada Girl.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
With a crew of fellow FTC member Mike Zullo and Joe Fanora onboard extremely clear water 
was present which made Yellowtail Snapper fishing poor. They decided to switch to trolling 
with some new  lures Mike wanted to try out and landed  three wahoo, including Mike’s nice 
40lb  specimen.  Congrats on the Catch of the Month !  
 
Send in those pictures !  
 
For bragging rights,  please email me at philton@optonline.net  or text me at  
516 721 8907 to be considered  for “Catch of the Month” by the bulletin committee.   
 
Include a picture and some catch details.  Thanks to all who submitted entries this Month and 
please keep them coming.    
 
– Paul Hilton / Emily S 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Capt Mike, Joe, and Mike on the Islamorada Girl  

With a crew of fellow FTC mem-
ber Mike Zullo and Joe Fanora
onboard extremely clear water
was present which made Yel-
lowtail Snapper fishing poor.
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landed  three wahoo, including
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For bragging rights,  please
email me at philton@opton-
line.net  or text me at 
516 721 8907 to be considered  for “Catch of the Month” by
the bulletin committee.  

Include a picture and some catch details.  Thanks to all who
submitted entries this Month and please keep them coming.   

– Paul Hilton / Emily S
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Mike Wagner with a 40 lb Wahoo 

Freeport Tuna Club
Special Event

2014 Annual Offshore Cod Trip

This year is the 14th year that the Freeport Tuna Club will be run-

ning this springtime fishing extravaganza. The date’s for this

year’s voyage is scheduled for May 2-4 aboard the 140foot Viking

Starship sailing from Montauk, NY. We have traditionally fished

for cod, haddock, and other mixed species off the coast of Mas-

sachusetts at the Stellwagon Bank. 

If you have made this trip before you certainly know how much

fun we have. This is a yearly event that most everyone looks for-

ward to. If you have not made this trip before I invite you to join

us for a weekend of club camaraderie and I promise that you will

have a great time.

The boat will leave Montauk Harbor Friday evening May 2nd at

7:00PM and return Sunday evening May 4th at approx 10:00PM.

The fare for this year’s trip is $ 320.00 and will be limited strictly

to 40 anglers. I will be collecting payment in full at the upcoming

General Meeting on March 13, 2014. Please see me if you are

interested in joining us.

Sincerely,

Captain Harry Weinblatt

F/V Blue Marlin



31st Annual Sportfishing 
Federation Show

On February 14th, 15th, and 16th we had our booth at the Freeport 

Recreation Center for the Sportfishing Federation Show. A few weeks prior

to the show I got together with Bob McVey and we got the picture boards

out of the shed and into the Clubhouse. We refaced the boards with new

4x8 Homasote so the pictures can be stapled on. The following week Kenny

Kapner and I put all the pictures on the boards. The next week was the

show. On Thursday the day before the show we had a snow storm and on

Friday, thanks to Chris Squeri for plowing the snow at the property I met

with Kenny Kapner, Chris Bellinzoni and Kevin Killela and we loaded the

van up with the picture boards and headed to the Rec. Center. We put the

booth together and it really looked great! Then Peter Monteleone and Mitch

Vidur came to the booth to help out. It was a slow day because of all the

snow.

On Saturday morning when I got to the booth Peter Monteleone and Rick

Totten were busy talking to prospective members. Rick picked up Dunkin

Donuts and coffee for everyone at the booth. At 12:00 P.M. we were joined

by Kenny Kapner, Jim Azzi and Woody Anderson. They were the next crew

to work the booth. The attendance was a bit light because of the snow.

On Sunday the show was very busy lots of people. At 9:00 A.M. working

the both were Peter Monteleone, Gene Schettini, Sy Karp and Sharon Mis-

san. At 12:00 Noon Alan Evelyn, Billy Hines, Mike Sullivan and Kevin Killela

helped to run the both. Bob McVey donated 2 Fishing Rods and Reels to

be raffled off at the March 13th G.M. for the prospective members that

signed in at the Sportfishing Show. Peter Monteleone really worked the

booth hard all weekend and was able to get most of the names.

Two people paid for a membership at the booth, along with 20 more names

that hopefully will come to our G.M. on March 13th. 

I think the show was a great success and I want to thank everyone that

helped out.

Bob Pandy

GOOD AND WELFARE 
A speedy recovery goes to “Larry the Legend” Larry had a hip replacement

and should be up and dancing soon.

Our Condolences goes to Bill Morrogh and his family on the recent death

of his father.

1314 1ST AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY  10021

212.717.7403

WWW.CIGARINN.COM

THE CIGAR INN



Wasabi Sportfishing 

 
Offering Open Boat & Private Charters 

For Tuna, Shark, Sword, Mahi & 
Anything else that swims on the edge 

 

516-650-1759 
Capt. Chris Gerhart, 50 Ton USCG Master 

PANDAMAN
PaintinG - PaPer HanGinG

SPeCialiSt

Paper Removal / Sheetrock Work • Tape / Spackle
Decorative Moldings Installed
Neat Clean Professional Service

Powerwashing • 30 Years Experience
WE DO IT ALL & MORE!

516.781.4011
BOB PANDY

www.TrophyTackle.com

Long Island’s Most Complete Selection of Inshore, Freshwater
and Surf Fishing Equipment • Custom Built Rods
MIKE NICOLETTI & BOB TURTURELLO

3031 Merrick Road, Wantagh, NY  11793
516.785.3223 • Fax: 516.679.6815
www.causewaybaitandtackle.com

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY 

(718) 850-0700

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY

(718) 850-0700

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

www.TrophyTackle.com

www.TrophyTackle.comwww.TrophyTackle.com

434 Rutgers Road
West Babylon, NY 11704

SeaIsle-Tackle.com
(516) 868-8855

Fax : (516) 546-2983
Sales@SeaIsle-Tackle.com

Complete Selection of Tackle
Complete Line of Custom Rods
Complete Line of Rod Building Supplies
Complete Inhouse Repairs
Complete Selection of Live, Fresh & Frozen Baits
Completely Helpful and Friendly Staff 

The Complete Tackle Shop

FUEL • BAIT • TACKLE 

WOODCLEFT FISHING
STATION

FULL LINE OF FISHING GEAR

447 Woodcleft Avenue Freeport, NY 11520

516 • 378 • 8748

Richie Rosenkranz
FTC MEMBER

SOUTH SHORE 

COMPUTER SERVICES

“Technology, Sales and Staff Augmentation Services”

24/7/365

Ed Faza
516.238.2724

ed@southshorecomputerservices.com



Of Merrick

Official Printer for

The Freeport Tuna Club

DISCOUNTS FOR ALL MEMBERS

255 Sunrise Highway, Merrick, N.Y. 11566

Tel 516.546.2312 • Fax 516.623.0870
web: www.mmpmk.com  •  e-mail: Info@mmpmk.com

BLUE MARLIN
BOATS

Used Boats Bought, Sold & Brokered

for current listings log on to 

www.BlUemarlinBoatS.net

4076 merrick road, Seaford, nY 11783

Tel. (516) 679-2121 •  Fax (516) 679-2739

Best Prices, Premium Products, 

Knowledgeable Staff

We have all your boating & fishing needs

VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE:

SouthShoreMarineSupply.com

SOUTH SHORE MARINE SUPPLY
� Bait & Tackle  �

“Your One Stop Source”

4108 Merrick Rd.
Massepequa, NY 11758

516-557-2510
516-557-2512 Fax

500 SOUTH MAIN STREET
FREEPORT, NY 11520
TEL: (516) 546-8880
FAX: (516) 378-1505

AL
GROVER’S

HIGH&DRY
MARINA

500 SOUTH MAIN STREET
FREEPORT, NY 11520
TEL: (516) 546-8880
FAX: (516) 378-1505

AL
GROVER’S

HIGH & DRY
MARINA

SALES OFFICE NEW & PRE-OWNED:
TEL. (516) 771-7020
FAX (516) 771-7348

WWW.ALGROVERSMARINE.COM
WWW.SPELLMANSMARINE.COM

�	
���������������

SALES OFFICE NEW & PRE-OWNED:
TEL. (516) 771-7020
FAX (516) 771-7348

WWW.ALGROVERSMARINE.COM
WWW.SPELLMANSMARINE.COM

BUY • SELL • TRADE



HENRY R. JENET MEATS
WHOLESALE - RETAIL

Poultry, Beef, Lamb, Pork - Fresh Daily

106-57 160th Street
Jamaica, NY  11433

Tel. 718-291-5700 
FREEPORT TUNA CLUB MEMBER

(516) 232-0645
Sailing From Woodcleft Fishing Station

447 Woodcleft Avenue, Freeport, New York

CAPT. FRED BALTUSIS
Freeport, New York

Call To 
Customize 

Your Fishing 
Adventure 35 Ft. Custom Downeaster

FTC MEMBER

FREEPORT BASED

FREE TOWING FOR MEMBERS

CALL ABOUT DISCOUNTED 

FTC MEMBER RATES

516-623-4183

Tel. 516-377-7720
Fax 516-223-9155
el. 516-377-7720TTel. 516-377-7720

Fax 516-223-9155



Post Office Box 5
Freeport, New York 11520

Deliver To:

Freeport
Tuna Club, Inc.

Chartered to Promote
Sport-fishing & Conservation

FTC 2014 Directors

 President                          Chris Scarpantonio
 1st Vice President            Jim Azzi
 2nd Vice President           Ray Geiger
 Secretary                          Capt. William Morrogh
 Treasurer                          John Daum

Board of Directors

 Woody Anderson              Jim Rooney
 Jim Azzi                            Paul Schuber
Alan Evelyn                      Joe Steiner
 Ray Geiger                       Mike Sullivan
 John Gerrity                      Chris Squeri
 Don Granger                    Capt. John J. Jutt, Sr.
 Don Morin                         

Special Advisors
Bob Pandy

John Rooney
Bill Toohey

• Beautiful Canal Front Property, large corner lot, water, electricity, concrete 
pilings with active permit for 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 1300 square foot home 
with additional screened balconies. Excellent canal with immediate deep 
water access from channel  to Atlantic or Gulf.  Excellent fishing without any 
fishing pressure. Twenty-two miles from Key West on Cudjoe Key. Greatly 
reduced to $168,000 negotiable.  Contact Dennis Cataldo 516-884-0707.

• For Sale-Fishing tackle, rods, reels, lures, umbrella rigs, spoons, jigs, 
gaffs, plugs, etc. New and Used. Contact Dennis Cataldo at (516) 753-5433
for more information.

• 1997 Grady white 228 seafarer w/ solid transom 225 Yamaha salt water 
water series  fully loaded hardtop head  very low hours  mint in@out 
original owner in water will demo in Freeport $19,000 cell 516 642 5603. Tom. 

• For Sale 25 Foot Luhrs. $4,900, 2000 350 Crusader, Full Canvas Last Year. 
Ask for Ron at Sea Isle or Call home at (516) 796-4107.

• 2004 Keywest Center Console Sportsman 18.6 for sale!!! 115 Suzuki Four
Stroke with HRS!!! VERY CLEAN - live well, saltwater washdown, Bimini
Top, Garmin GPS, VHF, and seat coushins....Sips fuel!!!! $13,300.00
TRAILER INCLUDED! 516-876-0300

CLASSIFIED:
Annual 

Freeport Tuna Club
Yard Sale

*FREE ADMISSION*
Rods to Rowboats, Lures to Lights, Outboards to

Outriggers Set-up time 6:00 am Open to public 8:00 am
Unreserved spaces will be awarded first come - first serve

FREEPORT TUNA CLUB MARINA
275 HUDSON AVE. FREEPORT

The FREEPORT TUNA CLUB would like to
extend an invitation for you to participate in

our annual garage sale to be held at our 
marina located at 275 Hudson Ave. Freeport

Saturday, May 17, 2014
(Rain Date Sunday, May 18th)

ATTENTION HUNTERS!!!
New This Year

Hunter’s Yard Sale
Set up a table and sell your new or used hunting equipment.

Table space is available at $50.00 per 10 ft. spot
“BRING YOUR OWN TABLES PLEASE”

HOT CHOWDER, HOT DOGS, HAMBURGERS AND SODA WILL
BE AVAILABLE, SERVED UP BY OUR BAR-B-QUE STAFF.

For more information call 
Al 516-523-1339 or 
Bob (516) 521-7378

YARD

SALE

VENDORS

WANTED

Attention Hunters!


