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1st Vice President..............................Bob Pandy

2nd  Vice President....................Harry Weinblatt

Secretary.........................Capt. William Morrogh
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Board of Directors

Chris BellinzoniWoody Anderson
John DaumRobert Dimino
Don GrangerJohn Gerrity
Bob PandyCapt. John J. Jutt, Sr.
Paul SchuberCapt. Chris Squeri
Capt. Harry WeinblattTim Sherman
Joe Steiner

Special Advisors
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• Boat Slip for Rent. Water@electric in Freeport.  
Four�Miles�from�the�inlet, Call Sy Karp (516) 632-9770.

• Unlimited Tuna Rod See Isle, Curved Butt Never Used.  
Inlimited. Call Sy Karp at (516) 632-9770.

• For Sale-Fishing tackle, rods, reels, lures, umbrella
rigs, spoons, jigs, gaffs, plugs, etc. New and Used.
Contact Dennis Cataldo at  (516) 753-5433 for 
more information.

• A "Cardiac Science Automated Defibrillator" needs a new
battery.  Call Ronnie (561) 434-7755, Cell is 
(561) 523-3330. BEST�OFFER

• For Sale Pair of Mercury 175hp Optimaxs with rigging, 
2 oil tanks, dts gauges, ss props cables, 25" shafts. 
Contact Ken Ken Kapner at (516) 390-6958.

• Aruba-Paradise Beach, 2 Br., Ocean View, 3 Pools, 
Sell or Rent, Week 10 March, Call Tom S. (516) 221-1821

To place an ad in our classified 
Contact Capt. John Jutt  (516) 546-2312  

or E-mail to:   JJutt@mmpmk.com

CLASSIFIED:

Post Office Box 5
Freeport, New York 11520

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

Deliver To:

Annual 
Freeport Tuna Club

Yard Sale
*FREE ADMISSION*

Rods to Rowboats, Lures to Lights, Outboards to
Outriggers Set-up time 6:00 am Open to public 8:00 am
Unreserved spaces will be awared first come - first serve

FREEPORT TUNA CLUB MARINA

275 HUDSON AVE. FREEPORT
The FREEPORT TUNA CLUB would like to
extend an invitation for you to participate in

our annual garage sale to be held at our 
marina located at 275 Hudson Ave. Freeport

Saturday, May 19, 2012 
(Rain Date Sunday, May 20th)

Table space is available at $50.00 per 10 ft. spot
“BRING YOUR OWN TABLES PLEASE”

HOT CHOWDER, HOT DOGS, HAMBURGERS AND SODA WILL
BE AVAILABLE, SERVED UP BY OUR BAR-B-QUE STAFF.

For more information call 
Al Casciano 516-523-1339

YARD

SALE
VENDORS
WANTED

YARD

SALE

VENDORS

WANTED
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VOLUME THREE • MARCH 2012
Internet Address: www.ftcfishing.com 

Tuna Tower News
Freeport Tuna Club, Inc.

EDitor: CAPt. JoHN J. JUtt, Sr.
Co-Editor ~ Capt. Paul Hilton

Contributor ~ Mike Sullivan
Contributing Editor ~ Capt. Lawrence Festa

President’s Message
Dear Members,

AWARDS NIGHT!
There are so many great things about the Freeport Tuna Club it is

hard to pick out what one likes the best. As the year progresses 
different things catch our attention, but one thing always stands out:
the annual awards presented at the March meeting.

We are, after all, a fishing club, and this night showcases our
greatest asset: the best anglers in the region. This year 38 individual
awards will be presented, including awards for four new club records.
From tuna and shark to bass and flounder, from the old hands to the
children and grandchildren, there is an award that recognizes their
achievements during the past year. Be sure to attend the meeting to
show your support for all our winners.

Although it is hard to believe, the coming of March also means that
2012 is already one-fourth behind us. This may be the off season,
but our members have been busy nonetheless. Once again this year
First VP Bob Pandy led up the club’s display at the NYSF Freeport
show in February. A special effort was made this year to highlight 
all our club has to offer, and I want to thank all those who gave their
time and effort to make this presentation a success. Another special
event that members eagerly anticipate is the wild game dinner,
headed up by Bob Benzenberg and Dave Massa. Work on this event
begins in the early fall, and continues throughout the winter as 
members comb fields and woodlands for entrees and appetizers. 
Always a sold out event, the hard work of all involved pays off in an
outstanding evening of food and fun. If you missed out this year be
sure to get your ticket early next time! 

The next special event on our cal-
endar is the annual cod trip organized
by our Second VP Harry Weinblatt.
Special should be put in capital letters
for this one, because the fun and 
camaraderie of two days at sea fish-
ing with fellow club members has to
be experienced to be appreciated.
Mere words really can’t capture it; 
reserve a spot if you can. You won’t
regret it.

On a sadder note, I have to report
the passing of past president Paul
Sposato  , who lost his battle with cancer at the end of February. 
Paul   was a great guy, a fixture of the club for many years and 
originator of the Thursday night Captain-Anglers barbecues. He lived
life to the fullest, and our thoughts and prayers go out to his family
at his loss.

I look forward to seeing everyone at the GM. Watching all the 
winners collect their awards really whets one’s appetite for the 
coming season, and fuels the hope that next year you’ll be in the
winner’s circle!

The charm of fishing is that it is the pursuit of what is elusive but
attainable, a perpetual series of occasions for hope. John Buchan.

~ President 2011 ~ Bill Toohey

NEXT GM
Thursday, March 9, 2012 at 7:30pm

Cure Of Ars Auditorium
Merrick Avenue • Merrick

(Between Sunrise Highway and Merrick Road)

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

AWARDS NIGHT!The Best Of The Best

March Newsletter LR:Layout 1  3/5/12  4:58 PM  Page 2



March 2012 Derby Awards & Contests Report
Awards Chairman: Captain Bill Morrogh

Committee Team: Captain Larry Festa, 
Captian Michael Zullo

Everyone should mark their calendars and make a special effort to
attend the March GM Annual Awards Night! It’s time to review the
2011 season and recognize the exceptional anglers and catches that
made 2011 memorable. A big turnout always helps so come on down
and get in gear for the upcoming season! We’ll also be presenting 
4 new club records!

Spring will be upon us before we know it and so will our Derby season!
We start off with Cod and Winter Flounder. The local Cod reports

have been good so get out there and win the Derby! 

THE FOLLOWING DERBIES 
ARE STARTING THIS MONTH:

Cod (6 lb. min.) March 17th ~ May 6th

Winter Flounder (1.5 lb. min.) March 31st ~ May 13th

Derby Rules Update: We have modified a Derby rule which we be-
lieve will simplify our weigh slip policy.

P  rotests & Disputes of Fish
5. It is the Captain/Angler’s responsibility to get their weigh slips to

the Awards Committee within

14 days of all Derby closings in order to be eligible for a Derby prize.

All weigh slips must be submitted by January 14th of the following
year to be eligible for any Annual Award. No exceptions to this rule
will be allowed.

Passing of 
Past President
Paul
Sposato

We regret to inform you of 

the passing of Past President

Paul Sposato. Paul was a famil-

iar face, friend and a great con-

tributor to The Freeport Tuna

Club. He is the original founder

of the Captain/Angler Thursday

Nite Bar-B-Ques. 

Paul is survived by his wife

Linda and daughter Jessie.  He

will be sorely missed by all.

May he rest in peace ...and

may his tides still come and go.

Good & Welfare
Dr. John Weber is recovering from his surgery and our best

wishes to him. Gene Schettini is home doing well and waiting to
proceed with the construction of his new ankle. My wife Elaine
has recovered and doing well. Camille Mazzilli is continuing with
her therapy in her fight. Best Wishes everyone. 

~ Jeff

Property
We have 5 slips open on the line. If you are interested or you know

a  person looking for  a slip have them contact me: property@ftc-
fishing.com We need to fill the Marina!

~ Don Granger

Property Business Manger

Membership
Reminders for membership renewals were mailed out on Feb-

ruary 17th. Please take a moment to return your membership
dues, if you haven’t already done so. Anyone who needs a mem-
bership renewal can contact the membership committee at
ftc1937@verizon.net.  Membership dues effective January 1,
2012 are $225 for regular members and $250 for family members. 

~ Mike Sullivan

Property
Summer contract have been mailed. If you did not receive your 

contract contact property @ftcfishing.com.  We have #3 slip avail-
able on the outside line. Contact: Property@FTCfishing.com.

~ Don

Fluke Calcutta
We will begin accepting entry into the 2012 Fluke Calcutta at 
the March GM  meeting. Same $10 entry. Same winner take all
format.  See Mike Sullivan to enter.
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Freeport Tuna Club
Committees

President • Bill Toohey • February 24, 2012
1st Vice President 2nd Vice President   Secretary treasure

Bob Pandy Harry Weinblatt Bill Morrogh John Daum 
(Non-Fishing related Committees) (Fishing related Committees)

Finance Property House Entertainment
Tim Sherman* John Gerrity* Woody Anderson* Robert Bohlert*

Chris Sarpantonio Don Granger* Don Morin Paul Noto
Mike Sullivan Al Cascino John Weber Jr., II
Bob Sabella Robert Dimino Gerald Amitrano
Chris Squeri Bob Sabella Jim Azzi Good & Welfare
Paul Noto Paul Cunningham Jeff Squeri*

Ralph Drewes Ray Geiger Chris Squeri
Jim Krug

Membership Web-Site Press & P/r
Special Events Michael Sullivan* Theresa Morrogh* Chris Squeri*

Bob Pandy* Jeff Squeri Don Granger
Jim Rooney* Chris Scarpantonio Bill Morrogh Yearbook
Al Casciano Lawrence Festa Pending

Harry Weinblatt Tim Sherman
Joe Jahn Ryan Sullivan
Jim Krug Alan Evelyn

Nick Nero
Bob McVey

raffle Prize Bulletin Holiday Party Nominating

Paul Cunningham* John Jutt* Harry Weinblatt* & rules
Paul Hilton Woody Anderson Pending

Ships Store Michael Sullivan
Paul Schuber* Lawrence Festa

Rosemary Schuber

Awards & Contest Derbies Shoot-outs Captain/Angler
Bill Morrogh* Bill Morrogh* Chris Bellinzoni* Bob Pandy*
Michael Zullo Michael Zullo John Rooney Bob Sabella

Lawrence Festa Lawrence Festa Jim Rooney
Conservation Fishing reports open Clinic Jimmy Azzi 
Dennis Cataldo* Harry Weinblatt* Bob Dimino* Joe Steiner

Bill Toohey Chris Bellinzoni Ralph Ortiz
Jim Rooney John Koenig

rodeos tournaments Paul Noto
Jim Rooney* Mat Errett* Bill Hines
Bob Sabella Chris Bellinzoni Woody Anderson

John Rooney
Joe Jahn

Sharon Missan
Ken Kapner
Ken Donin
Don Morin

George Sinerco

Fishing Related Committees

Awards & Contest Derbies Shoot-outs

Bill Morrogh* Bill Morogh* Chris Bellinzoni*

Michael Zullo Michael Zullo John Rooney

Lawrence Festa Lawrence Festa

Conservation Fishing reports open Clinic
Dennis Cataldo* Harry Weinblatt* Bob Dimino*

Bill Toohey Chris Bellinzoni

Jim Rooney

rodeos tournaments
Jim Rooney* Mat Errett*

Both locally and out east, our winter cod fishery to date has
been somewhat of a disappointment, likely due to the unusually
warm winter we have enjoyed. Our water temps have not gone
much below 45 degrees, where we’d normally be looking at
temps well below 40 at some point during the winter. Cold water
normally signals the arrival of cod and drives off the 
dogfish, which remain a big problem in many areas. Reports
from New Jersey and east along the South Shore of Long Is-
land out to Montauk feature Ling, also known as Red Hake, as
being the day savers and providing the bulk of the catch. 

Those who frown upon Ling sometimes refer to them as
“puss-bags”. Ling don’t grow to mammoth proportions, are gen-
erally sluggish, and if not iced down quickly will turn into a soft
mushy mess. On the other hand, if iced down immediately and
well cared for, the resulting white flesh fillets can be a culinary
delight. 

Most Ling are targeted on wrecks and rough bottom, but will
be found on open mud or sand bottom during the spring spawn.
Depths can range from 30 – 300 feet.  A simple tandem hook
bottom rig with 3/0 – 4/0 hooks will suffice. The most common
bait is skimmer clam, but fish strips (especially bergall) work
well, the smaller  varieties of “Gulp Alive” have been making
headlines of late, often out-fishing the natural stuff. 

• Distribution of roughly Gulf of St. Lawrence 
to North Carolina, most abundant from Gulf 
of Maine to New Jersey. 

• Scientific Name: Urophycis chuss

• iGFA record: 12 lbs. 13 oz., “Mudhole 

Wreck”  2010.  

• FtC record: 6.0 lbs., Matthew Edelman, 

Montauk N.Y. 2007.

• Current regulations: open Season, No size 

or bag limit.

~ Paul Hilton, Emily S.

Ling
is 

the 
Thing
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ADVERTISING:
Advertisers are
needed to help fund
this publication. 
If you or anyone you
know who like to
advertise please 
contact John Jutt 
at jjutt@mmpmk.com
or call 516-546-2312

FRED CHALL MARINE
SUPPLY, CORP.

“Servicing the FTC for over 20 years”

“We will not be undersold”

5 ATLANTIC PLAZA, FREEPORT

516-868-0177
For All Yor Boating Needs 

®

BLUE MARLIN
BOATS

Used Boats Bought, Sold & Brokered
for current listings log on to 

www.bluemarlinboats.net

4076 merrick road, seaford, nY 11783

tel. (516) 679-2121 • Fax (516) 679-2739

Best Prices, Premium Products, 
Knowledgable Staff

We have all your boating & fishing needs

VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE:

SouthShoreMarineSupply.com

SOUTH SHORE MARINE SUPPLY
� Bait & Tackle  �

“Your One Stop Source”
4108 Merrick Rd.

Massepequa, NY 11758
516-557-2510

516-557-2512 Fax

New Boats
Pre-Own 

Brokerage Boats

124 Woodcleft Ave., Freeport, NY  11520
528 Country Rd. 39, Southampton, NY  11968

631-761-6193 • 1-800-635-FRED
www.fredchallmarine.com • fchall@optonline.net

mercury & suzuki engines

extended warranties on all new and left over

boats plus free sea tow membership

fish boats

pilot house • walkaround • center console

cruisers • bunk & roller trailers

FRED CHALL MARINE
FACTORY OUTLET

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY 

(718) 850-0700

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY

(718) 850-0700

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

®

Complete Marine 
Service & Financing

500 SOUTH MAIN STREET
FREEPORT, NY 11520
TEL: (516) 546-8880
FAX: (516) 378-1505

AL
GROVER’S

HIGH & DRY
MARINA

500 SOUTH MAIN STREET
FREEPORT, NY 11520
TEL: (516) 546-8880
FAX: (516) 378-1505

AL
GROVER’S

HIGH & DRY
MARINA

SALES OFFICE NEW & PRE-OWNED:
TEL. (516) 771-7020
FAX (516) 771-7348

WWW.ALGROVERSMARINE.COM
WWW.SPELLMANSMARINE.COM

�	
���������������

SALES OFFICE NEW & PRE-OWNED:
TEL. (516) 771-7020
FAX (516) 771-7348

WWW.ALGROVERSMARINE.COM
WWW.SPELLMANSMARINE.COM

BUY • SELL • TRADE
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Of Merrick

Official Printer for

The Freeport Tuna Club
DISCOUNTS FOR ALL MEMBERS

255 Sunrise Highway, Merrick, NY 11566

Tel 516.546.2312  •  Fax 516.623.0870
web: www.mmpmk.com  •  e-mail: Info@mmpmk.com

SHIP STORE SALE
New Items:

Our Tee shirts with the new design are in!

FTC Beer Mugs $3 • FTC Koolies 2 For $3
FTC Gear Bags $22

Small Gear Bags Discounted to $15
Large Gear Bags Discounted to $30

FTC Anniversary 
Golf Shirts Slashed to $20

Great Quality Below Our Cost.
Avoid Sunburn on the back of your neck

By purchasing an Adams Hat
Adams Hats

Regular Price $25 Discounted $20

Contact Paul or Rosemary Schuber At Next GM

(516) 232-0645
Sailing From Woodcleft Fishing Station

447 Woodcleft Avenue, Freeport, New York

CAPT. FRED BALTUSIS
Freeport, New York

Call To 
Customize 

Your Fishing 
Adventure 35 Ft. Custom Downeaster

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
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HENRY R. JENET MEATS
WHOLESALE - RETAIL

Poultry, Beef, Lamb, Pork - Fresh Daily

106-57 160th Street
Jamaica, NY  11433

Tel. 718-291-5700 
FREEPORT TUNA CLUB MEMBER

FreePort baseD

Free towinG For members

Call about DisCounteD 

FtC member rates

516-623-4183

PANDAMAN
PAINTING - PAPER HANGING

SPECIALIST
Paper Removal / Sheetrock Work • Tape / Spackle

Decorative Mouldings Installed
Neat Clean Professional Service

Powerwashing • 30 Years Experience
WE DO IT ALL & MORE!

516.781.4011
BOB PANDY

1314 1st aVenue, new YorK, nY  10021

212.717.7403

www.CiGarinn.Com

THE CIGAR INN BLUE MARLIN
CHARTER BOAT

35’ DUFFY & DUFFY SPORT FISHERMAN
TURBO DIESEL POWERED
Captain Harry Weinblatt

30+ YEARS FISHING EXPERIENCE
20 YEARS USCG LICENSED MASTERS
516-623-9860 • Cell 516-351-7223

FTC MEMBER
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Capt. Scott Schafer
Montauk Marine Basin, Montauk, New York

631-668-5800 / Cell 516-523-3299

��������
�����	�����������
�����	���
51’ Sullivan Custom Built

1-28 Passenger
Private Charters • Special Group and Club Rates 

Capt. Scott Schafer
Montauk Marine Basin, Montauk, New York

631-668-5800 / Cell 516-523-3299

Inshore
Offshore

www.tunafishtackle.com

Custom Hand Tied Rigs • Onsite Reel Repair
All Baits • Inshore/Offshore

450 Fire island Avenue • Babylon, NY 11702

visit our website
for direction or call:

631-274-7042
Most Major

Credit Cards

Accepted

SeaIsle-Tackle.com
(516) 868-8855

Fax : (516) 546-2983
Sales@SeaIsle-Tackle.com

Complete Selection of Tackle
Complete Line of Custom Rods
Complete Line of Rod Building Supplies
Complete Inhouse Repairs
Complete Selection of Live, Fresh & Frozen Baits
Completely Helpful and Friendly Staff 

The Complete Tackle Shop

Long Island’s Most Complete Selection of Inshore, Freshwater
and Surf Fishing Equipment • Custom Built Rods
MIKE NICOLETTI & BOB TURTURELLO

3031 Merrick Road, Wantagh, NY  11793
516.785.3223 • Fax: 516.679.6815
www.causewaybaitandtackle.com

SOUTH SHORE 

COMPUTER SERVICES

“Technology, Sales and Staff Augmentation Services”

24/7/365

Ed Faza
516.238.2724

ed@southshorecomputerservices.com

FUEL • BAIT • TACKLE 

WOODCLEFT FISHING
STATION

FULL LINE OF FISHING GEAR

447 Woodcleft Avenue Freeport, NY 11520

516 • 378 • 8748

Richie Rosenkranz
FTC MEMBER

Wasabi Sportfishing 

 
Offering Open Boat & Private Charters 

For Tuna, Shark, Sword, Mahi & 
Anything else that swims on the edge 

 

516-650-1759 
Capt. Chris Gerhart, 50 Ton USCG Master 
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