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Happy Saint  Patr ick’s  Day

 
Hello March! Hopefully warm weather will soon be coming, which means we will begin 
to get our boats uncovered in preparation for another summer season of fishing.  
 
Please keep the area around your boat clean and safe, also please no shrink in our dump-
ster, town dump on Merrick road is open all week where it can be disposed of properly. 

 
Our annual awards March meeting will be hosted by Ray Geiger 

who will present last year’s best catches. Please come down and 
support Ray and this year’s recipients. 
  
Our booth at the Freeport Rec Center was a success, Prospective 

new members were invited to this month’s General Meeting 
as guests. Thanks to all members who helped at the show. 
 
New shows on tap for this month will start with the Lindenhurst 
Spring Fishing Flea Market on Sunday March 12, hours 9AM-2 
PM (732-381-2165). Long Island Boat Show, March 10-12 at the 

Nassau Coliseum and also The Fishermans’ Flea Market on Sunday, March 24 
at 22 Grove Place, Babylon. I hope to see all our members at the GM to sup-
port fellow members during this festive meeting. Congratulations to all the 

award winners. 
Thanks, Anthony J. Alfieri

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e



C a p t a i n s  &  A n g l e r s   
The Captains and Anglers Committee wishes a Happy  

St. Patrick's day to all our members!! BBQs coming soon! 

Thank you,   Jim Rooney 

 FlukeSHOOTOUT 
A call to all members & board members  

I would like to request the assistance of all club members and 
board members with getting sponsorships. Thanks to every-
body that came by the booth at the Freeport Rec Center. We 
had great success with handing out flyers for the tournament. 
We had a lot of interest from people at the show and hope to 
see everybody at the Coliseum show (that we will also be at) 
to get support for the club and show we are successfully mov-
ing forward with the tournament. As the tournament gets 
closer, I’m going to need more people to assist in helping me 
with raffles and signing up people. Please contact me if you’d 
like to volunteer to lend a hand  

Thanks in advance for your participation!  

Rick Totten 
Tournament Chair, 516-779-3347 

 
 

D e r b i e s ,  A w a r d s  &  C o n t e s t s   
Awards Committee: Chairman Ray Geiger, Bill Morrogh & Harry Sbaschnig  
We hope to see all hands on deck for our Annual Awards Night on Thursday March 14th at the Freeport Yacht Club! 
This year I have organized a remote Zoom meeting to allow those members from far and wide who wish to join in the celebra-
tion. If you wish to join, please make note of the following info: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88159682125?pwd=Whs0KUTk3faLfmdc87IiHN1BVRRAGF.1 
Meeting ID = 88159682125, Password = tuna1937 
 
A big turnout always helps, so please make the effort to 
come on down and support the well deserving winners of 
our 2023 Annual Awards! In addition, this year we will be 
recognizing a total of three outstanding new club records: 
 
SHARK (SPINNER) – 103.7 lb. Paul Elaides Freeport, NY 
SNAPPER (LANE) – 4.63 lb. Bryon King Jupiter, FL 
PERMIT – 24.2 lb. Andrew Hepworth Jensen Beach, FL 
 

Our 2024 derby season kicks off with Cod and the ever elusive 
Winter Flounder. Remember the early worm catches the fish! 
 

The FTC Fish-At-A-Glance cards will soon be available soon. 
Remember to grab two, one for your wallet and one for your 
helm or tackle bag. Just like baseball, you need a program to 
know the players. 
 

The complete Derby Calendar for 2024 season, club Anglers  
 

Rules and official club Weigh Stations are or will be available 
on our website (ftcfishing.com) soon thanks to the outstanding 
efforts of Bill and Theresa Morrogh: ftcfishing.com/derbies  
ftcfishing.com/s/AnglingRulesForTheFreeportTunaClub-yh43.pdf 
ftcfishing.com/weighstations-1 
 

We ask you again to please make a concerted effort to get 
all your weigh slips in on time and fill them out legibly/com-
pletely! It’s extremely important that you fill out all of the 
fields on the slip. A number of slips were missing the line test, 
tackle type, captain and/or F/V this past year.  A few appeared 
to have rolled around in a tackle box and required a CSI team, 
making a very challenging task indeed. 
 

On behalf of our committee, would like to wish everyone a 
safe and productive 2024 Derby season. 

Best Fishes ---- Ray Geiger



Winter Blues. Now that winter is in full 
swing, it’s a good time to take an inven-
tory of all your fishing gear. This is prob-
ably one of the most important projects 
any angler can do. This kind of log book 
is key and can be extremely helpful when 

trying to determine when reels need new line, and which rods 
may need repair. Its also a great time to change hooks on your 
favorite plugs, check dates on safety equipment and figure out 
what gear needs replacement. With wait times longer than 
usual, I suggest getting a head start. 
 

Another favorite past time, is making the rounds at our local 
fishing flea markets. There are several local events that are 
worth mentioning, and for those willing to travel the possibil-
ities are even greater. Next Saturday March 2, 2024 is the 
Ward Melville Saltwater Seminar and Fundraiser; open from 
8:30am to 3:00pm. Seminars and a panel of experts covering 
topics ranging from live bait striped bass fishing to surf fishing, 
tying teasers and rod building. Free Admission! Don’t miss out 
on this event. March 16, 2024 is the Annual Long Island Fly 
Fishing Expo located at the Radisson Hotel, 110 Vanderbilt 
Motor Parkway in Hauppauge from 9:00am to 4pm. Admission 
$10.00, kids under 18yrs free with paid adult. March 24, 2024, 
is the Fisherman Flea Market located at the American Legion 
Babylon Post #94 located at 22 Grove Place, Babylon. Sunday 
March 24, 2024 is also the fisherman flea market located at 
118 Cassata Court, West Babylon. Everything fishing from 9am 
to 4pm. Don’t miss these great events.  

 

Finally, for those wishing to purchase the Four Wheel Drive 
Beach access pass, permits went on sale at the end of De-
cember 2023, and will continue until March 31, 2024. Re-
member, that all sales are online only and you must register first 
for a free fishing license. The cost is $80 for NY residents and 
the permit is valid from April 1, 2024 to December 31, 2024 at 
Gilgo and Robert Moses. Valid year round at Hither Hills, Mon-
tauk Point and Napeague State Parks. Another option is the 
Camp Hero Access permit which is $40 for NY residents and is 
valid from April 1 to December 31, 2024 at Camp Hero. All ap-
plications must include the following: (1) a valid motor vehicle 
registration; (2) driver's license of the motor vehicle registrant; 
and (3) a NYSDEC recreational salt water marine fishing registry.    
 

Lets hope 2024 is great a fishing season for all our members.  
 

Until my next adventure, Tight lines. 

Capt. Barbara Solomon 
F/V Legal Limits 

S t r i p e r  D i a r i e s  
E P I S O D E  5 1     P r o p e r t y    

The property committee is going to start doing spring 
cleanup in the middle of March if the weather permits 
on the south side, next to the apartments, where there 
is a lot of debris that’s been there for many many years 
(eyesore) and not ever used. Including broken freezers.  

We will be throwing everything out in the dumpster.  So 
if there’s any precious material of yours, please let me 
know so it’s mistakenly dumped.    

We have one slip available without a finger for a bigger 
boat anybody’s interested or know anybody please con-
tact me .  Most members for the summer of 2024 are 
 all paid in full the club appreciates your promptness . If 
you haven’t sent in payment, you have to April 1 to be 
paid in full to secure your spot.  

All boats have to be off the property for winter storage 
by June 1 or they will be charged an additional 175 per 
month. Thank you very much for your cooperation.    

Bob Dimino  

Business Property Manager 

 



#1 Stephen L.Vanderveer Trophy Bowl 
Angler catching the largest Tuna over 100lb sailing out of Jones Inlet. 
Ralph Drewes (185.5 lb. Bluefin) “No Mercy” 
#2 Stephen Radi Sr. Memorial Trophy 
Angler catching the largest Bigeye Tuna sailing from Jones Inlet. 
Chris Lombardo (167 lb. Bigeye) “Manhattan Transfer” 
#3 Walter F. O’Malley Trophy NOT AWARDED 
Member catching the heaviest Tuna from any port except Freeport L.I. 
#4 Bob Trapani Memorial Trophy Member catching the heaviest fish 
from any port except Shark. Andrew Hepworth  
 (300 lb. estimated Blue Marlin) “Hooker” Guatemala 
#5 Fred W. Hollander Memorial Trophy:  
Member catching the heaviest billed fish anywhere. Andrew Hepworth  
 (300 lb. estimated Blue Marlin) “Hooker” Guatemala 
#6 Jack R. Neidorf Trophy: (*24hr.)  
First Tuna of the season sailing from and returning to Jones Inlet.  
Sean Libby (130.6 lb. Bluefin) “Squid Hunter” 
#7 Jack R. Bode Ladies Trophy: NOT AWARDED 
Awarded to the lady member catching the largest Tuna. 
#8 Ada Berlin Memorial Trophy:  
Lady angler catching the largest species of any fish from any L.I. Port. 
Barbara Solomon (15.3 lb. Striped Bass) “Legal Limits” 
#9 Henry Von Elm Inc. Trophy: Retired in 2023 
Angler catching the largest Tuna during any IGFA Tournament.  
#10 John J. Miles Trophy: Captain of the Year Ralph Drewes 
#11 Mel Elderd: Retired in 2023 
Member catching the largest Tuna of the season in the Babylon/FTC Shootout.  
#12 Philip Ehrhart Memorial Trophy: (*24 hr.)  
Largest Bluefin caught sailing from Jones, Debs or Fire Island. 
Ralph Drewes (185.5 lb. Bluefin) “No Mercy” 
#13 Guy Lombardo Trophy: (*24 hr.)  
Angler catching the largest Tuna under 100 lbs. sailing from Jones Inlet. 
Anthony Bollaci (85.8 lb. Bluefin) “Hooker” 
#14 Freeport Marine Trophy:  
Greatest weight fish per pound line sailing from any L.I. Port. 
Ralph Drewes (69.4 lb. Yellowfin Tuna / 30lb. test) “No Mercy” 
#15 Harry Peters Memorial Trophy:   
Angler catching the largest fish out of any L.I. Port. 
DJ Toback (308 lb. Thresher Shark) “Corazon” 
#16 Harry Peters Memorial Trophy:  
Captains Award for the largest Shark caught out of any L.I. Port. 
Doug Toback (308 lb. Thresher Shark) “Corazon” 
#17 Harry Berns Memorial Trophy:  
Captain whose boat tags the most amount of Tuna.Ralph Drewes 3 tags 
#18 George Beitterick Memorial Trophy: (24 hr.)  
Angler catching the largest Bluefish sailing from Jones Inlet. 
Adam Bollaci (16.13 lb.) “Hooker” 
#19 Fred Miranda: Awarded to the person who tags the most Marlin.  
NOT AWARDED 
#20 Marsden B. Candler Memorial Trophy:  
Angler largest Striped Bass on any boat sailing from any L.I. Port. 
Barbara Solomon (15.3) “Legal Limits” 
#21 Jack Bode Ladies Memorial Trophy:  
Lady Angler for the most outstanding catch north of Cape Hatteras. 
Barbara Solomon (15.3) Striped Bass “Legal Limits” 
#22 Harry Schwarze: Retired in 2023 
Captains Award for the most Tuna caught during the Babylon /FTC Shootout. 
#23 Marine Center, Inc Trophy: NOT AWARDED 
Captains Award for the boat catching the heaviest billed fish. 
#24 Mako Marine Inc, Trophy: Angler catching the heaviest Shark of 
the season, Debs-Shinnecock.DJ Toback (308 Thresher) “Corazon”  
#25 Lawrence Festa Memorial Trophy: (*24 hr.)  
Captain catching the first Shark of the season from Jones Inlet. 
Doug Toback (308 Thresher) “Corazon” 

#26 Norb Schlichtig Memorial Trophy: Trina Aurilio 
Member outstanding service.  
#27 Tim Kryscuk Memorial Trophy:  
Lady Member catching the largest Bluefish of the season. 
Barbara Solomon (13.35 lb.) “Legal Limits” 
#28 Joe King Sr. Memorial Trophy: (*24 hr.) NOT AWARDED 
Largest Dolphin sailing from Jones, Fire Island or Debs Inlet.  
#29 John Shiel Spinning Tackle Trophy:  
Most outstanding catch caught on spinning tackle using 2-12 lb line. 
Steve Valenti (14.24 lb. Striped Bass) “Four Bells” 12 lb. test 
Paul Grippo Memorial Equalizer Trophy Fluke:  
Children’s Award for largest Fluke (12 and under). NOT AWARDED 
#30 Global: NOT AWARDED 
#31 West: NOT AWARDED 
Paul Grippo Memorial Equalizer Trophy Bluefish:  
Children’s Award for largest Bluefish (12 and under). NOT AWARDED 
#32 Global: NOT AWARDED 
#33 West: NOT AWARDED 
#34 Ed Keneske Jr. Memorial Trophy: Cassidy Cunningham 
Awarded for outstanding service by a board member. 
#35 Benjamin Mikoleski Memorial:  
Awarded to the member catching the largest Winter Flounder of the year. 
Steve Bassford (2.56 lb.) “Manhattan Transfer” 
#36 Bob Neuman Aventura II” Memorial Trophy:  
Largest Winter Flounder caught by a child or grandchild. NOT AWARDED 
#37 Jack Kennedy Memorial Captains Award: Largest Tuna. 
Ralph Drewes (185.5 lb. Bluefin) “No Mercy” 
#38 Jack Kennedy Memorial Captains Award: (*24 hr.)  
Largest Striped Bass. Barbara Solomon (15.3 lb.) “Legal Limits” 
#39 Jack Kennedy Memorial Captains Award: (*24 hr.)  
Largest Bluefish. Adam Bollaci (16.13 lb.) “Hooker” 
Ed Schuh Memorial Angler Awards  
Jones, Debs, Fire Island:  Cod, Weakfish, Blackfish, Seabass & Fluke. 
#40 Cod: Sean Libby (7.32 lb.) “Sea Goose” 
#41 Weakfish: Greg Magnifico (6.5 lb.) “Everything Zen”  
#42 Blackfish: Gabe Gomez (13.13 lb.) “Cora Marie” 
#43 Seabass: Mary Ellen Zullo (3.75 lb.) “Magic Too” 
#44 Fluke: Bob Pandy (10.93 lb.) “Pandaman” 
Jigsy Silber Memorial Global Anglers Award:    
Cod, Weakfish, Blackfish, Seabass & Fluke. 
#45 Cod: Sean Libby (7.32 lb.) “Sea Goose” 
#46 Weakfish: Greg Magnifico (6.5 lb.) “Everything Zen” 
#47 Blackfish: Gabe Gomez (13.13 lb.) “Cora Marie” 
#48 Seabass: Mary Ellen Zullo (3.75 lb.) “Magic Too” 
#49 Fluke: Bob Pandy (10.93 lb.) “Pandaman” 
#50 Ed Swanson Memorial Angler of the Year:  
Member obtaining the most points for twelve different species. 
Barbara Solomon 11 points 
#51 John V. Festa Memorial Tagging Award:  
Member who tags the most game fish of the season. 
Chris Bellinzoni 128 tags 
#52 Barry Simon Captains Award: Awarded to the member captain, 
most points achieved for Seabass, Codfish & Blackfish sailing from Debs to Fire 
Island Inlet. Mike Zullo 15 points 
#53 Anthony Testa Sr. Memorial Award: Angler, largest Fluke 
Jones Inlet. Bob Pandy (10.93 lb.) “Pandaman”  
  
There are also 3 new club records recorded this year. 

SHARK (SPINNER) 103.7 lb. Paul Elaides Freeport, NY 
SNAPPER (LANE) 4.63 lb. Bryon King Jupiter, FL 
PERMIT 24.2 lb. Andrew Hepworth Jensen Beach, FL 

A n n u a l  A w a r d s  2 0 2 3  S e a s o n  D r a f t  R e s u l t s  



of Merrick

Official Printer for 
The Freeport Tuna Club 
 DISCOUNTS FOR ALL MEMBERS 
255 Sunrise Highway, Merrick, NY 11566 

Tel 516.546.2312 • Fax 516.623.0870 
web: www.mmpmk.com • e-mail: Info@mmpmk.com

BLUE MARLIN 
BOATS  

Used Boats Bought, Sold & Brokered 
for current listings log on to  

 
WWW.BLUEMARLINBOATS.NET 

4076 Merrick Road, Seaford, NY 11783 

 
Tel: (516) 679-2121 • Fax: (516) 679-2739

IRST HOICE ARINE

SUPPLY STORE

MAKE US YOUR

401 South Main St. Freeport, NY 11520 (516) 868-0177

FRED CHALL MARINE 

OEM PARTS AND LUBRICANTS FOR:

• MERCRUISER

• MERCURY OUTBOARDS

• YAMAHA OUTBOARDS

• JOHNSON/EVINRUDE OUTBOARDS

• VOLVO PENTA

ELECTRONICS DEALER FOR:

• SIMRAD

• LOWRANCE

• GARMIN

• ICOM

• STANDARD HORIZON

• MINN KOTA TROLLING MOTORS

• WORKING DISPLAYS

• BAIT AND TACKLE

• WATERSPORT TOYS

• INTERLUX PAINT

• TRAILER PARTS

• LEWMAR WINDLASS AND ANCHORS

• ORION SAFETY EQUIPMENT

OPEN 7 DAYS


A WEEK
Knowledgable 


staff

Long Island’s Most Complete Selection of Inshore, Freshwater 
and Surf Fishing Equipment • Custom Built Rods 

MIKE NICOLETTI & BOB TURTURELLO 
3031 Merrick Road, Wantagh, NY 11793 

516.785.3223 • Fax: 516.679.6815 
www.causewaybaitandtackle.com

Best Prices , Premium Products , Knowledgeable Staff 
We have all your boating & fishing needs

Your 

One Stop 

Source



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MENTION THIS AD FOR A 5% DISCOUNT  
ON ANY SERVICE OVER $1000 (MEMBERS ONLY)

 FTC SUPPORTER

FREEPORT BASED 

 

FREE TOWING FOR MEMBERS 

CALL ABOUT DISCOUNTED  

FTC MEMBER RATES 

516-623-4183

Tel. 516-377-7720
Fax 516-223-9155

Summer Dockage • Winter Storage • Short Hauls

389 South Main St.
Freeport, NY 11520

Tel. 516-377-7720 
Fax. 516-377-7723

Harold A. Bollaci, PC. 
An Elder Law Estate Planning Firm 

 
Harold A. Bollaci 

 
393 Old Country Road. Suite 203 

Carle Place, New York 11514 
Tel (516) 538-9700 | Fax (646) 867-0560 

Harold@BollaciLaw.com

(631) 274-7042

• Custom Hand Tied Rigs 
• Onsite Reel Repair

• All Baits 
• Inshore/Offshore

434 Rutgers Road 
West Babylon, NY 11704 



PANDAMAN 
PAINTING - PAPER HANGING 

SPECIALIST 
Paper Removal/Sheetrock Work • Tape/Spackle 

Decorative Moldings Installed 

Neat, Clean, Professional Service 

Powerwashing • 30 Years Experience 

WE DO IT ALL & MORE! 

516.781.4011 
BOB PANDY

 GET INVOLVED! Our committees are looking for volunteers! 
Please see President Anthony Alfieri or stop  
down to a board meeting at the property  
the 3rd Wednesday of every month.

ADVERTISERS NEEDED 
to help fund this publication   
If you or anyone you know who would like to advertise 

please contact John Jutt at jjutt@mmpmk.com or call 516-546-2312

PICTURE IT... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUR AD HERE!

Interested?



Post Office Box 5 
Freeport, New York 11520

Deliver To:

FREEPORT 
TUNA CLUB, INC. 

Chartered to Promote 
Sport-fishing & Conservation 

 
FTC 2024 DIRECTORS 

President                     Anthony Alfieri 
Vice President            Bill Gillespie 
Treasurer                     John Daum  
Secretary                     Cassidy Cunningham  

  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL ADVISOR 
Paul Cunningham 

Rick Totten

Jim Azzi 
Bob Dimino 
Ray Geiger 
Charlie Goldstein 
Zach Introp 
Tom Leprine 
Sharon Missan 

Bob Pandy 
Jim Rooney 
Bob Sabella 
Harry Sbaschnig 
Gene Schettini 
Derrick Storms

CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR SALE: 55’ 
Ocean Yacht Sport 
Fish.  Fully equipped 
w/ 8V92 Detroits 
165K.  Call Bobby 516-
233-5125

FOR SALE: 1990 Blackfin. 1995 
Cummins BTA 370, Diamond Series.  
New Canvas, New Dekit flooring, new 
after coolers, all new: electrical wir-
ing, dash and overhead box, port raw 
water pump, and more! Call Hal 516-
776-1950

FOR SALE: 
Boating and fishing 
equipment to sell. 
Carbon fiber gaffs, 
boat filet table, etc. If 
interested call Bob 
at 516-864-9140 
  
CLASSIFIEDS 
ARE FREE FOR 
FTC MEMBERS: 
List your items in 
the Tuna Tower 
News today! 

             
 

 
Y O U  C A N  O R D E R  

Freeport Tuna Club  
shirts online! 

 

The board voted for red tee shirts because 
no other club has red colors and if every-
one bought at least a hat or shirt or both 
when they are out fishing every body 
would see red and they would automati-
cally know that they were from the FTC it 
would be a great way to advertise the club  

Any questions please contact:  
Gene Schettini @516-434-1423 or  

email: capt.gene121@aol.com


