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TUNA TOWER NEWS
Freeport Tuna Club, Inc.

i would like to start out saying that January’s general membership meeting was a success thanks to
our board of directors and membership along with two new members benny V. and a gentleman who
likes to be call 205. i appreciate their effort and stepping in for iron man don morin who had to
recharge his batteries that week. i would like to thank the mayor of freeport for doing a great job
swearing in not only myself, but our board of directors; along with dave denenberg for the certificates
that were issued to the board of directors.

i would like to thank the members and friends that that showed up for woody anderson’s funeral.
while speaking with his son he was happy to see the amount of friends from the freeport tuna Club
that showed up. he said that woody loved the friends he made in the club. our prayers go out to his
family. rest in peace woody.

on a cold note thank god we only had one major snowstorm for January and i heard blackfish were caught. and i know for a fact
big kenny and his fishing team slammed the cod fish. you can see the pictures on the freeport tuna Club facebook website

the next general membership meeting is coming up i would like to see more members come down. we will have a clinic/speaker for
fishing techniques and tackle. 

also, if anybody is interested in helping out bob benzenberg and Joe disalvo for the game dinner, please contact me or either of
these two gentlemen and let them know you’re available.

thank you and i will see you down at the next general membership meeting. members make the club!

thank you,   Matthew Cardone
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE        

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY

Chris James was a pin hooker and worked at bait and taCkle stores 
out east for many years then went and opened his shop in southold

and tied buCktails. if you want to learn the art of making and applying
this method to your fishing approaCh then attend this meeting. 



January brought us a variety of weather, extreme cold, some snow, and thankfully some warm weather that
cleared out the ice. with the ice clear, it was time to think about fishing again.  

unfortunately, on the west end, while we were hopeful for at least a showing of cod,
so far very little has materialized. a few nice fish in december, then extreme weather,
and then essentially nothing to be had. some of the brooklyn boats did report good
mackerel fishing, well to the south. that’s about it as of right now.   

my boat has been in all winter and it’s good to have as many eyes as possible looking
out for you. i got a phone call from bob benzenberg who was enjoying a cold one
with bob pandy and ray geiger over at Jeremy’s ale house on the nautical mile. ap-
parently, my dock finger was hung on the piling, and causing my boat to list to star-
board due to tension on the dock lines. needless to say i had to drop what i was
doing at home and scurry down to freeport. i was able to release the tension and
free the finger after ice chopping, outboard thrust, and dancing a jig on the dock.
thanks guys, on the next rising tide the story may have ended differently. the town
cleared the channel shortly thereafter, mother nature has since taken care of the rest. 

montauk cod fishing could best be described as “poor” through late december and
most of January. that changed quickly when a new pile of fish was found. both the
montauk and rhode island fleet enjoyed good fishing for a few days, with fish up to
over 40 lbs reported. a group of freeport tuna Club anglers timed it just right and
got in on the action. ken “fishing frenzy” donowski organized a trip on the miss mon-
tauk and was joined by bob “panda man” pandy, ritch olijeck, and Julius “205” styles.  

the guys dug in, keeping 50 cod. bob pandy copped the pool with a nice 25lb. 7oz.
specimen. 

you hit it just right, great trip. ken is always looking for company on his trips out
east, you can reach him at 917- 231-5699 if interested. 

as of now flounder
opens april 1st, striped
bass april 15th, and
fluke on may 17th. 

rumors that the deC
will reintroduce a spring
blackfish season, april
1st – april 30th, 2 fish at
greater than 16” - stay
warm. 

please share your re-
sults with our member-
ship. especially warm
water reports to help
get us through the win-
ter!  please send re-
ports and pictures for
inclusion in your club
bulletin. thanks to all
who contribute, we
need more of you to
chime in

email your reports to philton@optonline.net;
or text/call me at 516.721.8907

Sincerely, Paul Hilton F/V Emily S

Woodcleft Canal January 10th

Julius, Bob, Rick, and Ken 
with a pile of Montauk Cod

Bob Pandy with Montauk  Cod

LET’S GET THROUGH FEBRUARY        



THE FREEPORT TUNA CLUB 
IS LOOKING FOR...

members with or access to a bucket truck,
trencher, and labor to help with the installa-
tion of a security system down at the marina.
please contact kevin at (516) 725-8907. 
Volunteers to help set up, serve food, and
clean up after the g.m.s over at the yacht
Club. please see or call kevin killelea (516)
725-8907.
we are looking for some volunteers to have
a discussion on Circle hooks vs J hooks one
thursday night down at the property. please
see tim sherman or kevin killelea if you’re in-
terested. .  

the summer lease agreements for 2018 have been mailed.
anyone expecting a lease agreement that has not received
one should contact me immediately. in order to secure your
slip for the 2018 season your deposit and signed lease must
be received on or before february 21, 2018. please let me
know if you are not renewing your lease so i can quickly deter-
mine which slips will be available. there are members inter-
ested in leasing a slip. you will receive two invoices for the
balance owed, one due on april 1st and the second payable
on may 31st. before your Vessel can be in the marina you will
need to supply an updated insurance policy to the property
business manager. our goal is to keep the marina full!

there are a few outstanding payments due for winter storage
so please send in your payment as soon as possible.

the rate for 2018 remains at $78 a foot with no minimum. all
captains leasing a slip will be charged an additional $175 if
storing a trailer on the property.  trailer storage is only avail-
able to individuals leasing a slip. freezers are $175. a deposit
of $300 is required with your signed lease.

Capt. Alan Evelyn
C: 917-750-8710 | w: 516-299-2523 | alan4ftc@gmail.com

PROPERTY 
MANAGER’S
REPORT        

DERBY, AWARDS & 
CONTESTS REPORT
Awards Chairman: Ray Geiger | Committee Team:

Bob Benzenberg, Harry Sbaschnig & Bill Morrogh
i hope that everyone will make an extra effort to attend the
march gm where we will award the winners of last years
catches!  we currently are still reviewing all awards and will
posting a preliminary sheet on our website very soon. look
for the 2018 derby dates too.

the committee would like to wish everyone a safe and pro-
ductive 2018 derby season.

best fishes – Ray Geiger

it is with sad heart that i report the passing of woody ander-
son. woody was a guy that represented what ftC is all about.
a truly nice guy that will be missed by all.

Jeff Squeri 516-652-5981

GOOD & WELFARE        



#1 Stephen L. Vanderveer Trophy Bowl: Angler catching the
largest Tuna over 100lb sailing out of Jones Inlet.
Steve Bassford (109 lb. Bluefin) “Red Dawn Rising”
#2 Stephen Radi Sr. Memorial Trophy: Angler catching the largest
Bigeye Tuna sailing from Jones Inlet. Not Awarded
#3 Walter F. O’Malley Trophy: Member catching the heaviest Tuna
from any port except Freeport L.I.
Paul Noto (109.5 lb. Bluefin) “Insufficient Funds”
#4 Bob Trapani Memorial Trophy: Member catching the heaviest
fish from any port except Shark.
Dennis Cataldo (350 lb. Blue Marlin) “Cabo San Lucas”
#5 Fred W. Hollander Memorial Trophy: Member catching the
heaviest billed fish anywhere.
Dennis Cataldo (350 lb. Blue Marlin) “Cabo San Lucas”
#6 Jack R. Neidorf Trophy: (*24hr.) First Tuna of the season sailing
from and returning to Jones Inlet. 
Chris Bellinzoni (27.75 lb. Bluefin) “Oh Reely”
#7 Jack R. Bode Ladies Trophy:
Awarded to the lady member catching the largest Tuna. 
Not Awarded
#8 Ada Berlin Memorial Trophy: Lady angler catching the largest
species of any fish from any L.I. Port.
Joanne Schroeder (37.31  lb. Striped Bass) "Starwatcher"
#9 Henry Von Elm Inc. Trophy: Angler catching the largest Tuna
during any IGFA Tournament. Not awarded
#10 John J. Miles Trophy: Captain of the Year To Be Announced. 
#11 Mel Elderd: Member catching the largest Tuna of the season
in the Babylon/FTC Shootout. Not Awarded 
#12 Philip Ehrhart Memorial Trophy: (*24 hr.) Largest Bluefin
caught sailing from Jones, Debs or Fire Island.
Paul Noto (109.8 lb. “Insufficient Funds”  
#13 Guy Lombardo Trophy: (*24 hr.) Angler catching the largest
Tuna under 100 lbs. sailing from Jones Inlet.
Rick Totten (67 lb. Bluefin) “Hooker”
#14 Freeport Marine Trophy: Greatest weight fish per pound line
sailing from any L.I. Port. To Be Announced.
#15 Harry Peters Memorial Trophy: Angler catching the largest
fish out of any L.I. Port.
Anthony Bollaci (220 lb. Thresher Shark) “Hooker”
#16 Harry Peters Memorial Trophy: Captains Award for the
largest Shark caught out of any L.I. Port.
Adam Bollaci (220 lb. Thresher Shark) “Hooker”
#17 Harry Berns Memorial Trophy: Captain whose boat tags the
most amount of Tuna.
Not Awarded
#18 George Beitterick Memorial Trophy: (24 hr.) Angler catching
the largest Bluefish sailing from Jones Inlet.
Adam Bollaci (16.19 lb.) “Hooker”
#19 Fred Miranda: Awarded to the person who tags the most Mar-
lin. Not Awarded
#20 Marsden B.Candler Memorial Trophy: Angler largest Striped
Bass on any boat sailing from any L.I. Port.
Anthony Bollaci  (59.75 lb.) “Hooker”
#21 Jack Bode Ladies Memorial Trophy: Lady Angler for the most
outstanding catch north of Cape Hatteras.
Kathy Grippo (9.3 lb. Fluke) “Inky”
#22 Harry Schwarze: Captains Award for the most Tuna caught
during the Babylon /FTC Shootout. Not Awarded
#23 Marine Center, Inc Trophy: Captains Award for the boat catch-
ing the heaviest billed fish. Not Awarded
#24 Mako Marine Inc, Trophy: Angler catching the heaviest Mako
of the season.
Al Casciano (134 lb.) “Four Bells”

#25 Lawrence Festa Memorial Trophy: (*24 hr.) Captain catching
the first Mako of the season from Jones Inlet.
Chris Bellinzoni (134 lb.) “Four Bells”
#26 Norb Schlichtig Memorial Trophy:  Member outstanding serv-
ice. To Be Announced
#27 Tim Kryscuk Memorial Trophy: Lady Member catching the
largest Bluefish of the season. Not Awarded
#28 Joe King Sr. Memorial Trophy: (*24 hr.) Largest Dolphin sailing
from Jones, Fire Island or Debs Inlet. 
Peter Cefai (9.81 lb.) “Dolce Vita”
#29 John Shiel Spinning Tackle Trophy: Most outstanding catch
caught on spinning tackle using 2-12 lb line.
Joe King 2.3 lb. Flounder 8 lb. test “Shinnecock Canal”
Paul Grippo Memorial Equalizer Trophy Fluke: Children’s Award
for largest Fluke (12 and under).
#30 Global: To Be Announced
#31 West: To Be Announced
Paul Grippo Memorial Equalizer Trophy Bluefish: Children’s
Award for largest Bluefish (12 and under).
#32 Global: Not Awarded
#33 West: Not Awarded
#34 Ed Keneske Jr. Memorial Trophy: awarded for outstanding
service by a board member.To Be Announced
#35 Benjamin Mikoleski Memorial: awarded to the member
catching the largest winter flounder of the year.
John Funicello (5.81 lb.) “Blackfin”
#36 Bob Neuman AVentura II” Memorial Trophy :largest winter
flounder caught by a child or grandchild. Not Awarded
#37 Jack Kennedy Memorial Captains Award: largest tuna.
Capt. John Jutt (109 lb. Bluefin) “Red Dawn Rising”
#38 Jack Kennedy Memorial Captains Award: (*24 hr.) largest
striped bass.
Adam Bollaci (59.75 lb.) “Hooker”
#39 Jack Kennedy Memorial Captains Award:
(*24 hr.) largest bluefish.
Adam Bollaci (16.19 lb.) “Hooker”
Ed Schuh Memorial Angler Awards Jones, Debs, Fire Island:
Cod, weakfish, blackfish, seabass & fluke.
#40 Cod: John Funicello (20.13 lb.) “Truce”
#41 Weakfish: Not Awarded 
#42 Blackfish: Peter Groner (10.94 lb.) “Endless Summer II”
#43 Seabass: Nick Nero (4.38 lb.) “Dolce Vita”
#44 Fluke: John Koenig (10.25 lb.) “No Boat Name”
Jigsy Silber Memorial Global Anglers Award: Cod, weakfish,
blackfish, seabass & fluke.
#45 Cod: John Funicello (20.13 lb.) “Truce”
#46 Weakfish: Not Awarded
#47 Blackfish: Peter Groner (10.94 lb.) “Endless Summer II” 
#48 Seabass: Dennis Cataldo (5.19 lb.) “Sarah K”
#49 Fluke: Glenn Grippo (10.4 lb.) “Inky”
#50 Ed Swanson Memorial Angler of the Year: member obtaining
the most points for twelve different species. To Be Announced
#51 John V. Festa Memorial Tagging Award: member who tags
the most game fish of the season.
Not Awarded
#52 Barry Simon Captains Award: awarded to the member cap-
tain, most points achieved for seabass, Codfish & blackfish sailing
from debs to fire island inlet. To Be Announced
#53 Anthony Testa Sr. Memorial Award: angler largest fluke
Jones inlet
John Koenig (10.25 lb.) “No Boat Name”

Congratulations to all our members

ANNUAL AWARDS 2017 SEASON DRAFT RESULTS



of Merrick
SOUTH SHORE MARINE SUPPLY

Bait & Tackle
“Your One Stop Source”

4108 Merrick Rd.
Massapequa, NY 11758

516-557-2510
516-557-2512 Fax

Best Prices, Premium Products, 
Knowledgeable Staff

We have all your boating & fishing needs

VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE:
SouthShoreMarineSupply.com

BLUE MARLIN
BOATS

Used Boats Bought, Sold & Brokered
for current listings log on to 

WWW.BLUEMARLINBOATS.NET
4076 Merrick Road, Seaford, NY 11783

Tel: (516) 679-2121 • Fax: (516) 679-2739

Long Island’s Most Complete Selection of Inshore, Freshwater
and Surf Fishing Equipment • Custom Built Rods

MIKE NICOLETTI & BOB TURTURELLO
3031 Merrick Road, Wantagh, NY 11793

516.785.3223 • Fax: 516.679.6815
www.causewaybaitandtackle.com

500 SOUTH MAIN STREET | FREEPORT, NY 11520
TEL: (516) 546-8880 | FAX: (516) 378-1505

SALES OFFICE NEW & PRE-OWNED:
TEL (516) 771-7020
FAX (516) 771-7348

ALGROVERSMARINE.COM
STRONGSMARINE.COM

BUY • SELL • TRADE

Official Printer for
The Freeport Tuna Club
DISCOUNTS FOR ALL MEMBERS
255 Sunrise Highway, Merrick, NY 11566

Tel 516.546.2312 • Fax 516.623.0870
web: www.mmpmk.com • e-mail: Info@mmpmk.com

Prager Metis is proud to support the
Freeport Tuna Club
Tim Sherman, CPA/CFF, CFE

T 516.921.8900 ext. 549    E tsherman@pragermatis.com
99 Sunnyside Boulevard | Woodbury, NY 11797

New York | New Jersey | Los Angeles | London
www.pragermatis.com



FREEPORT BASED

FREE TOWING FOR MEMBERS

CALL ABOUT DISCOUNTED 

FTC MEMBER RATES

516-623-4183

Tel. 516-377-7720
Fax 516-223-9155

Summer Dockage • Winter Storage • Short Hauls

389 South Main St.
Freeport, NY 11520

Tel. 516-377-7720
Fax. 516-377-7723

BOAT INSURANCE
516-208-6569

BEST RATE  BEST CARRIERS
FREE GIFT WITH A QUOTE

FREE GAS CARD FOR FREEPORT TUNA CLUB MEMBERS

JASON BOLOGNIN
jbolognini@farmersagent.com



FUEL • BAIT • TACKLE 

WOODCLEFT FISHING
STATION

FULL LINE OF FISHING GEAR
447 Woodcleft Avenue | Freeport, NY 11520

516 • 378 • 8748

Richie Rosenkranz
FTC MEMBER

SeaIsle-Tackle.com
(516) 868-8855

Fax : (516) 546-2983
Sales@SeaIsle-Tackle.com

Complete Selection of Tackle
Complete Line of Custom Rods
Complete Line of Rod Building Supplies
Complete Inhouse Repairs
Complete Selection of Live, Fresh & Frozen Baits
Completely Helpful and Friendly Staff 

The Complete Tackle Shop

PANDAMAN
PAINTING - PAPER HANGING

SPECIALIST
Paper Removal/Sheetrock Work • Tape/Spackle

Decorative Moldings Installed

Neat, Clean, Professional Service

Powerwashing • 30 Years Experience

WE DO IT ALL & MORE!

516.781.4011
BOB PANDY

SOUTH SHORE 
COMPUTER SERVICES
“Technology, Sales and Staff Augmentation Services”

24/7/365

Ed Faza
516.238.2724

ed@southshorecomputerservices.com

     
   

   
 

   
  

 

     
   

   
 

   
  

(631) 274-7042
     

   
   

 

   
  

 

• Custom Hand Tied Rigs 
• Onsite Reel Repair

• All Baits 
• Inshore/Offshore

   
  

 

434 Rutgers Road
West Babylon, NY 11704



35th Annual New York
Sportfishing Federation
Show & Auction

Freeport Recreation Center
Saturday 2/17 & Sunday 2/18, 2018

WE NEED YOUR HELP
Volunteers Needed
TO SET UP & MAN THE BOOTH

Please Contact Bob Pandy 
at 516-781-4011

Post Office Box 5
Freeport, New York 11520

Deliver To:

• WANTED  90 – 115 Horse Outboard, 20” Shaft, 2002
or newer. Call Dave G. (516) 286-8293

FREEPORT
TUNA CLUB, INC.

Chartered to Promote
Sport-fishing & Conservation

FTC 2018 DIRECTORS
 President                     Matt Cardone
 Vice President             Adam Bollaci
 2nd Vice President      Rick Totten
 Treasurer                      John Daum 
 Secretary                      Sharon Missan 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SPECIAL ADVISORS
Bob Sabella 
Ray Geiger
Kevin Killelea

Jim Azzi 
Chris Bellinzoni
Paul Cunningham
Ken Donowski
Alan Evelyn
Capt. John J. Jutt, Sr.

Bob Pandy 
Keith Reilly
Jim Rooney
John Rooney
Gene Schettini

SAVE THE DATE!
The FTC Game Dinner 
Date: Saturday, March 10th 2018

for a great evening with fellow 
hunters and fishermen

Place: Curé of Ars Church
Auditorium
6 - 11 PM | Donation:$55

raffles | door prizes | great food
tickets on sale now | seating is limited
So Don’t Wait!!

For tickets, game donations and volunteering 
please contact: bob benzenberg 516.521.7378
Joe disalvo 516.317.7855 | ray geiger 917.862.4321

If any members’ wives would like to donate 
a dessert, please contact Bob Benzenberg...

CLASSIFIED


