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President’s Message
Dear Members,

I wish to thank former FTC president Bob Pandy for 
his swearing in assistance at our January GM and to our
exiting president Chris Scarpantonio for his dedication and
tireless efforts on behalf of our club this past year.

Thanks to Chris Squeri and Bob Sabella for last month’s
FTC history lesson.  Some very enlightening club facts
were shared by all present.  Kudos gentleman!

I also wish to congratulate our new Membership Chairman
and Board  Member, Bob McVey for stepping up in a 
grand way.  I have no doubt that Bob will bring a lot to the
table this coming year for our club.

Winter has certainly descended upon us with a vengeance 
thus far.  This is even more reason to get down to the GM
this month to share your stories of warmer days with other
members.  If you have not yet sent your 2015 dues in yet,
the GM is also the perfect venue to drop them off in person.

There a few noteworthy events that are coming up 
this month. First up is the New York Sportsfishing Show
February 13-15 at the Freeport Recreation Center. The
FTC will once again have a booth manned by the capable
hands of Bob Pandy and his crew of volunteers.  Please
contact Bob if you would like to assist this year.  I plan on
being there all weekend so come by and represent the 
FTC if you can!

Next up will be the much
anticipated 2015 FTC Wild
Game Dinner on February 28th
at the Cure of Ars auditorium 
in Merrick from 6-11pm.  As our
motto states, “We aren’t just
tuna” and this event is a shining
example thereof.  Your hosts for
this culinary masterpiece once
again will be Bob Benzenberg,
Joe DiSalvo and yours truly.
Please contact one of us
directly if you wish to attend 
as tickets are limited due to
popular demand.

Spring does not officially start until March 20, 6:45 P.M.
EDT, but hey, whose counting.  I hope to see you all at 
GM this month if possible and to all members who are 
able to fish in warmer climes, I salute you.

Best Fishes ----

Ray Geiger

President

NEXT GM
Thursday, February 12, 2015 

at 7:30 pm 
Cure Of Ars
Auditorium

Merrick Avenue • Merrick
(Between Sunrise Highway and Merrick Road)

The speaker for our February GM is 
Chris Ramos Pelagic Outfitters



FISHING
REPORT

Winter
haS
arrived          

While fishing early in the

new year I often think to

myself  “is this the beginning

of the new season or really the end of last season”? Until 

the winter fishery shuts down due plummeting water temps 

and reduced salinity (due to run off), in my mind, it’s still last

season. I thought we got off pretty easy in December and most

of January from a weather standpoint and maybe, just maybe,

an easy winter was in store for Long Island. Wrong! The

patterns have changed for the worst with a parade of fronts

coming through and cold arctic air moving south.  Last season

may have just come to an abrupt end.    

In last month’s report, I mentioned that the COD grounds

would be put to the test on the west end due to closures on

blackfish and seabass.  If you are hungry to read and live

vicariously through fishing reports, the Captain Al’s facebook

page is a good cure for cabin fever. Capt. Al’s reports

mentioned some nice catches of cod inshore, with lots of action

and enough keepers to make things interesting. A couple of

other second hand reports gave me the incentive I needed to

get the Emily S off the dock. Since reports are few and far

between, I’ll share a couple of my own in some detail. On the

first exploratory trip I had Captains John Jutt and  Jim Krug

onboard. Conditions were pretty bad, with stiff east winds, but

we hit a few drops and picked a couple cod on each, along with

some short blackfish.  The last drop on the Hempstead Reef

was the best, we ended with 15 cod that day with enough

keepers to provide a few dinners, in just a few hours.  We were

able to make another trip, this time with great conditions and a

crew consisting of my son Paul, Captain John Jutt, and my

good friend and venerable crew member  Charles “Chuckee”

Gifford.  We started where we left off on the last trip but 20

minutes later, had only 1 cod to show for our efforts and not

another bite.  Next drop, not a touch.  The words of the late /

great Captain John DeMaio came to mind, “some of my worst

days started like this”. Went a little deeper to another wreck,

no cod, short blacks were biting. Some encouragement

anyway.  Left the area and went south and west to 75’ water,

couple of quick drifts, nothing. Kept moving west, anchored up

on the “kingpin” wreck in that particular area. Before the

anchors come tight all rods are bending, we had a nice shot of

fish, couple of double headers, great bight. When the smoke

cleared we had boated 30 cod, with about half being keepers.

Plenty of fish for us. Conditions were deteriorating, but I wanted

to try another drop a little further west.  Couple of quick drifts,

couple of more fish, the cod were there and we left them biting.

Hit the dock at 1:00PM.  The most recent reports from inshore

west end have the cod fishing all but shut down, we’ll see if it

can bounce back, maybe early in the “new season”. 

Moving east, the King Cod out of Moriches had some nice

reports but recently ran into tougher fishing, with cold water

reported and new areas needing to be explored.

Montauk had some moments but the most recent I heard

was an abysmal trip with only one keeper cod reported for an

entire party boat. Bring on the new season ! 

For 2015,  i encourage all FTC members to please

bombard me with reports and pictures to share with our

membership. Thanks to all who contributed last year, it

makes writing the Tuna Tower News report far more

enjoyable.         

Please email your reports to philton@optonline.net; or

text/call me at 516.721.8907. 

Don’t forget to send pictures and catch details for

consideration by the Bulletin Committee for “Catch of the

Month”. 

~ Sincerely, 

Paul Hilton F/V Emily S

Cod Crew at Work
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BLUE MARLIN
BOATS

Used Boats Bought, Sold & Brokered
for current listings log on to 

WWW.BLUEMARLINBOATS.NET
4076 Merrick Road, Seaford, NY 11783

Tel. (516) 679-2121 •  Fax (516) 679-2739

Best Prices, Premium Products, 

Knowledgeable Staff

We have all your boating & fishing needs

VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE:

SouthShoreMarineSupply.com

SOUTH SHORE MARINE SUPPLY

� Bait & Tackle  �
“Your One Stop Source”

4108 Merrick Rd.
Massepequa, NY 11758

516-557-2510
516-557-2512 Fax

500 SOUTH MAIN STREET
FREEPORT, NY 11520
TEL: (516) 546-8880
FAX: (516) 378-1505

AL
GROVER’S

HIGH&DRY
MARINA

500 SOUTH MAIN STREET
FREEPORT, NY 11520
TEL: (516) 546-8880
FAX: (516) 378-1505

AL
GROVER’S

HIGH & DRY
MARINA

SALES OFFICE NEW & PRE-OWNED:
TEL. (516) 771-7020
FAX (516) 771-7348

WWW.ALGROVERSMARINE.COM
WWW.SPELLMANSMARINE.COM
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SALES OFFICE NEW & PRE-OWNED:
TEL. (516) 771-7020
FAX (516) 771-7348

WWW.ALGROVERSMARINE.COM
WWW.SPELLMANSMARINE.COM

BUY • SELL • TRADE



FUEL • BAIT • TACKLE 

WOODCLEFT FISHING
STATION

FULL LINE OF FISHING GEAR

447 Woodcleft Avenue Freeport, NY 11520

516 • 378 • 8748

Richie Rosenkranz
FTC MEMBER

Wasabi Sportfishing 

 
Offering Open Boat & Private Charters 

For Tuna, Shark, Sword, Mahi & 
Anything else that swims on the edge 

 

516-650-1759 
Capt. Chris Gerhart, 50 Ton USCG Master 

PANDAMAN

PAINTING - PAPER HANGING
SPECIALIST

Paper Removal / Sheetrock Work • Tape / Spackle
Decorative Moldings Installed
Neat Clean Professional Service

Powerwashing • 30 Years Experience
WE DO IT ALL & MORE!

516.781.4011
BOB PANDY

www.TrophyTackle.com

Long Island’s Most Complete Selection of Inshore, Freshwater

and Surf Fishing Equipment • Custom Built Rods

MIKE NICOLETTI & BOB TURTURELLO
3031 Merrick Road, Wantagh, NY  11793

516.785.3223 • Fax: 516.679.6815
www.causewaybaitandtackle.com

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY 

(718) 850-0700

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY

(718) 850-0700

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

www.TrophyTackle.com

www.TrophyTackle.comwww.TrophyTackle.com

434 Rutgers Road
West Babylon, NY 11704

SeaIsle-Tackle.com
(516) 868-8855

Fax : (516) 546-2983
Sales@SeaIsle-Tackle.com

Complete Selection of Tackle
Complete Line of Custom Rods
Complete Line of Rod Building Supplies
Complete Inhouse Repairs
Complete Selection of Live, Fresh & Frozen Baits
Completely Helpful and Friendly Staff 

The Complete Tackle Shop

SOUTH SHORE 

COMPUTER SERVICES

“Technology, Sales and Staff Augmentation Services”

24/7/365

Ed Faza
516.238.2724

ed@southshorecomputerservices.com



annual 
Salmon trip

Lake Ontario,
Rochester, 
New York

July 25th & 26th 

FEBRUARY 2015 DERBY 
AWARDS & CONTEST REPORT

Awards Chairman: Captain Bill Morrogh
Committee Team: Captain Larry Festa, 

Captian Michael Zullo
You’ll find an insert in this issue listing our tentative 2014 Annual

Awards winners. The committee worked long and hard to compile 
the list of winners and identify the candidates for the discretionary
awards. Please look over the winners. If you have a problem or 
see an error please contact Bill Morrogh at the February GM or call @
516-781-4667. I hope that everyone will make an effort to attend the
March GM where we will recognize all these deserving anglers!

The committee is currently working on the 2015 Derby dates. We
will post them on our website as soon as the dates are finalized.

The committee would like to wish everyone a safe and productive
2015 Derby season. Let’s get those weigh slips in on time and fill 
them out completely! -Bill Morrogh

Tickets are limited
so book early and

don’t miss out!
Call for info

Bob - 516-679-9200
Ray - 917-862-4321
Joe - 516-317-7855
www.FTCfishing.com

In the past year, the Freeport
Tuna Club and the outdoor

community lost a great friend,
Mitch Vidur.  Our friend

Mitch passionately lived to
hunt and fish. His entire life
exemplified what an outdoor
sportsman should be.  He was

a true gentleman and
although he will not be sitting
at our dinner table, his spirit

shall forever be. 

Catch 
Of The
Month
iced SnOWY
GrOUPer  

How appropriate given the weather, Our Catch of the Month

goes to Don “Splitshot” Granger who fished on the Gon Fishin VI

out of Islamorata recently and winched up a nice Snowy Grouper

from 400ft of water. The catch included yellow eye snapper,

vermilion snapper, porgy, tile fish and several other species. 

Congrats of the Catch of the Month!

Send in those pictures! 
For bragging rights,  please email me at philton@optonline.net

or text me at 516-721-8907 to be considered  for “Catch of the
Month” by the bulletin committee.  

Include pictures and some catch details.  Thanks to all who
submitted entries this Month and please keep them coming.   

~ Paul Hilton / Emily S

Contact Woody 516-236-1549 for further 
details at the GM & posted in the FTC Bulletin

house & raffles
Big increase in raffle prizes for March,
April & May We need your attendance.



Ship Store

See us at the next GM 
Special New Year 

Pricing!

PROPERTY 
MANAGER’S REPORT

The summer lease agreements for 2015 have been 
mailed. Starting this year, the club is using the “Quickbooks”
accounting system to invoice members for summer leases 
and winter storage. Rather than receiving a letter outlining a
payment schedule, members will receive invoice each time a
payment is due. This will allow both the members and the club
to keep better track of their respective financial obligations.

Errors may occur when implementing any new system. So
if you have question, concern, or believe that an error has 
occurred, please bring this to my attention immediately so 
I may address the issue and resolve it.

Please feel free to contact me about thoughts and opinions
with the new system for the billing of winter storage and 
summer leases.

Note my new email address and work phone number. 

Capt. Alan Evelyn, Cell: 917-750-8710, Work: 516-299-2523,
Email: capt.al@fishtaxiny.com.

GOOD AND WELFARE
Condolences to Dr. John Weber & Family on the passing of

John’s Dad. Dennis Cataldo's daughter Alicia has graduated
from Hofstra Law School, passed the N Y Bar Exam and has
secured a great job. We send our congradulations to Dennis and
Alicia. Also Denis has had recent surgery and is recuperating at
his home in Florida. Get well soon Dennis. Dennis has also
stepped  down as Chairman of the Conservation committee.

ENTERTAINMENT
The speaker for our February GM is Chris Ramos of Pelagic

Outfitters located in Lindenhurst at 51 West Montauk Highway.
Chris is a true fisherman and currently holds a 50 ton USCG
Masters license as well. His first offshore trip was in 1981 when
he was only nine years old!  To date he has over 250 trips to
the ledge in his logbook, which is amazing.  GM this Thursday
and share some time with Chris and your fellow FTC members.

1314 1ST AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY  10021

212.717.7403

WWW.CIGARINN.COM

THE CIGAR INN

PaUL SChUBer haS nOthinG 
tO rePOrt Other than thiS 

iS the BeSt FiShinG CLUB!



FREEPORT BASED

FREE TOWING FOR MEMBERS

CALL ABOUT DISCOUNTED 

FTC MEMBER RATES

516-623-4183

Tel. 516-377-7720
Fax 516-223-9155
el. 516-377-7720TTel. 516-377-7720

Fax 516-223-9155

ADVERTISING:

Advertisers are needed to 
help fund this publication. 

If you or anyone you know who like 
to advertise please contact John Jutt 

at jjutt@mmpmk.com 
or call 

516-546-2312



Post Office Box 5
Freeport, New York 11520

Deliver To:

• Beautiful Canal Front Property, large corner lot, water,
electricity, concrete pilings with active permit for 3 
bedroom, 2 bath, 1300 square foot home with additional
screened balconies. Excellent canal with immediate
deep water access from channel  to Atlantic or Gulf.  
Excellent fishing without any fishing pressure. Twenty-
two miles from Key West on Cudjoe Key. Greatly
reduced to $168,000 negotiable. Contact Dennis Cataldo
516-884-0707.

• Dock Space, Floating Dock. Good for 23’-24’. Boat off 
Hudson Canal.  Call Sy Karp @ 516-632-9770.

• Availabe: up to 12 cement blocks. You pick the number 
you need, they are yours, no charge Dr. John Weber  
516-551-8337.

• For Sale - Down Rigger Model #600, $85.00. Down Rigger
Model #620,$100.00 (No Ball or Mounting Brackets), 
Captain’s Winch, $100.00.  CALL DON at 516-567-4385.

CLASSIFIED:

To place an ad in our classified 
Contact Capt. John Jutt  (516) 546-2312  
or E-mail to:   JJutt@mmpmk.com

Saturday February 28nd,  6PM - 11PM
Cure of Ars Auditorium

2323 Merrick Ave, Merrick, NY, 11566
Entrance on Hewlett Avenue

Between Sunrise HWY & Merrick Rd

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER
NYSDEC FISH & WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST

JOSHUA STILLER - DEER AND COYOTES & DEER SEARCH
Lots of raffles and door prizes!!

Come break out of that cabin fever and enjoy the night out with
wild food, good spirits, and share your hunting stories with your

friends.  Reserve your table with your hunting buddies.

Tickets are $45.00 per person

Freeport
Tuna Club, Inc. Chartered to Promote

Sport-fishing & Conservation

FTC 2015 Directors

 President                          Ray Geiger
 1st Vice President            John Rooney
 2nd Vice President           Kevin Killelea
 Treasurer                          John Daum
 Secretary                          Capt. William Morrogh

Board of Directors

 

Special Advisors
Bob Pandy 

Chris Scarpantonio
Capt. Bill Toohey 

Bob McVey
Sharon Missan
Don Morin
Jim Rooney
Bob Sabella
Paul Schuber
Joe Steiner

Woody Anderson
Jim Azzi
Alan Evelyn
John Gerrity
Don Granger
Capt. John J. Jutt Sr.
Kevin Killelea


