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President’s Message
Welcome to the February Freeport Tuna Club
newsletter , it seems like mother nature is taking a
liking to beating up the Northeast this winter... Well
we have a few things going on this month that I
believe can help our members get past the winter
woes. First up is  the New York Sports Fishing
Federation show at the Freeport Recreation
Center, the show is Friday, February 14th to
Sunday the 16th. Our own Captain Chris Gerhart
of "Wasabi fame" will be doing a seminar on Tuna
fishing, I'm sure that will be very informative as well
as entertaining. Past president Bob Pandy will be
coordinating the Freeport Tuna Club booth ,
Please see or speak to Bob about volunteering to
man the booth. Next on the agenda will be our now
infamous Freeport Tuna Club Wild Game Dinner
which is on Saturday February 22nd from 6pm to
11pm at Cure of Ars auditorium , great food , cold
beer , sweet raffles and maybe a few tall stories,
so come on down and support our club. Our
entertainment for the February GM will be Paul

McCain of River Bay outfitters
from right here in Oceanside
,he specializes in Fly fishing
So lets get a great turnout
together for Paul and a warm
FTC welcome.

Well here is something to
think about Senator Charles
Schumer said that New York
appears to have support from
a federal fisheries council to
ease restrictions on Fluke quotas for recreational
fishing , With a winning vote this month it could
mean New York recreational anglers would be able
to keep a four bag limit of 18inch Fluke ....
hopefully this vote goes our way.

~ Chris Scarpantonio
President 

NEXT GM
Thursday, Feb. 13th 2014 

at 7:30 pm 
Cure Of Ars Auditorium

Merrick Avenue • Merrick
(Between Sunrise Highway and Merrick Road)

Our guest speaker this month is licensed guide
Paul McCain of River Bay Outfitters located in

Oceanside. see more inside

NEXT GM
Thursday, Feb. 13th 2014 

at 7:30 pm 
Cure Of Ars Auditorium

Merrick Avenue • Merrick
(Between Sunrise Highway and Merrick Road)



Throughout the fluke season many other fine fluke were
also caught in the best horse race of this Calcutta’s 

history. Some other fish of note:

Bob Bohlert with what looked to
be a very strong contender and

his personnel best, a 10 lb
Freeport Fluke caught on 

August 27th

Charlie Goldstein angled a tagged &
released 9 lb Montauk Fluke on 

September 1st 

Anthony Testa Jr. also with a 9 lb.
Montauk Fluke 

Captain Billy christened his all new “F/V
White Knight” with a very fine 10.1 lb.
fluke caught at Buoy #4 on a live 
snapper August 23rd.

August 4th Charlie Sporing, “F/V Rambunctious” & crew 2 tip-
ping the scales with a 9.3 lbs and 9.1 lb Montauk Fluke.

Our final fluke of the season that was not
in the Calcutta but made the boards in
great style was Captain Paul Hilton’s
“never got around to handing in my ten
bucks” very fine personnel best a whopping
11.5 lb. Freeport Fluke caught on Septem-
ber 15th.

That about wraps it up for this month. My
congratulations to all the fine anglers who
made the boards with their trophy Fluke &

a very fine well done to all of our “Duke of Fluke” Winners.
- Captain Larry Festa

The fish was a sure lock, until August 13th near the
end of the season when Joe Mangiapanello did the
hat trick and bested an 11.4 lb Shinnecock Fluke. 

FISHING REPORT
“Duke of Fluke Calcutta Award”

This month is a great month to re-cap on one of our club’s most
competitive contests. What leaps off the page is our highly
competitive “Duke of Fluke Calcutta Award”.  What makes this
award so special is that it is an inshore contest that allows our
entire membership to compete in. 

The contest was spearheaded by past two term President,
Captain Mike Sullivan. In addition to being a two term President,
Captain Mike Sullivan has chaired more committees than any
other member I can recognize in my past 30 years as a member. 

From Membership to Treasury, Property & Finance are only a few
of Mike’s commitments to our club. His latest accomplishment
was his relentless achievement in getting out FTC taxes reduced.
For that we all once again thank Captain Mike as our most
valuable “Player of the Year”!

Our “Duke of Fluke Award” hit the ground running in 2005. The
rules were simple; a locally caught fluke with a modest entry fee
of $10.00. The contest appealed to all of our members who fished
from Freeport to Montauk Point. A re-cap of those winners are as
follows:

2005 Scott Schafer with a 10 lb 1 oz Montauk Fluke

2006 Bob Benzenberg with an 11 lb 4 oz Freeport Fluke

2007 Joe Fanora with a 13 lb Freeport Fluke

2008 Tom Schwender with a 13 lb. Shinnecock Fluke

2009 Don Granger with an 11 lb 3 oz Freeport Fluke

2010 a Tie with both Anthony Testa & Bob Sabella’s 9 lb
Montauk & Freeport Fluke

2011 Charlie Sporing with a 9 lb 8 oz Montauk Fluke

2012 Jack Krug with a 10 lb 10 oz Montauk Fluke

2013 Joe Mangiapanello with an 11 lb 4 oz Shinnecock Fluke

When you re-cap & look at this very fairly structured award you
can see that no matter where you fish east or west your odds of
winning were the same.

In 2013 if ever there was a true horse race it was this year…. And
the winner was not announced until the “Fat Lady Sung”.

In 2013 we had 83 entrants, a very fine competitive group from
both the eastern & western ends of long Island.

Our 1st fish of the year was weighed in
by John J. Weber III with a whopping 10
lb 8 oz Freeport fish caught at the Loop
Bridge on July 12th.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROPERTY
Summer leases are coming in and I pleased to report that we
now have one person on the waiting list for a slip. So if you do
not plan to on leasing a slip this year, please let me know as
soon as possible. A few members still have outstanding bal-
ances for winter storage. I would appreciate payment before
the February GM so we can close the books for 2013.  Please
feel free to contact me if you wish to discuss any lease issues.

The FTC Board has authorized the rebuilding of the gate and
the committee is out getting bids from several companies. We
should have this completed by early spring.

I wish to welcome several new members to the Property Com-
mittee. Dennis Eberhart, Ed Faza, Kenny Kapner, and Kevin
Killelea have joined the committee. I also wish to thank long
time members Al Casciano, John Gerrity, Don Granger, and
Bob Sabella for their willingness to continue serving on the
property committee.

Alan J Evelyn

Property Manager

Work: 646-312-2208

Cell:    917-750-8710

Email: alan.evelyn@baruch.cuny.edu

GOOD AND WELFARE 
Good & Welfare: It is with sadness that I report that our
oldest member Paul Pezar has passed away this past
fall . We where  just notified recently of his passing. Our
prayers and thoughts go out to his family. On a lighter
note Congradulations  to member Dan Polera on the
birth of his granddaughter. Hope all are well . Jeff

MEMBERSHIP
Congratulations to new Life Member past President Bob Pandy. 

Condolences to the family of long time member Paul Pezar who
we learned passed away this fall.

Membership renewal letters have been mailed out.  If you do
not receive one contact the membership committee at
ftc1937@verizon.net.  Payment is due January 1, 2014. The
dues are $250 for regular members and $275 for family mem-
bers. 

Sponsor a new club member and receive a $100 credit toward
your next year’s membership dues. 

There are two special events this month at which the Member-
ship Committee and others will be recruiting new members: 1)
The NY Sportfishing Federation Forum and Auction- Feb 14th
to 16th at the Freeport Rec Center and 2) the Club’s own Wild
Game Dinner Saturday February 22nd.

1314 1ST AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY  10021

212.717.7403

WWW.CIGARINN.COM

THE CIGAR INN



DECEMBER 2014 DERBY 
AWARDS & CONTEST REPORT

Awards Chairman: Captain Bill Morrogh
Committee Team: Captain Larry Festa, 

Captian Michael Zullo

You’ll find an insert in this issue listing our 2013 Annual Awards

winners. The committee worked long and hard to compile the

list of winners and identify the candidates for the discretionary

awards. Please look over the winners. If you have a problem or

see an error please contact Bill Morrogh at the February GM or

call @ 516-781-4667. I hope that everyone will make an effort

to attend the March GM where we will recognize all these 

deserving anglers!

The committee is currently working on the 2014 Derby dates.

We will post them on our website ASAP. We will also be bring-

ing back our “at-a-glance” reference cards this year to help

everyone with the Derby dates. 

The committee would like to wish everyone a safe and produc-

tive 2014 Derby season. Let’s get those weigh slips in on time!  

-Bill Morrogh

CATCH OF THE MONTH

Ship Store
New Apparel

is on order

See us at the next

GM in January

Joe Wade spent some time in Belize, where the fishing was
apparently a lot better than what we have been experienc-
ing on Long Island. 

Joe’s catch included
grouper, snapper, wahoo
and Spanish mackerel. A
very impressive pile of fish.
Congrats on the Catch of
the Month !

Send in those pictures ! 
For bragging rights,  please email
me at philton@optonline.net  or
text me at 516 721 8907 to be con-
sidered  for “Catch of the Month” by
the bulletin committee.  

Include a picture and some catch
details.  Thanks to all who submit-
ted entries this Month and please
keep them coming.   

– Paul Hilton / Emily S

Catch of the Month – Belize Mixed Bag   
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FREEPORT TUNA CLUB COMMITTEES 2014 
January 28, 2014 

President 

Christopher Scarpantonio 

1
st
 Vice President        2

nd
 Vice President      Secretary   Treasurer 

Jim Azzi         Ray Geiger         Bill Morrogh    John Daum  
(Non-Fishing related Committees)  (Fishing related Committees)       

 

Non-Fishing Related Committees 

Finance   Property  House   Entertainment 

Tim Sherman*  Alan Evelyn*   Paul Cunningham Tim Sherman 

Jim Krug  Ed Faza  Jim Azzi  Ray Geiger* 

Raplh Drewes  John Gerrity*  Woody Anderson* Alan Evelyn 

Chris Sarpantonio Don Granger  Don Morin   

Mike Sullivan  Al Casciano  Ray Geiger  Good & Welfare  

Bob Sabella  Bob Sabella  Gerald Amitrano Jeff Squeri* 

Chris Squeri  Dennis Eberhart    Chris Squeri 

Paul Noto  Kevin Killelea      

Special Events  Membership  Web-Site  Press & P/R 

Bob Pandy*  Michael Sullivan* Theresa Morrogh* Chris Squeri*   

Joe Jahn  Jeff Squeri  Don Granger      

Al Casciano  Bob McVey  Bill Morrogh  Yearbook 

Harry Weinblatt Lawrence Festa    Pending 

   Tim Sherman 

   Peter Monteleone 

   Alan Evelyn 

   Nick Nero 

Raffle Prize  Bulletin  Holiday Party Nominating   

Paul Cunningham* John Jutt*  Ray Geiger *  &Rules  

   Paul Hilton  Woody Anderson Pending 

Ships Store  Michael Sullivan   

Paul Schuber*  Lawrence Festa     

Rosemary Schuber        

    Fishing Related Committees            

Awards & Contest   Derbies  Shoot-Outs    Captain/Angler 

Bill Morrogh*    Bill Morrogh*  Chris Bellinzoni Bob Pandy*, Bob Sabella 

Michael Zullo     Michael Zullo  John Rooney  Jimmy Azzi, Ken Donen 

Lawrence Festa Lawrence Festa    Joe Steiner, Don Morin 

Conservation  Fishing Reports Open Clinic  Bill Hines, Woody Anderson 

Dennis Cataldo* Lawrence Festa* Chris Bellinzoni Sharon Missan, Ken Kapner 

Bill Toohey          

Rodeos  Tournaments  

Pending  Matt Errett* 

 

Special Advisors: 

     Bob Pandy, John Rooney, Bill Toohey 

Paul has been an avid fly fisherman for over 30 years,

having traveled the Americas in search of the "perfect

spot".  He is an accomplished in the art of fly tying and

has taught classes for both the Long Island Flyrodders

and Trout Unlimited. Paul will be tying flies, demonstrat-

ing casting technique and entertaining us with his trove

of fishing knowledge.

Come to the February GM and enjoy the art of the fly!

Entertainment



Of Merrick

Official Printer for

The Freeport Tuna Club

DISCOUNTS FOR ALL MEMBERS

255 Sunrise Highway, Merrick, N.Y. 11566

Tel 516.546.2312 • Fax 516.623.0870
web: www.mmpmk.com  •  e-mail: Info@mmpmk.com

BLUE MARLIN
BOATS

Used Boats Bought, Sold & Brokered

for current listings log on to 

www.BlUemarlinBoatS.net

4076 merrick road, Seaford, nY 11783

Tel. (516) 679-2121 •  Fax (516) 679-2739

Best Prices, Premium Products, 

Knowledgeable Staff

We have all your boating & fishing needs

VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE:

SouthShoreMarineSupply.com

SOUTH SHORE MARINE SUPPLY
� Bait & Tackle  �

“Your One Stop Source”

4108 Merrick Rd.
Massepequa, NY 11758

516-557-2510
516-557-2512 Fax

500 SOUTH MAIN STREET

FREEPORT, NY 11520
TEL: (516) 546-8880
FAX: (516) 378-1505

AL
GROVER’S

HIGH&DRY
MARINA

500 SOUTH MAIN STREET
FREEPORT, NY 11520
TEL: (516) 546-8880
FAX: (516) 378-1505

AL
GROVER’S

HIGH & DRY
MARINA

SALES OFFICE NEW & PRE-OWNED:
TEL. (516) 771-7020
FAX (516) 771-7348

WWW.ALGROVERSMARINE.COM

WWW.SPELLMANSMARINE.COM

�	
���������������

SALES OFFICE NEW & PRE-OWNED:
TEL. (516) 771-7020
FAX (516) 771-7348

WWW.ALGROVERSMARINE.COM

WWW.SPELLMANSMARINE.COM

BUY • SELL • TRADE



Wasabi Sportfishing 

 
Offering Open Boat & Private Charters 

For Tuna, Shark, Sword, Mahi & 
Anything else that swims on the edge 

 

516-650-1759 
Capt. Chris Gerhart, 50 Ton USCG Master 

PANDAMAN
PaintinG - PaPer HanGinG

SPeCialiSt

Paper Removal / Sheetrock Work • Tape / Spackle
Decorative Moldings Installed

Neat Clean Professional Service
Powerwashing • 30 Years Experience

WE DO IT ALL & MORE!

516.781.4011
BOB PANDY

www.TrophyTackle.com

Long Island’s Most Complete Selection of Inshore, Freshwater
and Surf Fishing Equipment • Custom Built Rods

MIKE NICOLETTI & BOB TURTURELLO
3031 Merrick Road, Wantagh, NY  11793

516.785.3223 • Fax: 516.679.6815
www.causewaybaitandtackle.com

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY 

(718) 850-0700

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY

(718) 850-0700

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

www.TrophyTackle.com

www.TrophyTackle.comwww.TrophyTackle.com

434 Rutgers Road
West Babylon, NY 11704

SeaIsle-Tackle.com
(516) 868-8855

Fax : (516) 546-2983
Sales@SeaIsle-Tackle.com

Complete Selection of Tackle
Complete Line of Custom Rods
Complete Line of Rod Building Supplies
Complete Inhouse Repairs
Complete Selection of Live, Fresh & Frozen Baits
Completely Helpful and Friendly Staff 

The Complete Tackle Shop

FUEL • BAIT • TACKLE 

WOODCLEFT FISHING
STATION

FULL LINE OF FISHING GEAR

447 Woodcleft Avenue Freeport, NY 11520

516 • 378 • 8748

Richie Rosenkranz
FTC MEMBER

SOUTH SHORE 

COMPUTER SERVICES

“Technology, Sales and Staff Augmentation Services”

24/7/365

Ed Faza
516.238.2724

ed@southshorecomputerservices.com



HENRY R. JENET MEATS
WHOLESALE - RETAIL

Poultry, Beef, Lamb, Pork - Fresh Daily

106-57 160th Street
Jamaica, NY  11433

Tel. 718-291-5700 
FREEPORT TUNA CLUB MEMBER

(516) 232-0645
Sailing From Woodcleft Fishing Station

447 Woodcleft Avenue, Freeport, New York

CAPT. FRED BALTUSIS
Freeport, New York

Call To 
Customize 

Your Fishing 
Adventure 35 Ft. Custom Downeaster

FTC MEMBER

FREEPORT BASED

FREE TOWING FOR MEMBERS

CALL ABOUT DISCOUNTED 

FTC MEMBER RATES

516-623-4183

Tel. 516-377-7720
Fax 516-223-9155
el. 516-377-7720TTel. 516-377-7720

Fax 516-223-9155



Post Office Box 5
Freeport, New York 11520

Deliver To:

Freeport
Tuna Club, Inc.

Chartered to Promote
Sport-fishing & Conservation

FTC 2014 Directors

 President                          Chris Scarpantonio
 1st Vice President            Jim Azzi
 2nd Vice President           Ray Geiger
 Secretary                          Capt. William Morrogh
 Treasurer                          John Daum

Board of Directors

 Woody Anderson              Jim Rooney
 Jim Azzi                            Paul Schuber
Alan Evelyn                      Joe Steiner
 Ray Geiger                       Mike Sullivan
 John Gerrity                      Chris Squeri
 Don Granger                    Capt. John J. Jutt, Sr.
 Don Morin                         

Special Advisors
Pandy, Bob

Rooney, John 
Toohey, Bill

• Beautiful Canal Front Property, large corner lot, water, electricity, concrete 
pilings with active permit for 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 1300 square foot home 
with additional screened balconies. Excellent canal with immediate deep 
water access from channel  to Atlantic or Gulf.  Excellent fishing without any 
fishing pressure. Twenty-two miles from Key West on Cudjoe Key. Greatly 
reduced to $168,000 negotiable.  Contact Dennis Cataldo 516-884-0707.

• For Sale-Fishing tackle, rods, reels, lures, umbrella rigs, spoons, jigs, 
gaffs, plugs, etc. New and Used. Contact Dennis Cataldo at (516) 753-5433
for more information.

• 1997 Grady white 228 seafarer w/ solid transom 225 Yamaha salt water 
water series  fully loaded hardtop head  very low hours  mint in@out 
original owner in water will demo in Freeport $19,000 cell 516 642 5603. Tom. 

• For Sale 25 Foot Luhrs. $4,900, 2000 350 Crusader, Full Canvas Last Year. 
Ask for Ron at Sea Isle or Call home at (516) 796-4107.

• 2004 Keywest Center Console Sportsman 18.6 for sale!!! 115 Suzuki Four
Stroke with HRS!!! VERY CLEAN - live well, saltwater washdown, Bimini
Top, Garmin GPS, VHF, and seat coushins....Sips fuel!!!! $13,300.00
TRAILER INCLUDED!

CLASSIFIED:

Wild Game Dinner 2014
Saturday, February 22nd, 6-11 pm

Cure of Ars Auditorium
2323 Merrick Ave., Merrick, N.Y. 11566

(Entrance on Hewlett Ave., between Sunrise Hwy., & Merrick Rd.)

Special Guest Speaker Mr. Peter Fiduccia 
“e Deer Doctor”, New York’s own renowned author, 
Deer Hunter, Star of Woods N’ Water Television Series

Lots of raffles and door prizes!!
Come break out of that cabin fever and enjoy the night
out with Wild food, good spirits and share your hunting
stories with your friends. Reserve your table with your

hunting buddies.

Tickets $45.00 per person

Tickets limited so book it early and don’t miss out;


