
At the January GM we will be swearing in our newly elected Officers & Board for 2020

TUNA TOWER NEWS
Freeport Tuna Club, Inc.

Happy New Year! I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and Holiday Season and that this mes-
sage finds you all doing well. I would like to start by thanking the Board of Directors for allowing me
to serve a second term as President of the Freeport Tuna Club. It has been a great experience and I
am looking forward to what 2020 has to bring. Congratulations to the Bellinzoni family as they have
welcomed their second grandson to the family. 

For all that made it to the Christmas party we packed the house and a great time was had by all.
Thanks again to Ken and Danielle Donowski for coordinating a great event, they set the bar high and
we can hardly wait for next December.

The property is full and Bob Sabella and Don Grainger have done a great job setting us up for the
long winter months. Stay on the lookout for summer contracts - they will be in the mail soon. Also
stay on the lookout for membership renewals - they will also be arriving soon.

I ask all of the members that are interested, please consider joining a committee, there will be more information about them
all and who the chairs are at the January GM, see everyone then.

Adam Bollaci
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With such unsettling weather for the month of November, December
came in with a roar and really improving, went out like a fall breeze...
allowing angelers to venture out for a super month of fishing! On Sun-
day, 12/8 Bob Bohlert took his 26 by Regulator Joint Effort II to 17
fathoms. Broke through an inch of ice to get to the bay in 27°and ham-
mered the blackfish with 13 keepers to 6.25 lbs. Kevin Carmody was
high hook and had biggest tog. Joe Rosimini, Jimmy McInerney and
Ron Bohlert rounded out an all star crew! Capt. Dave Pincus of the
Canyon Lady and Capt. Gene Schettini have been fishing for blackfish
on local reefs with great success! I myself had a great month getting
together with club members and having a great time Capt. Jim Azzi,
Henry Dam and I jumped aboard the King Cod having an impressive
end to the 2019 season. Really looking forward to fishing with every-
one this 2020 season good luck and happy holidays! Tight lines!! 

Fish hard,   Ken Donowski

DECEMBER IMPROVES!!!         

Please send all your reports to me: 
Text: 1-917-231-5699 or  

e-mail: Kenbase2006@icloud.com 
Be sure to include photos



DERBIES, AWARDS & CONTESTS 
Awards Chairman: Ray Geiger | Committee: Bob Benzenberg, Harry Sbaschnig & Captain Bill Morrogh

BLUEFISH
1st:       John Kampa           14.19 lbs.  F/V Mary Etta

STRIPED BASS
1st:       Harry Schroeder     41.31 lb     F/V  Just Add Water
2nd:      Adam Bollaci          31.56 lb     F/V  Hooker
3rd:       John Kampa           29.75 lb     F/V  Mary Etta

BLACKFISH
1st:       Mike Zullo             3.75 lbs.    F/V Magic Too

On behalf of our committee, we wish you all a very Healthy
and Happy New Year!!

Best Fishes —   

Ray Geiger    

PROPERTY 
COMMITTEE
Not much to report at this time of
year. Bubble system has been de-
ployed and is working fine on the
automatic thermostat. We have
forty plus boats on the property,
all are paid in full with the excep-
tion of two. Maybe next month we
will list them in the bulletin! One
last reminder if you use the bath-
room be sure to shut the door THE
HEAT IS ON.

Your Property
Committee

ENTERTAINMENT
January is our installation meeting. I look forward to assisting the new officers in this
coming year. Adam and his team did a fabulous job in 2019 and set the bar high for his
second term. I hope everyone had a fabulous Holiday and New Year. I hope to see every-
one at the upcoming meetings and winter treks to boat and fishing shows and markets.

Tight lines and fair seas,

Bruce C. Forster F/V Oh Reely (212) 925-7405 - (516) 887-8953

GOOD & WELFARE
Sharon Mison is recovering from a broken ankle. 
Mary Anne Breslene is recovering from a broken leg. 
Christopher Bellinzoni welcomes his second Son Joseph Bellinzoni to the family.
Hoping all had a great Holiday and wishing you a happy and healthy New Year!

Jeff Squeri 516-652-5981

We wish to thank and congratulate each and every one who participated this past year.  If you are holding any slips that are
eligible for year end awards, please be sure we have them physically in hand no later than January 14th

The Following Derby Winners Will Be Recognized At Our January GM:

The Freeport Tuna Club
wishes to thank all the contributing Members and Businesses
for their very generous time and donations and for making

our annual Christmas Party a success.



I would like to thank the members of
the Freeport Tuna Club, and the edi-
tors of the Tuna Tower News, for giv-
ing me the opportunity to chronicle
my fishing adventures this past year. It
has been an honor sharing my knowl-
edge and experiences with all of you.

As winter sets in and the temperatures start to plummet, I
try to spend most weekends in my garage doing my annual
“tackle check.” The first thing is to start with your reels.
There are several great reel cleaning and maintenance kits.
I prefer Ardent Reel Kleen Cleaning Kit. It has everything
you need to get your favorite reel in “like new” condition.
It is also a good time to strip old line down to the backing
so it will be ready for new line in the spring. Loosen
the drag on the reel too. Rod care is equally im-
portant. Each winter we wipe down every rod.
I use a non-abrasive soap on the cork and a
protectant like Bow to Stern on the rods.
Check each guide with a cotton Q-tip for abra-
sions and replace bad guides. This next one is prob-
ably the most important--review your log book. Log
books provide a wealth of information. Look for patterns,
review water temperatures and dial in on which spots con-
sistently produced fish. Things change over time, especially
in the back bays, where new shoals have developed since
Hurricane Sandy. I can vividly remember fishing in spots be-
hind Sea Dog Creek, that are simply too shallow to navigate
now unless on a Moon Tide.  
It is also a great time to mark your calendars for the upcom-
ing fishing shows. The first event that I attend is the Tri State
Fishing Expo, held on January 4, 2020, at the Hilton Hotel
located at 1100 South Avenue, Staten Island, NY. Although
it’s a road-trip, there are new and used fishing and outdoor
equipment at great prices, along with raffles and seminars.
The show runs from 8am to 2pm and is a bargain at a $10.00
admission fee.  For our members who love to surf fish,
“Striper Day” is held on January 19, 2020. It takes place at
the Ward Melville High School, located in East Setauket.
This event hails itself as the “largest surf fishing expo”
around filled with local vendors, factory representatives, well
known authors, guides and local plug builders. It starts at
8:30am and ends at 3:30pm. Don’t be late - the first 500 at-
tendees receive a free goody bag from the sponsors! Next
stop for me is always the New York National Boat show, held
at the Jacob Javits Convention Center. This year the event
takes place from January 22-26, 2020. The hours are from
12 noon to 9pm Wednesday, Thursday and Friday; Saturday
10am - 9pm; Sunday 10am-6pm. Don’t miss out! Finally, for
our fly fisherman, the “Fly fishing Show” in Edison, New Jer-
sey, at the New Jersey Convention Center runs from January
24 - 26, 2020. This event is filled with seminars, classes,
demos and special events. Stay tuned for the list of upcom-
ing events for February! 

Finally, you can never go wrong with simply jumping on a
plane and heading to Islamorada, Florida. That will definitely
cure a case of the winter blues. I will be traveling down the
week of February 24, 2020; with Pete Cefai, and staying at
the Islander Resort. If any club members want to meet for a
day of fishing or simply a grab cocktail at Lorelei’s Restau-
rant and Cabana Bar, be sure to give us a call.

Until next year, Tight lines. 

Capt. Barbara Solomon
F/V Legal Limits

STRIPER DIARIES | EPISODE 9      



of Merrick
SOUTH SHORE MARINE SUPPLY

Bait & Tackle
“Your One Stop Source”

4108 Merrick Rd.
Massapequa, NY 11758

516-557-2510
516-557-2512 Fax

Best Prices, Premium Products, 
Knowledgeable Staff

We have all your boating & fishing needs

VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE:
SouthShoreMarineSupply.com

BLUE MARLIN
BOATS

Used Boats Bought, Sold & Brokered
for current listings log on to 

WWW.BLUEMARLINBOATS.NET
4076 Merrick Road, Seaford, NY 11783

Tel: (516) 679-2121 • Fax: (516) 679-2739

Long Island’s Most Complete Selection of Inshore, Freshwater
and Surf Fishing Equipment • Custom Built Rods

MIKE NICOLETTI & BOB TURTURELLO
3031 Merrick Road, Wantagh, NY 11793

516.785.3223 • Fax: 516.679.6815
www.causewaybaitandtackle.com

Official Printer for
The Freeport Tuna Club
DISCOUNTS FOR ALL MEMBERS
255 Sunrise Highway, Merrick, NY 11566

Tel 516.546.2312 • Fax 516.623.0870
web: www.mmpmk.com • e-mail: Info@mmpmk.com

Prager Metis is proud to support the
Freeport Tuna Club
Tim Sherman, CPA/CFF, CFE

T 516.921.8900 ext. 549    E tsherman@pragermetis.com
99 Sunnyside Boulevard | Woodbury, NY 11797
New York | New Jersey | Los Angeles | London

www.pragermetis.com



FREEPORT BASED

FREE TOWING FOR MEMBERS

CALL ABOUT DISCOUNTED 

FTC MEMBER RATES

516-623-4183

Tel. 516-377-7720
Fax 516-223-9155

Summer Dockage • Winter Storage • Short Hauls

389 South Main St.
Freeport, NY 11520

Tel. 516-377-7720
Fax. 516-377-7723

BOAT INSURANCE
516-208-6569

BEST RATE  BEST CARRIERS
FREE GIFT WITH A QUOTE

FREE GAS CARD FOR FREEPORT TUNA CLUB MEMBERS

JASON BOLOGNIN
jbolognini@farmersagent.com

Harold A. Bollaci, PC.
An Elder Law Estate Planning Firm

Harold A. Bollaci

393 Old Country Road. Suite 203
Carle Place, New York 11514

Tel (516) 538-9700 | Fax (646) 867-0560
Harold@BollaciLaw.com



FUEL • BAIT • TACKLE 

WOODCLEFT FISHING
STATION

FULL LINE OF FISHING GEAR
447 Woodcleft Avenue | Freeport, NY 11520

516 • 378 • 8748

Richie Rosenkranz
FTC MEMBER

SeaIsle-Tackle.com
(516) 868-8855

Fax : (516) 546-2983
Sales@SeaIsle-Tackle.com

Complete Selection of Tackle
Complete Line of Custom Rods
Complete Line of Rod Building Supplies
Complete Inhouse Repairs
Complete Selection of Live, Fresh & Frozen Baits
Completely Helpful and Friendly Staff 

The Complete Tackle Shop

PANDAMAN
PAINTING - PAPER HANGING

SPECIALIST
Paper Removal/Sheetrock Work • Tape/Spackle

Decorative Moldings Installed

Neat, Clean, Professional Service

Powerwashing • 30 Years Experience

WE DO IT ALL & MORE!

516.781.4011
BOB PANDY

     
   

   
 

   
  

 

     
   

   
 

   
  

(631) 274-7042
     

   
   

 

   
  

 

• Custom Hand Tied Rigs 
• Onsite Reel Repair

• All Baits 
• Inshore/Offshore

   
  

 

434 Rutgers Road
West Babylon, NY 11704



Post Office Box 5
Freeport, New York 11520

Deliver To:

HappyNew Year
The editorial staff of the 
Tuna Tower News wishes
the entire FTC membership

A Happy New Year
We thank all who have 
contributed your time,
expertise and input. 

This year we look forward 
to more participation by you,
the members, in continuing 

to make this publication the best 
in the fishing club community.

MEMBERSHIP
RENEWALS

have been mailed out...
If you have not yet sent in

your 2020 dues
please do so asap

If you have not received
your membership 

renewal letter please 
contact Gene Schettini

We appreciate your prompt
attention to this matter

FREEPORT
TUNA CLUB, INC.

Chartered to Promote
Sport-fishing & Conservation

FTC 2019 DIRECTORS
 President                      Adam Bollaci
 Vice President              Rick Totten
 2nd Vice President      Ken Donowski
 Treasurer                      John Daum 
 Secretary                      Sharon Missan 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SPECIAL ADVISORS
Kevin Killelea
Bob Sabella

Jim Azzi 
Paul Cunningham
Rob Cincotta
Bruce Forster
Ray Geiger
Capt. John J. Jutt, Sr.

Rich Olejnik 
Bob Pandy 
Keith Reilly
Jim Rooney
John Rooney
Gene Schettini


