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First I’d like to wish a Happy New Year to all the Freeport
Tuna Club members and their families. I would like to thank
Adam Bollaci, his family and crew for making the Christmas
party such a successful event.
I would like to introduce myself, my name is Matthew Car-
done, I have been a Tuna Club member for 17 years and I
consider it an honor and privilege to be the Tuna Club
President this year. I’ve made a lot of friends, memories,
had good laughs and some good fishing trips with friends
and members throughout these years.
I would like to continue participating in making this club
the great club it’s been for the last 80 years. We have a
great Board of Directors that keep this Fishing Club going
forward in a great direction. Along with the great members
that participate in all the club’s events for 2018.
This year we look forward to a great fishing season. There
will be fishing tournaments, fishing charter trips, Some of
the fishing competitions earn prizes and bragging rights
for the club and the anglers.  The club will have its annual
flotilla and other fun events that will be announced
throughout the year. The Thursday night Captain Anglers
is just around the corner for anglers that need weekend or
weekday crew to fish with. I would love to see more mem-

bers at the general member-
ship meetings which are now
being held at the Freeport
Yacht Club, so find your way
down this month for some
laughs and fun. 
If you have friends that fish or
hunt (or are looking to join the
club), please feel free to bring them down to the upcom-
ing general membership meeting. Feel free to speak with
Gene Schettini, who is part of the membership committee,
or me for direction on how to join the club.
If you have not given the club an email address, please fol-
low up with membership. If you are on Facebook, the Club
does have a Facebook group called Freeport Tuna Club.
There are about 89 participants and it’s another way of
getting information for club events and fishing trips, (along
with great angler postings!). Just ask to join.
We are looking forward to a great 2018 fishing/boating
season.

See you at the club,
Matthew Cardone
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At the January GM we will be swearing in our newly elected Officers and Board for 2018

NEXT GM
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at 7:30 pm 
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Fishing Grinds to a Halt
Happy New Year to All! The weather always drives our fishing and it’s fair to say that what started out as a mild
winter has now turned into a cold stretch to remember with snow again in the forecast later this week. The tautog,
striped bass and sea bass seasons have wound down. Looks like the weather will break next week and hopefully
some cod will appear on the west end.  

Striped bass obliged right until the season closure after December 15th. The late run saw smaller but mixed sized
fish, with herring and mackerel in the mix. Dogfish became a nuisance, even on the jigs. I enjoyed some stupid fast
“drop to the bottom and then you got-em” catch and release jigging with the school bass right in front of the JI
West End jetty. I put on a mackerel tree and had bass, macks and herring on the tubes. Huge pods of bass and
bait. It was a banner fall run of bass, very encouraging for the future.  

Blackfish or tautog fishing left many largely disappointed this fall. I scraped together a few limits but it was tough.
Some sharp commercial guys I know and the party boat skippers were scratching their heads, particularly to the
west. 17 Fathoms never seemed to turn on and then the severe winter weather hampered the efforts of the com-
mercial fleet. Maybe the fish caught a break. I believe we may be seeing even stricter regulations going forward.
The east end enjoyed great tog’ fishing, go figure.    

A few cod mixed in with the mostly lackluster blackfish catches. Bob Bohlert
and soon to be FTC member Kevin Carmody took Bob’s Joint Effort in
search of some tautog. They found nothing but dogfish out at Cholera. Mov-
ing inshore to a 55’ wreck, they managed a nice 13 lb. cod, a keeper black,
along with some shorts. They cut the day short due to deteriorating condi-
tions. I was surprised they went that particular day. Great effort by the Joint
Effort! Another friend fished a blackfish jig on a local reef. His first three fish
(on the jig) were all keeper sized cod. On the west end, every cod I have
heard of this year was a keeper, with nice fish up to 20 lbs, caught on some
of the shallowest wrecks. I did try one trip out to 100’ of water and worked
my way in. Nothing but dogs on that particular day, shallow or deep, plus
lot’s of short tog. When the weather ever breaks, I’ll be at the cod once
again. Offshore seabass continued strong, right until the end. That fishery is
now closed, until further notice.  

2017 had its ups and downs depending on who you spoke to and where
they fished. Offshore, a disaster for most, with a few good rounds with mixed
Bluefin early on. Let’s hope the offshore 2017 was an anomaly. Inshore, the
east end always has the edge, but this year seemed to enjoy a particularly

big edge on shark, fluke, seabass and blackfish. Weakfish appear to be on an upswing, showing up in some of the
traditional spots. Many adult sized weaks seemed to join the seabass and porgies on the offshore wrecks during
their migrations. Weakfish may make a good appearance next year. 

Bill and Theresa Morrogh weighed in from sunny warmer Florida. Bill made four trips out of Stuart on a friend’s 35’
Henriques. The four trips tallied 3-5-0-2 on sailfish hookups. Lots of mahi, some kingfish and wahoo round out the
catch along with tons of Spanish mackerel. Bill reports Dee Toohey had a nice 4 pound southern flounder taken on
their boat last week. Sounds like the Morroghs and Tooheys are enjoying the fishing scene down in Florida and
promise to send some pictures for next month. Bill used to mention living vicariously through my own winter fishing
reports, now the shoe is on the other foot! 

What will 2018 hold? You won’t know unless you go out and try it!  Please share your results with our membership.
Especially warm water reports to help get us through the winter!  Please send reports and pictures for inclusion in
your club bulletin. Thanks to all who contribute, we need more of you to chime in. Happy New Year!

Email your reports to philton@optonline.net; or text/call me at 516.721.8907
Sincerely,

Paul Hilton F/V Emily S 

Joint Effort Cod and Blackfish



Property Manager’s
Report

Happy New Year! There are a few outstanding payments
due for winter storage so please send in your payment as
soon as possible.  The summer lease agreements for 2018
will be mailed in early January. The rate for 2018 re-
mains at $78 a foot with no minimum.  All owners leas-
ing a slip will be charged an additional $175 if storing a
trailer on the property. Freezers are $175. A deposit of
$300 is required with your signed lease. In order to se-
cure you slip for the 2018 season your deposit and signed
lease must be received on or before February 15, 2018.
You will receive two invoices for the balance owed, one
due on April 1st and the second payable on May 31st. Be-
fore your Vessel can be in the Marina you will need to sup-
ply an updated insurance policy to the Property Business
Manager. Please let me know if you are not renewing your
lease so I can quickly determine which slips will be avail-
able. Any member interested in a slip should contact me
as soon as possible. Our goal is to keep the marina full!

Capt. Alan Evelyn
C: 917-750-8710 | W: 516-299-2523 | alan4ftc@gmail.com

Know your Knots Fly to Tippet

Save the Date!
The FTC Game Dinner 

Date:
Saturday, March 10th 2018
for a great evening with fellow 
hunters and fishermen

Where:
Curé of Ars Church Auditorium

6 - 11 PM | Donation: $55

Raffles | Door Prizes | Great Food
Tickets on sale now | Seating Is Limited

So Don’t Wait!!

For tickets, game donations, 
and volunteering please contact:

Bob Benzenberg (516) 521-7378

Joe DiSalvo (516) 317-7855

Ray Geiger (917) 862-4321

The Freeport Tuna Club 
wishes to thank all the

contributing Members and Businesses
for their very generous time and donations 

and for making our annual Christmas Party a success.



DERBY AWARDS & CONTEST REPORT
Awards Chairman: Ray Geiger | Committee Team:  Bob Benzenberg, Harry Sbaschnig & Bill Morrogh

The 2017 season is officially over and what a season it was.  We received over 130 of your weigh slips this
past year.  Well done to all of you!!

*** NOTE ON ANNUAL AWARDS ***
If you're holding weigh slips that you feel are eligible for consideration for Annual Awards, you must get
them in to the Committee by SUNDAY, JANUARY 14th!!!!!!! No weigh slips will be considered after this
due date.

The following Derby winners will be recognized at the January GM:

Best Fishes, Ray Geiger

Blackfish
1st Place:        Peter Groner       10.94    FV Endless Summer II
2nd Place:       Mike Zullo           8.50      FV Magic Too
3rd Place:        Peter Groner      6.31      FV Endless Summer II

Striped Bass
1st Place:        Anthony Bollaci   59.75    FV Hooker
2nd Place:       Don Morin           49.50    FV Mary Etta
3rd Place:        Andrew Herr       41.00    FV Southern Cross

Bluefish
1st Place:        Adam Bollaci       16.19    FV Hooker
2nd Place:       John Kampa        15.63    FV Mary Etta
3rd Place:        Rick Totten          14.88    FV Mary Etta
Cod
1st Place:        Dennis Caltaldo  8.06      FV King Cod
2nd Place:       No Winner
Shark
1st Place:        No Winner

THE FREEPORT TUNA CLUB 
IS LOOKING FOR...

Members with or access to a Bucket truck,
Trencher, and Labor to help with the installa-
tion of a Security System down at the Marina.
Please contact Kevin at (516) 725-8907. 

Volunteers to help set up, serve food, and
clean up after the G.M.s over at the Yacht
Club. Please see or call Kevin Killelea (516)
725-8907.

We are looking for some volunteers to have
a discussion on Circle Hooks vs J Hooks one
Thursday Night down at the Property. Please
see Tim Sherman or Kevin Killelea if you’re in-
terested. .  



of Merrick
SOUTH SHORE MARINE SUPPLY

Bait & Tackle
“Your One Stop Source”

4108 Merrick Rd.
Massapequa, NY 11758

516-557-2510
516-557-2512 Fax

Best Prices, Premium Products, 
Knowledgeable Staff

We have all your boating & fishing needs

VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE:
SouthShoreMarineSupply.com

BLUE MARLIN
BOATS

Used Boats Bought, Sold & Brokered
for current listings log on to 

WWW.BLUEMARLINBOATS.NET
4076 Merrick Road, Seaford, NY 11783

Tel: (516) 679-2121 • Fax: (516) 679-2739

Long Island’s Most Complete Selection of Inshore, Freshwater
and Surf Fishing Equipment • Custom Built Rods

MIKE NICOLETTI & BOB TURTURELLO
3031 Merrick Road, Wantagh, NY 11793

516.785.3223 • Fax: 516.679.6815
www.causewaybaitandtackle.com

500 SOUTH MAIN STREET | FREEPORT, NY 11520
TEL: (516) 546-8880 | FAX: (516) 378-1505

SALES OFFICE NEW & PRE-OWNED:
TEL (516) 771-7020
FAX (516) 771-7348

ALGROVERSMARINE.COM
STRONGSMARINE.COM

BUY • SELL • TRADE

Official Printer for
The Freeport Tuna Club
DISCOUNTS FOR ALL MEMBERS
255 Sunrise Highway, Merrick, NY 11566

Tel 516.546.2312 • Fax 516.623.0870
web: www.mmpmk.com • e-mail: Info@mmpmk.com

Prager Metis is proud to support the
Freeport Tuna Club
Tim Sherman, CPA/CFF, CFE

T 516.921.8900 ext. 549    E tsherman@pragermatis.com
99 Sunnyside Boulevard | Woodbury, NY 11797

New York | New Jersey | Los Angeles | London
www.pragermatis.com



FREEPORT BASED

FREE TOWING FOR MEMBERS

CALL ABOUT DISCOUNTED 

FTC MEMBER RATES

516-623-4183

Tel. 516-377-7720
Fax 516-223-9155

Summer Dockage • Winter Storage • Short Hauls

389 South Main St.
Freeport, NY 11520

Tel. 516-377-7720
Fax. 516-377-7723

BOAT INSURANCE
516-208-6569

BEST RATE  BEST CARRIERS
FREE GIFT WITH A QUOTE

FREE GAS CARD FOR FREEPORT TUNA CLUB MEMBERS

JASON BOLOGNIN
jbolognini@farmersagent.com



FUEL • BAIT • TACKLE 

WOODCLEFT FISHING
STATION

FULL LINE OF FISHING GEAR
447 Woodcleft Avenue | Freeport, NY 11520

516 • 378 • 8748

Richie Rosenkranz
FTC MEMBER

SeaIsle-Tackle.com
(516) 868-8855

Fax : (516) 546-2983
Sales@SeaIsle-Tackle.com

Complete Selection of Tackle
Complete Line of Custom Rods
Complete Line of Rod Building Supplies
Complete Inhouse Repairs
Complete Selection of Live, Fresh & Frozen Baits
Completely Helpful and Friendly Staff 

The Complete Tackle Shop

PANDAMAN
PAINTING - PAPER HANGING

SPECIALIST
Paper Removal/Sheetrock Work • Tape/Spackle

Decorative Moldings Installed

Neat, Clean, Professional Service

Powerwashing • 30 Years Experience

WE DO IT ALL & MORE!

516.781.4011
BOB PANDY

SOUTH SHORE 
COMPUTER SERVICES
“Technology, Sales and Staff Augmentation Services”

24/7/365

Ed Faza
516.238.2724

ed@southshorecomputerservices.com

     
   

   
 

   
  

 

     
   

   
 

   
  

(631) 274-7042
     

   
   

 

   
  

 

• Custom Hand Tied Rigs 
• Onsite Reel Repair

• All Baits 
• Inshore/Offshore

   
  

 

434 Rutgers Road
West Babylon, NY 11704



CLASSIFIED

Post Office Box 5
Freeport, New York 11520

Deliver To:

• Dock Space, Floating Dock. Good for 23’-24’. 
Boat off Hudson Canal. Call Sy Karp @ 516-632-9770.

• Down Rigger Model #600, $85.00. Down Rigger
Model #620 $100.00 (No Ball or Mounting Brackets),
Captain’s Winch, $100.00. 
Call Don at 516-567-4385.

• WANTED 90 – 115 Horse Outboard, 20” Shaft, 2002
or newer. Call Dave G. (516) 286-8293

Freeport
Tuna Club, Inc.
Chartered to Promote

Sport-fishing & Conservation

FTC 2018 Directors
 President                     Matt Cardone
 Vice President             Adam Bollaci
 2nd Vice President      Rick Totten
 Treasurer                     John Daum 
 Secretary                     Sharon Missan 

Board of Directors

 
Special Advisors

Bob Sabella 
Ray Geiger

Kevin Killelea

Woody Anderson
Jim Azzi 
Chris Bellinzoni
Paul Cunningham
Ken Donowski
Alan Evelyn

Capt. John J. Jutt, Sr.
Bob Pandy 
Keith Reilly
Jim Rooney
John Rooney
Gene Schettini

To place an ad in our classified 
Contact Capt. John Jutt

Phone: (516) 546-2312 
E-mail:  JJutt@mmpmk.com

HappyNew Year
The editorial staff of the 
Tuna Tower News wishes
the entire FTC membership

A Happy New Year
We thank all who have 
contributed your time,
expertise and input. 

This year we look forward 
to more participation by you,
the members, in continuing 
to make this publication 
the best in the fishing 
club community.


