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Dear Members,

I would like to wish everyone a Happy and Health New Year. I thank the
Members and the Board of Directors for giving me the opportunity and
honor to lead our club in the upcoming year and into the future. This club
is one of the greatest fishing clubs in the world and my family and I are
very proud to be a part of it. 

I know it will be challenging to lead this club but I will do my best to keep
it on course. I commend our past president, Captain Larry Festa, for leaving 
our club in good order, with a strong Board of Directors, high membership
& financial strength…….. Thank you Captain Larry for being the President
for a second time and doing a spectacular job once again. I have learned
a great deal from the way you have led the club over the past year. A
thank you also goes to our past Treasurer, Michael Sullivan for stepping
up and taking the financial responsibility of our club and handling it as a
professional. 

I also must thank my family for their support and love, my wife Elena, my
daughter Marianna, and my son who everyone knows, John.

As I start my presidency I would like to announce my Executive Staff,
William Toohey 1st Vice President, Bob Pandy 2nd Vice President, Bill
Morrogh Recording Secretary, and John Daum Treasurer. Thank you to all
the committee heads and members for stepping up and volunteering their
time to make the Freeport Tuna Club what it is today. This Club has no paid
members only volunteers, so if you’re not on a committee maybe it’s time that
you put your name on a committee. You get back what you put into the club.

A thank you goes out to 1st Vice President, Bill Toohey his family and our
great House Committee under the leadership of Woody Anderson for putting
together a fantastic Holiday Party. When Santa and his sled landed at the
F T C Holiday party it was for the 45th time. As always Santa brought 

smiles to the children of the Freeport Tuna
Club. Thank you Bob Holub may you do it
for another 45 years.  Also congratulations
to my son John for winning the bake off
with his strawberry cheesecake.

There are a lot of people who do special
things for the club and they go unnoticed.
There are also people who do thankless
jobs over and over again and don’t say
anything or look for anything. At this time
I would say thank you to all of you for
doing those tasks and not saying anything
or look for any recognition. This is why
the Freeport Tuna Club is one of the greatest fishing clubs in the world.

Our January GM entertainment is starting to become a yearly tradition.
Once again Chris Squeri along with our entertainment committee,
Bob Bolhert and Paul Noto are putting together history of the Freeport
Tuna Club. There is another piece of history that is happening on that day.
After I am sworn in as President, my brother Jim and I will be the first
brothers to have been Presidents of the Freeport Tuna Club. I thank you
JP being re-elected to our Board of Directors, bringing me into this club
and giving me the inspiration to become a Board Member and this years
President.

As Theodore Roosevelt stated: “Speak softly and carry a big stick; you
will go far”.

~ John Rooney

President 2011
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NEXT GM
Thursday, January 13, 2011 

at 8pm 
Cure Of Ars
Auditorium

Merrick Avenue • Merrick
(Between Sunrise Highway and Merrick Road)

Come on down for some club history 
and find out what makes this club 

what it is today.



CAPTAIN ANGLERS
Captain Anglers crew would like to wish all the Members a

Healthy and Happy New Year for 2011. I am also Excited to be
2nd Vice President for 2011. I Know this will be a Great Year with
John Rooney as President Bill Toohey as 1st Vice President
John Daum as Treasurer and 

Capt. Bill Morrogh Secretary and all the Board Members. You
couldn't ask for a better Crew

~ Bob Pandy 

CONSERVATION
It's unfortunate, but most of our fisheries are now closed.

STRIPED BASS closed on December 15th and will reopen 
on April 15th.

BLACKFISH closed on December 20th and will reopen 
on January 17th.

PORGIES are closed until June.

SEA BASS will be closed as of December 31st indefinitely!

There might be some change here, but right now it looks bleak!
Cod and Ling remain the thing!  At best you get what you're fighting
for and sometimes much less!

Happy New Year!
Dennis Cataldo
Chairman of Conservation Committee

The EPA has denied the environmentalists' petition to have
lead sinkers banned, finding no basis for their claim that the lead
in sinkers is poisoning the ocean. So our sinkers are safe, at
least for now.

Also, although no decisions have been made yet, it looks like
next year we might have a longer fluke season and a smaller
minimum size.

Happy Holidays to you and your family.
Bill

GOOD AND WELFARE
Good & Welfare  Congratulations  and best wishes to incoming President

John Rooney and his officers. The FTC and I wish all members a happy
and healthy New Year.  Contact phone # 516-221-6343 /516-652-5981.

YOUR 
PROPELLER……
WHERE THE
RUBBER MEETS
THE ROAD
PART I

In today economy and with all that is
going in our industry ever bit of time and
money we spend is very precious. The
place where both time and money come together is where the rub-
ber meets the road..................your propeller! No more of an impor-
tance is your propeller. It must be dead on for good performance
and also for the longevity of the rest of your machinery. If not prop-
erly balanced, item such as cutlass bearings and transmission seal
along with shaft ailment can suffer. If a propeller is too large it can
overload your engine, which can cause premature wear and ex-
cessive fuel consumption. To small and fuel will be burned without
good performance. These are just some of the little land mines that
can develop with a propeller that is not up to par.

In the first of this series and to better understand propellers lets
look at the components and terminology used in propellers:

Diameter: This is the overall width size of the propeller or as
stated the diameter. The diameter is measure from one outer tip
to the other and directly through the center. On all propellers the
diameter and pitch is always stamped either between the blades
on the hub or on the face of the hub. The first number is always
the diameter. Therefore a 24 X 22 stamped propeller means that
the diameter is 24 inches. Even we as layman can measure the
diameter. Diameter of the propeller plays a big roll in overall per-
formance. On most vessels when wheeled correctly they have
the maximum diameter allowable to get the largest blade sur-
face. Large blade surface is important in order for the propeller
to catch enough water and allow the pitch (twist) of the propeller
to do it job and push the vessel forward. When purchasing a pro-
peller you only pay for diameter, as the larger the diameter the
greater the amount of material which equals cost.

Pitch: Pitch is what pushes you forward. In a perfect world with
zero slippage for each inch of pitch and every RPM your vessel’s
shaft turns the boat should move forward 1". So a 1 shaft RPM
with 22" pitch and 100% efficiency in theory you move forward
22 inches. But as we all know there are many variables which get
in the way and reduce this number. Things such as keels, struts
propeller pockets and just a few that lower our 100% efficiency
number. Pitch is the second number on the stamp of a propeller;
so on the same 24 X 22 propeller, the second number of 22" in-
dicates 22" of pitch or twist in the blade. Unlikely diameter pitch
cannot be measured by a simple ruler, as pitch is the gradual
swipe or twist of the blade. On a flat plan and inch of pitch would
be about 1/8" of rise at the outer edge. The rise of pitch however
changes through the blade because the blade must end at the
root of the hub of the propeller. 

Pitch must be measured by a propeller shop. The wheel is
place on a jig and a dial indicator is dropped down the blade to
measure the pitch. Pitch is usually what we need to adjust when
reconing or resizing to gain or lose load on the blades. 

On many of the newer boats due to high horsepower and
diameter clearance problems pitch may exceed diameter by
as mush as 12" or more. So a 24" X 36" propeller is not un-
common on some of our high performance Sportfishing Boats
to swing. Propellers such as these are not commonly seen on
keeled bottom or displacement bottoms, as these types of hull
bottoms could very provide enough water flow to feel pro-
pellers with such massive pitch.

Cupping: Cupping is the gently bending of the trailing edge of
the propeller blade. In a way cupping is in simple terms a way to
add a little pitch to the very edge of the blade. Cupping is used
to help hold the water on the face of the blades so that pitch and
diameter can do there job better and push the vessel forward.
Cupping is measured in numbers starting with #1 to smallest and
then going to # 9 the largest. Cupping does not always help a
propeller; in fact it can have a reverse effect if not needed. If the
blades of a propeller hold water well without cavitation or slip-
page cupping will only then slow down the propeller and cause
unwanted load on the propeller blade.

Cupping in addition is always done at the propeller shop as it is
not casted into the wheel it is done manually in a blacksmith
method. In closing once a propeller is properly sized with diameter
and pitch cupping may be added for just a little fine tuning.

I hope you enjoyed part one of this series, as next month
we will continue in our quest for knowledge so the “Rubber
Meets the Road”

~ Captain Lawrence J. Festa



Capt. Scott Schafer
Montauk Marine Basin, Montauk, New York

631-668-5800 / Cell 516-523-3299

Sea Spray ChartersSea Spray Charters
51’ Foot Sullivan Custom Built

1-28 Passenger
Private Charters • Special Group and Club Rates

Capt. Scott Schafer
Montauk Marine Basin, Montauk, New York

631-668-5800 / Cell 516-523-3299

Official Printer for

The Freeport Tuna Club
DISCOUNTS FOR ALL MEMBERS

516-546-2312
255 Sunrise Highway, Merrick

ADVERTISING:
Advertisers are
needed to help fund
this publication. 
If you or anyone you
know who like to
advertise please 
contact John Jutt 
at jjutt@mmpmk.com
or call 516-546-2312.

DECEMBER CATCH 
OF THE MONTH – COD

For our December catch
of the month, we nomi-
nated co-editor Paul
Hilton, who caught this
fine 39 lb. 4 oz. specimen
on the Hampton Lady out
of Shinnecock.  The fish
was caught on a wreck in
190’ of water, S/E of the
inlet. 

To be considered for
Catch of the Month Email
Paul at philton@opton-
line.net  .  Please include
a picture and catch de-
tails.  Thanks to all who
submitted entries this
month, please keep them
coming. 

~ Capt John J. Jutt, Sr.  



BLUE MARLIN
CHARTER BOAT

35’ DUFFY & DUFFY SPORT FISHERMAN
TURBO DIESEL POWERED
Captain Harry Weinblatt

30+ YEARS FISHING EXPERIENCE
20 YEARS USCG LICENSED MASTERS
516-623-9860 • Cell 516-351-7223

FTC MEMBER

HENRY R. JENET MEATS
WHOLESALE - RETAIL

Poultry, Beef, Lamb, Pork - Fresh Daily

106-57 160th Street
Jamaica, NY  11433

Tel. 718-291-5700 
FREEPORT TUNA CLUB MEMBER

PANDAMAN

PAINTING - PAPER HANGING
SPECIALIST

Paper Removal / Sheetrock Work • Tape / Spackle
Decorative Mouldings Installed
Neat Clean Professional Service

Powerwashing • 30 Years Experience
WE DO IT ALL & MORE!

516.781.4011
BOB PANDY

FREEPORT BASED

FREE TOWING FOR MEMBERS

CALL ABOUT DISCOUNTED 

FTC MEMBER RATES

516-623-4183
631-225-5700 www.FishinMissionTackleCorp.com

FISHIN’ MISSION
NEW ADDRESS: 997 MERRICK ROAD, COPIAGUE, NY 11726 

AUGUST HOURS: MON-WED 12NOON–8PM  •  THU-SAT 8AM–8PM  •  SUN 8AM–2PM

Come down, trade old for new, make your best deal on new tackle, no reasonable offer refused . All �rst quality tackle. We will meet or beat any price. New, modern, clean, friendly 
store. We stock wax, boat wash, brushes, life jackets, epirbs, �ares, 2- and 4-stroke oil, fuel �lters, Avet, Shimano, Abu Garcia and Okuma reels. Everything for day to day �shing.

SHIMANO
Tekota &  

Torium Reels
IN STOCK

SHIMANO
Tiagra 2 Speed  

Reels
IN STOCK

SHIMANO
TLD 2 
Reels

IN STOCK

SHIMANO
Calcutta 

Reels
IN STOCK

SHIMANO
Trevala  

Butter�y  
Jigs & Rods 

IN STOCK

SHIMANO
Jig System

6 different colors to choose

IN STOCK

FULL LINE OF INSHORE & 
OFFSHORE GEAR

Life Rafts, Epirbs Custom Rods, Momoi Line, Berkley, Hi-Seas 
Fluorocarbon, Basil Top Shots, Stalker, Custom Rods, Braid, 

Calcutta, Mustad, Owner & many, many more. 
IN STORE SPECIALS. LI FISHING SCHOOL.
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Inshore
Offshore

www.tunafishtackle.com

Custom Hand Tied Rigs • Onsite Reel Repair
All Baits • Inshore/Offshore

450 Fire Island Avenue • Babylon, NY 11702

visit our website
for direction or call: 631-274-7042

Most Major
Credit Cards

Accepted

SeaIsle-Tackle.com
(516) 868-8855

Fax : (516) 546-2983
Sales@SeaIsle-Tackle.com

Complete Selection of Tackle
Complete Line of Custom Rods
Complete Line of Rod Building Supplies
Complete Inhouse Repairs
Complete Selection of Live, Fresh & Frozen Baits
Completely Helpful and Friendly Staff 

The Complete Tackle Shop

Long Island’s Most Complete Selection of Inshore, Freshwater
and Surf Fishing Equipment • Custom Built Rods
MIKE NICOLETTI & BOB TURTURELLO

3031 Merrick Road, Wantagh, NY  11793
516.785.3223 • Fax: 516.679.6815
www.causewaybaitandtackle.com

SOUTH SHORE 

COMPUTER SERVICES

“Technology, Sales and Staff Augmentation Services”

24/7/365

Ed Faza
516.238.2724

ed@southshorecomputerservices.com

FUEL • BAIT • TACKLE 

WOODCLEFT FISHING
STATION

FULL LINE OF FISHING GEAR

447 Woodcleft Avenue Freeport, NY 11520

516 • 378 • 8748

Richie Rosenkranz
FTC MEMBER

Wasabi Sportfishing 

 
Offering Open Boat & Private Charters 

For Tuna, Shark, Sword, Mahi & 
Anything else that swims on the edge 

 

516-650-1759 
Capt. Chris Gerhart, 50 Ton USCG Master 

RP Capital Group LLC
“Capital Placement Specialists”

Robert Portesy

Managing Member

The Seaport Building

108 Woodcleft Avenue

Freeport, New York 11520

rportesy@gmail.com

Office: 516.299.9529

Fax: 516.871.1352

Direct: 516.220.1601



BOATINGSTORE 08
3131 N. Andrews Ave. Ext.
Pompano Beach, FL 33064

Phone: 954-792-9971
Fax: 954-957-7280

FAX TRANSMITTAL TO:

Fax No.:___________________________

Attention: __________________________

Date:__ ___________________________

Rep./Cust. No.: _____________________

Here is a copy of your Dealer Imprint to appear on the Front cover of BoatingStore Catalog 2008.
Please check  the information on the front cover imprint for accuracy. 

Make any necessary corrections, or initial if correct and fax this form back to us.
We cannot process your imprint any further without your written approval. Thank You For Your Prompt Attention!

PLEASE INITIAL:

Imprint Approved:q OK after Corrections:q Refax after Corrections:q

FROM: Land ‘N’ Sea 
Marketing Department
Tel: (954) 792-9971
Fax: (954) 957-7280
Leslie Gordon x 1116
leslie.gordon@landnsea.com

516-799-2512
ANGLELO

1/22/08
85595

Imprint 
Prints on Front 
of catalog
8" x 4"

Bait & Tackle
“Your One Stop Source”

4108 Merrick Rd.
Massapequa, NY 11758

516-557-2510
516-557-2512 Fax

SOUTH SHORE MARRIINNEE SSUUPPPPLLYY..CCOOMM

Best Prices, Premium Products, 
Knowledgable Staff

We have all your boating & fishing needs

VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE:
SouthShoreMarineSupply.com

SOUTH SHORE MARINE SUPPLY
New Boats

Pre-Own 

Brokerage Boats

Complete Marine 

Service & Financing

124 Woodcleft Ave., Freeport, NY  11520

528 Country Rd. 39, Southampton, NY  11968

631-761-6193 • 1-800-635-FRED
www.fredchallmarine.com • fchall@optonline.net

mercury & suzuki engines
extended warranties on all new and left over

boats plus free sea tow membership

fish boats
pilot house • walkaround • center console

cruisers • bunk & roller trailers

®

FRED CHALL MARINE
FACTORY OUTLET

FRED CHALL MARINE
SUPPLY, CORP.

“Servicing the FTC for over 20 years”

“We will not be undersold”

5 ATLANTIC PLAZA, FREEPORT

516-868-0177
For All Yor Boating Needs 

MCBRIDES BAR & GRILL

101 BEDFORD AVE., BELLMORE, NY

516-783-0007
HAPPY HOUR MON.-FRI. 4-7 BEER SPECIALS

WITH A SPLENDID BUFFET

88-17 78th Avenue • Glendale, NY 

(718) 850-0700

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

BLUE MARLIN
BOATS

Used Boats Bought, Sold & Brokered
for current listings log on to 

WWW.BLUEMARLINBOATS.NET

4076 Merrick Road, Seaford, NY 11783

Tel. (516) 679-2121 • Fax (516) 679-2739

500 SOUTH MAIN STREET
FREEPORT, NY 11520
TEL: (516) 546-8880
FAX: (516) 378-1505

AL
GROVER’S

HIGH & DRY
MARINA

SALES OFFICE NEW & PRE-OWNED:
TEL. (516) 771-7020
FAX (516) 771-7348

WWW.ALGROVERSMARINE.COM
WWW.SPELLMANSMARINE.COM

BUY • SELL • TRADE



WE HAVE THE FINAL DERBY WINNERS 
TO TOP OFF THE 2010 SEASON!

SHIP STORESALE
Hooded Sweatshirts 20% off at $30.

Knitted Hats $12.
Small Gear Bags Discounted to $15.
Large Gear Bags Discounted to $30.

FTC Anniversary 
Golf Shirts Slashed to $20.

Great Quality Below Our Cost.

Avoid Sunburn on the back of your neck
by purchasing an Adams Hat

Adams Hats
Regular Price $25. Discounted $20.

Contact Paul or Rosemary Schuber At Next GM

JANUARY 2011 DERBY,
AWARDS & CONTESTS REPORT

Awards Chairman: Captain Bill Morrogh
Committee Team: Captain Larry Festa, 

Captain Michael Zullo

PROPERTIES
The 2011 FTC Summer Leases have been mailed, If you did not

get your lease please contact me at Property@FTCfishing.com As
a reminder for refundable $100.00 you can get on the waiting list
for a slip. 

I would like to thank everybody for their cooperation in getting
the boats on land for winter storage. Happy New Year.

~ Don Granger
Property Business Manger

MEMBERSHIP
Membership dues notices were sent out in early December.

Please check over application and make corrections if needed.
Don’t forget to pay your dues!!!

~ Chris Squeri

JANUARY 2011 
WEBSITE REPORT

We have a new and improved fishing reports section and dis-
cussion boards on our site! See Bill Morrogh at the January
GM If you haven’t checked it out yet or if you need some help
in getting started.

If cod are the winter king, Silver Hake or Whiting were once the
queens, a primary target of the winter fleet sailing from Long Island’s
South Shore Ports, especially Sheepshead Bay. The whiting population
has been greatly decimated, the result of overfishing by foreign fleets
of the past, and local fleets more recently. Many tuna fisherman have
witnessed first hand the waste in this fishery, following the dragger fleets
in search of tuna in the fall. In recent years, some whiting have been
caught at 17 Fathoms and the Fisherman Buoy area, providing hope
that an inshore comeback could be in the making. 

Back in the heyday, large whiting over approximately 2 lbs. were re-
ferred to as “baseball bats” in deference to their long thin stature.  In the

early winter months, whiting were
targeted primarily in the area of the
old Ambrose Tower, with the fish
moving deeper into the Mudhole as
the water chilled down. I remember
some days where whiting would ac-

tually pounce on umbrella rig tubes trolled on the Tin Can Grounds,
while targeting school bass very late in the fall season. Springtime also
found the whiting chasing bait and frequently found under roving schools
of mackerel. Going further back in time, whiting or “frostfish” as they
were sometimes called, were available by simply walking the beach on
a cold winter’s night,  picking up fish that washed up on the sand,  having
chased their prey too far up into the shallows. The Coney Island Steeple
Chase Pier was once a favorite hotspot of shorebound fisherman.  

 Whiting are aggressive game fish, responding readily to a mackerel
rigs worked slowly off the bottom. Sweetening the hooks with small strip
baits of mackerel or whiting belly put many nice fish in the box. Drifting
was preferred when conditions permitted, but they could be caught at
anchor as well. On the anchor, the favorite rig was a two or three hook
“christmas tree” type rig, with hook size in the 2/0 to 4/0 range on a short
leader or dropper loop. Skimmer clam or small strip baits would adorn
the hooks, ling (red hake) and the occasional cod made for a tasty by-
catch. Whiting themselves are excellent table fare and relished by afi-
cionados of smoked fish. 

• Distribution of roughly Newfoundland to South Carolina, most 
abundant from 
Nova Scotia to New Jersey.  

• IGFA Record : 4 lbs 8 oz, Maine, 1995.  

• FTC record : Vacant 

• Current Regulations :  Open season, no limit  

~ Paul Hilton / Emily S.

Frostfish

THE AWARDS TO BE HANDED 
OUT AT THE JANUARY GM ARE:

Blackfish

1st Bob Hindenlang 11.44 Bingo

2nd Bob Hindenlang 10.44 Tin Man 

3rd Peter Groner 8.63 Endless Summer II

Bluefish

1st Robert Porter 14.50 Shark III

2nd Maryellen Zullo 14.00 Magic Too

3rd John Payne 13.75 Reel Payne

Striped Bass

1st Chris Scarpantonio 27.44 Emma Jo

2nd Ralph Drewes 26.81 Oceanic

3rd Gary Consorte 26.13 Hook-Her

Cod

1st Bob Hindenlang 9.31 Tin Man

2nd Gene Schettini 6.6 Reel Catch

LAST CALL FOR 2010 WEIGH SLIPS! If you have any
weigh slips that might contend for an annual award, bring
them to the January GM. Don’t be a holdout!

WE HAVE A NEW AND IMPROVED FISHING 
REPORTS SECTION AND DISCUSSION BOARDS ON 

OUR SITE! SEE BILL MORROGH AT THE JANUARY GM 
IF YOU HAVEN’T CHECKED IT OUT YET OR IF YOU 

NEED SOME HELP IN GETTING STARTED.
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1st Vice President........................William Toohey
2nd  Vice President ...........................Bob Pandy
Secretary..........................Capt. William Morrogh
Treasure............................................John Daum

Board of Directors

Chris BellinzoniWoody Anderson
John DaumRobert Dimino
Don GrangerJohn Gerrity
Bob PandyCapt. John J. Jutt, Sr.
Paul SchuberCapt. Chris Squeri
Capt. Harry WeinblattTim Sherman
Paul Schuber

Special Advisors
Ed Faza  •  Joe Jahn

Capt. Lawrence J. Festa    

• Boat Slip for Rent. water@electric in Freeport. 

Call Sy Karp 516-632-9770.

• AVET PRO 2 Speed 50 Gold Seeker, Graphite 5 1/2 Rod,

50-100 Jerry Brown White Braid, Black Diamond, Mono 

Top Shot, 2 Butts, 1 Straight, 1 Curved, 30% Discount. 

A Bargain!

Call Sy Karp 516-632-9770.

• For Sale-Fishing tackle, rods, reels, lures, umbrella rigs, 

spoons, jigs, gaffs, plugs etc. New and Used. Contact 

Dennis Cataldo at 516-753-5433 for more information.

• A "Cardiac Science Automated Defibrillator" needs a 

new battery. Call Ronnie 561-434-7755. 

Cell is 561-523-3330. BEST OFFER

To place an ad in our classified 
contact Capt. John Jutt 516-546-2312  
or email to: JJutt@mmpmk.com

Deliver To:

Happy 
New Year

The editorial staff of the 
Tuna Tower News wishes

the entire FTC membership
A Happy New Year

We thank all who have 
contributed your time,
expertise and input. 

This Year we look forward to 
more participation by you,
the members, in continuing 
to make this publication the 

best in the fishing 
club community.


