Editor: CAPT. JOHN J. JUTT, Sr.

Juna Jower News

Freeport Tuna Club, Inc.
Phone (516) 378-9717
Internet Address: www.ftcfishing.com

PRESIDENTS
MESSAGE

The 2003 awards were given out on March
12th and it was a great event for all members who attend-
ed the general meeting. My congratulations to our dis-
tinguished Captains, Anglers, and members who received
awards. They worked very hard for them and put in many
long hours to achieve excellence in their categories. A
special thanks to Captain Larry Festa, Christopher
Bellinzoni, Mary Ellen Zullo and Captain Mike Zullo for
doing a great job in displaying and awarding the trophies.

A job well done to Barry Simon for the excellent
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array of plaques and a second thanks to photographer,
Christopher Bellinzoni for preserving the moment.

As we get closer to our rodeos, | feel the younger
members of the club should get some education from the
senior members. So, as an early reminder, our May
meeting will be “Kid’s Night” where we will teach them
how to fish for all the species in our rodeos. | am asking
the members to fill out an RSVP card so | have an idea of
how many children will be attending. | want to purchase
fishing poles and diplomas for each child who partici-
pates. | hope this event will be both educational and fun
for the kids as well as the members.

To help start the fishing season, our entertainment
will come from within the membership. Our speakers
will be discussing various aspects of boating mainte-
nance and repairs from bottom paint to tackle.

In closing, our calendar of events is nearing com-
pletion. In addition to our club derbies, rodeos, and spe-
cial events, it will include the opening and closing of all
local species. Currently, our Spring Blackfish Derby is in
progress and will end on April 27th. This derby will over-
lap with the Spring Flounder Derby starting on April 5th.
The calendar will also be posted on our website. Submit
your slips early and get involved. You've got to be in it to
win it!

One last thing, please bring videos of fishing trips
so we can play them at our general mee &Nf&
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Sincerely,




As | had predicted last
month, March came in like a
ion and left like a lamb. The
amperatures during the later
art of the month were enough
0 spur an interest for most of
s, to start working on our
boats and get them ready for the upcoming season. The prop-
erty has already received the first wave of boat launchings
with many more to follow. In general we have been experi-
encing to date, a relatively cool start to our spring season and
our fishing has been following the same pattern. With the
local water temperature in the low 40’s, this certainly has not
been conducive for our local species to begin their normal
springtime habits. Warm sunny days with winds from a more
southerly direction will help to move our season along.
Hopefully by the end of the month our spring season will be
more underway and I’ll have more reports for this column as
well.

On the local fishing scene our start to the flounder
season got under way as scheduled. Several boats fishing the
back creeks of Baldwin reported spotty catches. The better
reports have been coming from way to the west in the Raritan
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Bay area. If you are into making the long run to get there
your efforts might be well rewarded, as limit catches have
been the norm. As our club boats make their way back into
the water our seasoned bottom fisherman will be able to give
us some intelligence on our local bottom species. | did hear
of some action on blackfish but | was not able to confirm it.
This weekend a few brave anglers have plans for some local
black fishing if the forecasted easterly winds don’t damper
their efforts. Local cod fishing remains lackluster with the
wrecks around the 25-fathom area giving up a few fish
reportedly up to the teens. The cod fishing from the Montauk
area remains hit and miss although this area continues to out
produce ours.

As the month of April draws to a close the spring
mackerel run should begin and as always it has coincided
with the full moon. This years surprise is that the full moon is
April 16 and May 16 we will see how this plays out for this
years run.

Sincerely,
Captain Harry Weinl &
F/V Blue Marlin o

Conservation

Dennis Cataldo & John Weber waiting for state regs to be pub-
lished. HMFS permit now 22.00 per boat. Striped Bass bag lim-
ited still undecided. Fluke 7 fish at 17 inches.

House

WE NEED HELP on picking up soda/beer/chips/etc. for gener-
al meetings. If you have a little free time on these evenings,
your “Participation” will be greatly appreciated! See Joe
Glavin.

Membership

187 members. 5 new applications on deck. Committee is
functioning well. List will be published of old members, so if
you know of anyone who had an over-sight please remind
them.

Property

Waiting list for inside and outside slips. Water should be
turned on as of 4/1/03 (if old man winter leaves us alone) There
will be no special payment plans set up - anyone wo had spe-
cial payment plans in the past, this will no longer be honored.
For those of you with freezers on property that are not work-
ing, please remove your garbage. If club has to remove it, it
will become an additional cost on your dockage. Now that
spring is here, those of you with boats on the property and
wish to do spring detailing, please clean-up after yourselves
(your mother, wife or nanny does not live here) Once again
please lock the gate. We had another incident of sticky fingers.
The police have been notified and if caught you will be prose-
cuted and exported to Baghdad. (No Joke - Lock The Gate)

Finance Committee

We had a proposed budget for 2003 reviewed by B.O.D. and
excepted.

Special Events

Annual Club Cod Trip- Aboard The Viking Star, Montauk. Departing
April 25 / Returning April 27 $200.00 per person SOLD OUT - wait-
ing list only. See Harry Weinblatt This is the last GM before the
trip. Harry will discuss some last minute details. Also May GM
is KIDS NIGHT! Stay tuned for more details.

CLUB AWARDS & DERBY DATES
Capt. Lawrence J. Festa F/V Kristen

The Following Derbies are in Progress This Month:
Spring Flounder (01.5 10S. Min.).......cccovcvvverniennee April 5th  to May 24th
Spring Blackfish (03 1hS. Min.).........cccevevnevvens March 22nd to April 27th

The Following Derbies Have Closed:
Cod (12 1bS. MiN.).cooueercriiiriieiirenns February 15th to March 23rd
Sorry no winners
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Attention All Club Members:
Effective 2003 as per the Board of Directors@ the Awards & Contest Committee will only be allows to except Official
Freeport Tuna Club Weight Slips. These slips are available at every monthly meeting and must be used to standardize
the rules of the clubs awards, contests and derbies. In addition the slips MUST be stamped by an official weight mas-
ters at local tackle shops and bait stations only. Fish weight at fish markets and other types of locations that do not
cater to the recreational angler will not be accepted. If a weight station is not available do to hour of return you may
weight the fish the following day. Exception all fish caught under the 24 hour rule must be weight the same day.
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WITH NEW AND USED EQUIPMENT AT DISCOUNTED PRICES

FREEPORT TUNA CLUB ANNUAL YARD SALE
Y&l’d SATURDAY MAY 17 = 9:00 A.M.

Salec—>)
FISHING & BOATING EQUIPMENT
GOT ANYTHING IN THE ATTIC, GARAGE, OR ON THE DOCK?
PULL IT OUT - TAG IT AND SELL IT!
“ONE MANS GARBAGE IS ANOTHER MANS GOLD”

FISHING TACKLE, ELECTRONICS, BOATS, MOTORS, FISHING GEAR, ETC.
$3.00 AT THE GATE
HAMBURGERS/FRANKS/CHOWDER/ BEVERAGES
WILL BE AVAILABLE

SPACE IS AVAILABLE AT $30.00 « BRING YOUR OWN TABLES
SET UP TIME 7:00 A.M.

CONTACT AL CASCIANO

516 223-6401
516 523-1339

SUNDAY | MONDAY | TUESDAY |WEDNESDAY|THURSDAY | FRIDAY | SATURDAY

(] 1 2 3 4 | Flounder
“ Derby Starts
n 6 7 8 |GM 9 10 11 12
PALM 13 14 15 | Board of 16 | PAssoveEr 17| Goob 18 19
SUNDAY Directors BEGINS FRIDAY
Meeting
- 20 21 22 23 | Captaint 24 25 26
a'xx.x“ﬁ HAPPY Anglers

= EASTER Barbecue

Blackfish 27 28 29 30
Derby Ends




275 Hudson Avenue
Post Office Box 5
Freeport, New York 11520

Deliver To:

THE “Y-KNOT” CORNER
To all members - any knots
or rigging tips are always welcome

JANSIK SPECIAL

1. A strong knot. Popular with
muskie fisherman. Run about five in-
ches of line through eye of hock or
lure; bring it around in a circle and
run it through again.

2. Make a second circle, parallel
with the first and pass end of line
through eye a third time.

3. Bend standing part of line
around the twa circles. Bring tag end
around in a third circle and wrap it
three times around the three parallel
lines.

4. Hold hook, swivel or lure with pliers. Hold
standing line with other hand and tag end in
teeth. pull all three to tighten (arrows identify
standing line).

e

Each month we will try to feature a new knot
Practice it - learn it - it will improve your landings

CLASSIFIED:

ANY CLASSIFIED LISTING FOR SALE OR TRADE PLEASE MAIL TO:
FTC CLASSIFIED/CATCH OF THE MONTH CORNER
C/O JOHN JUTT
2848 WHALENECK DRIVE « MERRICK, NY 11566
LISTINGS ARE FREE ¢ FOR CLUB MEMBERS ONLY

For Sale

« Dock space available for up to 30’ boat off Hudson canal.
Private home. Short distance to inlet. Call Sy 516-546-1691

* New exciting offshore teasers. Looks like giant squid - lots of
smoke. Reasonably priced. See Sy 546-1691

« 1973 19ft. sportcraft caprice cuddy cabin, porta potti, very clean
1986 100 h.p. envinrude, sst prop vhf/ta system full canvas/ 14
rod holder/70 gal. fuel/outrigger/dual batteries/must be seen a
give-away 2000.00 bob 516-781-4011

e GradyWhite 227 Seafarer, 1989, Mint Cond. 5.0 V810
Repowered in 96 Low Hours. New Furuno Color f.f., Loran, UHF,
Outriggers, All new canvas. Great range, very economical, loaded
$19500 Neg. (718) 291-6700 (days) (516) 593-0732 (eve.)

« ICOM Radio model 125 Remote Spotlight 1 spool 1/2” anchor
line 1200 feet Assortment of boat fenders insulated fish bags cou-
ple anchors Assortment of GAFFS Docking lines custom cutting
board Remote stabilizer for trim pads Anchor Balls Numerous
amount of fishing stuff Please call Skip Schaffer

(516) 351-0992



